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MANDATORY GUIDELINES 

 
 Make the Districts as nearly equal in population as may be practicable  
 Comply with Federal Voting Rights Act  

 
OTHER GUIDELINES FOR CONSIDERATION 

 
 CHARTER 

 Give consideration to natural boundaries, street lines, and/or City boundaries  
 Give consideration to geography  
 Give consideration to cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compactness of territory  
 Give consideration to community of interests within each district 

 
 2001 COMMISSION 

 Maintain continuity of existing Council Districts to the extent possible  
 Where boundaries meet Charter requirements, maintain continuity of existing Council 

Districts as much as possible  
 Avoid unseating current City Council members  
 Comply with all applicable laws, including the avoidance of gerrymandering 
 Equalize the population count in each District within 10% 
 Minimize the dilution of votes, and avoid the fragmentation or the over compaction of 

ethnic communities  
 To the extent possible, provide income diversity within Districts  
 Strive to balance District interests with City-wide interests, but not at the expense or 

exclusion of individual Districts 
 To the extent possible, recognize the importance of parks and public facilities in Districts  
 Where possible, do not divide school districts between separate Council Districts  
 Maintain cohesive neighborhoods within Districts and, where possible, keep 

neighborhood associations within a single District 
 

 PROPOSITION 11 
 Follow Voting Rights Act 
 Develop geographically compact districts 
 Develop reasonably equal population of districts 
 Do not favor or discriminate against political incumbents, candidates, or parties 
 Maintain “communities of interest” and neighborhoods 

 
 PROPOSITION 20  

 Definition of “community of interest”:   
A community of interest is a contiguous population which shares common social and 
economic interests that should be included within a single district for purposes of its effective 
and fair representation.  Examples of such shared interests are those common to an urban 
area, a rural area, an industrial area, or an agricultural area, and those common to areas in 
which the people share similar living standards, use the same transportation facilities, have 
similar work opportunities, or have access to the same media of communication relevant to 
the election process.  Communities of interest shall not include relationships with political 
parties, incumbents, or political candidates. 
 


