
May 18, 2011

Office of the City Clerk
200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Re: San Jose Redistricting

As a long time San Jose resident who cares very much for the future of this City, let me first thank
all of the Commissioners for the difficult work they are doing. It isn’t easy to manage the political
interests of nearly 1 million people.

I have worked as a cartographer since graduating from San Jose State University and understand
the challenges in re-creating fair districts. Looking at the districts created in 2001, I wish to
commend those who worked on those boundaries to create geographically-aesthetic districts
without the problematic gerrymandering you see in boundaries created by politicians elected
federally as well as to the California assembly and senate. I believe this Commission can equal the
success of those a decade ago.

I do have one other concern regarding this year’s redistricting. As the Commission concludes its
work this month and gets closer to making official recommendations to the City Council, I would
urge you in your final steps to push harder for fair and equal representation across the City
Council districts.

Though you have heard from countless neighborhoods and homeowners’ associations about what
they want out of the process, I urge you not to forget to balance those special interests against the
need for all of these districts to be close to each other in population. While you are legally able to
deviate in population by 10%, you will do a great service to this study if you use your remaining
time to push harder for fairness in each of the districts. If you are able to do that, you will have
won a great success for your efforts.

Again, thank you for your efforts. I look forward to seeing your final product.

Sincerely,

Alan J. Hall




