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Thursday, March 10,2011

Members of the SaIl Jose Redistricting Advisory C()mmis~ioll

c/o Dennis Hawkins, City Clerk
Office of the City Clerk
200 E. Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Dear Comrnission~rs:

On Monday, March 7lh 2011 a number ofleaders from the Asian American,
Latino, LGB'!' and African American communities, wl,>men's l"ights and
public policy/advocacy groups, and organized labor convened to discuss the
process for achieving fair representation for diverse coxnmunities of interest
in the Suuth Bay through redistricting. Our goal is to promote fair
representation of groups that are currently underrepresented and we are
writing Lo share the results of Our initial conversation with you.

We would first like to express our appreciation for the Commission's work.
This is a critically important and substantial undertaking. For many of the
almost l.H million people in Santa Clara County, the process and results of
redistricting will not only determine if they are fairly represented but also
impact the level of trust and confidence they have in government. Thank
you for rising to the challenge and dedicating yourselves to this important

task.

The commtmity leaders that met on March 71h agreed that fundamentally>
the redistlicting process must be transparent; open and accessible to the
communityi and its results based on meaningful public input. As the
Commission moves forward we respectfully request that you adopt the
following procedural recommendations to achieve those objectives:

Stakeholders need sufficient time and infonnatioll to react to
proposed maps and to offer their own ideas. The
Commission should make maps and all underlying data
available to the public for at least two weeks before
considering those maps. Maps should be available in a
variety of locations, including libraries and online, and
published in multiple languages. The Commission should
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give the public access to th~ computer and software equipment used to create
maps and manipulate data.

Diverse resident voices should be a determinative part of the redistricting process.
Therefore the Commission should not request or consider a proposed map
without first receiving substantial community input on its content (e.g. two or
more public hearings). It should consider meaningful proposals from groups that
are not limited to two minutes at a public hearing.

The full decision-making pl'Ocess should be open and accountable to the public.
Thus redistricting issues should not be discussed in closed session. The

Commission should comply with the letter and spirit of the Brown Act. To ensure
Brown Act compliance, all commissioners should receive thorough training on

the requirements of the Act.

• Finally, the process should facilitate easy communication and interaction between
residents, especially those in underrepresented communities, and the
Commission. All meetings should be noticed at least four days before they take
place, even when the Brown Act allows less notice. All public meetings should
have adequate translation services available as well.

There is clearly much at stake. We have the utmost hope in your good intentions to redistrict in a
way that fairly represents underrepresented communities. The group intends to be actively
engaged in the process and we look forward to contributing to the efforts of the Commission.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our requests.

Sincerely,

//} ~
(~...- ;::;:r"'"

Cindy gh.a'vez L/
Executive Officer
South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council

Joshua Barousse
Hwnan Rights Commission

City of San 10se

Jaime Alvarado
Executive Director

Somos Mayfair
370B S. King Rd.
San Jose. CA 9S 116

Michael Chang
Executive Director
Asian Pacific American Leadership Institute
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Drina Collins
Officer, Silicon Valley Latino
Democratic Forum
Member, Council for Justice
and Accountability

Micael Estremera
President
Santa Clara County La Raza
Lawyers Association

~/ ~~~-'~ -,,-'
/d~"'1z1rr

l<yra I<azantzis
Directing Attomey
Public In.ter~st, l.aw Firm
Law ,FO~lnclatiol1 of Silicon Valley
152North Third Street, 3,d Floor
San Jose, CA 95112

Signed electronically
Otto Lee
Councilmember
City of Sunnyvale

Signed electronically
Patricia Diaz, MSW
Executive Director
Services, Immigrant Rights and Education
Network
1425 Koll Circle, Suite 109
San Jose, CA 95112

Josue Garcia
Deputy Executive Otl'icer
Santa Clara & San Benito
Building & Construction Trades Council
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Richard Konda
Executive Director
Asian Law Alliance
184 Jackson Street
San Jose, CA 95112

Camille Erin Llanes-Fontanilla, M.P,A.
Development Director
Somos Maytair
37013 $. King Rd.
San Jose, CA 95116
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Signed electronically
Rev. Jethroe Moore, II
President
San Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP

~~V!~7/
Steve Preminger
Chair
Santa Clara County Democratic Party

2102 Almaden Road Suite 114

San Jose. CA 95125

Signed electronically
Wiggsy Sivertsen
Founder of BAYMEC

Signed electronically
MyHnhPham
CEO & Founder
Asian American Center of Santa Clara County
1735 N. First Street

San Jose, CA 95112
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Andres Quintero

Treasurer
Latino Leadership Alliance
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Linda Williams
President and CEO
Planned Parenthood Mar Monte
1605 The Alameda

San Jose, CA 95126
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