
May 19 2012

Honorable Mayor and City Council,

The City of San Jose s Human Rights Commission urges you to adopt the Minimum Wage ballot
initiative by ordinance. As the Human Rights Commission works to implement the an Jose
Human Rights Policy and develop programs promoting the fulfillment of human rights in the
City, we whole-heartedly support this effort and the community that has canied the initiative

forward.

In making your decision we hope that you will consider that at the CUlTent rate of $8 an hour, the
average full-time worker will earn roughly 16640 annually, which falls way short of the salary
amount needed to sustain oneself here in San Jose. In fact, the federal minimum wage would be
$10.40 an hour ifit had kept pace with the rising cost ofliving since 1968. Studies have also
yielded that raising the minimum wage will not have a negative impact on local businesses, but
will rather promote local economic growth.

On behalf of the City of San Jose's Human Rights Commission, we appreciate your work and
attention to this significant piece of legislation and we hope that you will consider these factors
when making your decision to support the adoption of this initiative.

Yours in Community
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