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REGISTRAR ENCOURAGES VOTING BY MAIL  
IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

 
The Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters’ Office began mailing Permanent Vote by 
Mail Applications to approximately 380,000 registered voters this week. 
 
The Registrar’s Office is renewing its efforts to promote voting by mail in light of 
California’s new restrictions on electronic voting machines, which could result in longer 
lines and waiting times at the polls.  Increasing the number of voters who cast ballots by 
mail will help mitigate these effects. 
 
The mailing is part of the Registrar’s ongoing campaign to increase voters’ awareness 
of the Permanent Vote by Mail option, formerly called Permanent Absentee Voting.  
Since 2002 the number of voters registered as Permanent Vote by Mail in the county 
has grown from just 9,000 to over 300,000.  The Registrar’s Office expects that this 
number will continue to grow as more voters learn about it.  The county’s goal is to have 
500,000 Permanent Vote by Mail voters by next year’s November election. 
  
The popularity of voting by mail is due largely to its convenience. It allows voters to cast 
their ballots from the comfort of home whenever it fits their busy schedules. Voting by 
mail is an ideal choice for voters who do not have time on Election Day to go to the 
polls, find parking, and wait in line. 
  
How Voting by Mail Works 
 
Vote by Mail ballots are usually mailed about four weeks before Election Day, giving 
voters ample time to make their choices. 
 
Once the ballot is completed, it is sealed in the provided return envelope, which must be 
signed by the voter.  Ballots can be returned by mail, in person at the Registrar’s Office, 
or at any Santa Clara County polling place on Election Day.  All ballots must be 
received by the Registrar’s Office by 8 p.m. on Election Day (postmarks not accepted). 
 
 



How to Apply 
 
Permanent Vote by Mail is an option available to all registered voters. 
 
Voters who receive the Permanent Vote by Mail Application in the mail only have to sign 
the postage-paid reply card and drop it in the mail.  The application is being sent to all 
registered voters who are not currently registered as Permanent Vote by Mail. 
 
The Registrar’s Office previously sent a similar mailing in April 2007.  Over 70,000 
voters signed up to vote by mail permanently as a result. 
 
The Permanent Vote by Mail Application is also available online at www.sccvote.org. 
 
For more information, contact the Registrar of Voters’ Office at: 
 

Toll Free: (866) 430-VOTE [8683] Spanish:  (408) 282-3095  
English:  (408) 299-VOTE [8683] Vietnamese: (408) 282-3097  
TTY: (408) 288-9820  Chinese: (408) 282-3086  
Online: www.sccvote.org  Tagalog: (408) 535-3916 
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