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SUNSHINE REFORM TASK FORCE 

MEETING NOTES 
 
Thursday, July 20, 2006  City Hall W-118/119 
6:00pm – 8:00pm     
 
Present:  Ken Podgorsek, United Neighborhoods of SCC; Ed Rast, Strong Neighborhoods 
Initiative PAC; Nanci Williams, San Jose/Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce; Dan Pulcrano, 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group; Bobbie Fischler, League of Women Voters; Susan Goldberg, 
San Jose Mercury News; Judy Nadler, Markkula Center for Applied Ethics; Virginia Holtz, 
Willow Glen Neighborhood Assoc.; Joan Rivas-Cosby, Five Wounds/Brookwood Terrace 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee; Brenda Otey, At-Large Representative; Dave Roberson, 
Housing Advisory Commission. 

Absent:  Blanca Alvarado, Former Councilmember/Current Member of the Board of 
Supervisors; Dave Zenker, Falls Creek Neighborhood Association; Karl Hoffower, Citizens 
Commission on Human Rights; Phaedra Ellis-Lamkins, South Bay Labor Council. 

Staff: Lee Price, City Clerk; Sandy Lee, Interim Deputy City Manager; Tom Manheim, Public 
Outreach Manager; Sheila Tucker, City Manager’s Office; Eva Terrazas, City Manager’s 
Office/Redevelopment Agency; Dan McFadden, Interim Deputy City Manager.  
Legal Counsel: Edward Davis, Attorney, Orrick Law Firm. 

Click on the hyperlinks below to view graphic minutes from the meeting. 

Meeting Agenda
 
Announcements 
Staff announced that a report was scheduled to come forward to the City Council on 
August 29, 2006 to provide a status on the proposals referred to staff for implementation 
and the work of the Sunshine Reform Task Force.  

 
A. Select Chair/Vice Chair 

 
Upon the motion of Task Force member Virgina Holt, seconded by Bobbie Fischler, the 
Task Force deferred the selection of the Chair/Vice Chair until an additional Task Force 
member arrived. 

 
Upon a motion of Task Force member Pulcrano, seconded by Bobbie Fischler, the Task 
Force voted against establishing a three member nominating Committee to evaluate 
interested nominees and bring back a recommendation. 

 
Chair/Vice Chair Nominations:  
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 Task Force member Bobbie Fischler nominated Task Force member Susan 
Goldberg; later withdrew nomination. 

 Task Force member Brenda Otey nominated Task Force member Judy Nadler; 
declined nomination. 

 Task Force member Dan Pulcrano nominated Task Force member Bobbie Fischler; 
later withdrew nomination 

 Task Force member Ken Podgorsek nominated Task Force member Ed Rast. 
 Task Force member Joan Rivas-Cosby nominated Task Force member Dan 

Pulcrano. 
 
Upon the motion of Task Force member Nadler, seconded by Task Force member 
Rivas-Cosby, the Task Force unanimously elected Ed Rast as chair and Dan Pulcrano 
as Vice Chair. 
 
Public Comment: None 

 
B. Establish a Policy for Task Force Absences 

 
Lee Price, City Clerk, provided an overview of the guidelines on meeting absences codified 
in the Municipal Code applicable to City boards and commissions.  Upon the motion of 
Task Force member Bobbie Fischler, seconded by Ken Podgorsek, the Task Force 
unanimously voted to adopt the City’s guidelines on meeting absences for Boards and 
Commissions amended to reflect the policy established at the July 6, 2006 meeting for 
filling vacancies.  

 
Public Comment: None 
 
Action Item:  Staff will consolidate the guidelines on meeting absences and the policy for 
filling vacancies and distribute to Task Force members. 

 
C. Establish a Task Force “Code of Conduct” 

 
Task Force member Judy Nadler provided an overview of a draft code of conduct crafted 
from a variety of ethics and values documents from the Markkula Center for Applied 
Ethics, as well as from existing does of ethics and conducts from municipal governments. 
 
Upon a motion of Task Force member Nadler, seconded by Task Force member Holtz, the 
Task Force voted to a adopt the proposed code of ethics with direction to refer the 
provision related to conflict of interest disclosure to the Fair Political Practice Commission 
for an advisory opinion.  

 
Public Comment: Bob Brownstein, resident, commended Task Force member Nadler for 
the outstanding job in drafting the model code of conduct.  Mr. Brownstein further 



Sunshine Reform Task Force 
Meeting Notes 
July 20, 2006 
Page 3 

expressed his concern that two members of the Task Force had an economic conflict of 
interest. 
 
Action Item: Staff will refer the “Code of Conduct” provision related to conflict of interest 
disclosure to the Fair Political Practice Commission for an advisory opinion.  
 
Action Item: Staff will print a poster size display of the “Code of Conduct” for posting at 
future meetings and on the City’s website.  Staff will also provide copies to all Task Force 
members.  

 
D. Develop a Work Plan 
 

1. Establish a Process/Protocol for Accepting Reform Proposals  
 
Upon the motion of Task Force member Podgorsek, seconded by Task Force member 
Fischler, the Task Force unanimously agreed to: 1) accept all new proposals by the City 
Council, Task Force members, and third parties until August 31, 2006, with further 
direction to staff to post the information on the City’s web-site, and 2) accept all 
previously submitted proposals for the Task Force’s review and consideration.  The Task 
Force is also empowered to consider other items that arise during its deliberations if the 
item is relevant to the proposals being reviewed. 
 
Public Comment: Bob Brownstein, resident, encouraged the Task Force to remain open 
to ideas from members of this group or outside parties after the August 31st deadline for 
submitting proposals if the ideas are relevant reactions to proposals being discussed.  
 
Action Item: Staff will announce on the City’s web site that the Task Force is accepting 
reform proposals until August 31, 2006.  

 
2. Discuss Reform Proposals and Identify Common Groupings 

 
Upon the motion of Task Force member Podgorsek, seconded by Task Force member 
Fischler, the Task Force unanimously agreed to adopt the following reform categories as 
a framework for subsequent discussion: 

 Public Meetings 
 Public Information and Outreach 
 Ethics and Conduct 
 Closed Session 
 Public Records 
 Technology  
 Enforcement 

 
E. Next Agenda  
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The agenda for the next meeting will include the following: 

 Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 Overview of Proposals Referred to Staff for Implementation 
 Clarification from Legal Counsel on the Community Events Calendar and the City’s E-

Government Policy 
 Consideration of Breaking into Sub-Committees 

 
F. Public Comment 
 

Bob Brownstein, resident, encouraged the Task Force, in regards to the comment raised on 
monitoring performance of other jurisdictions, to look beyond empirical consequences and 
to consider the consequences of grass roots politics that won’t happen because of an 
excessive approach to this issue. 

 
G. Meeting Adjourned  
 

Upon the motion of Task Force member Podgorsek, seconded by Task Force member 
Nadler, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 


