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RESOLUTION NO. 73979 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
JOSE MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS REQUIRED 
BY REDEVELOPMENT LAW, HEALTH AND SAFETY 
CODE SECTION 33445, FOR FUNDING OF THE 
JAPANTOWN CULTURAL PRESERVATION PROJECTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Agency of the City of San Jose ("Agency") is presently 

engaged in redevelopment activities in the Japantown Redevelopment Project Area 

(“Project Area”); and 

 

WHEREAS, in March 2002, California voters approved Proposition 40, which allocated 

funds for historical and cultural resources projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, in August 2003, the Agency received notice from the California Department 

of Parks and Recreation (“CDPR”) that San Jose’s Japantown cultural preservation 

projects were selected for Proposition 40 funding, in the amount of $333,333; and 

 

WHEREAS, Japantown Community Congress, working with the Agency and City, 

proposed that the Proposition 40 funds be used to design and build: (1) seating 

arrangements (called Ikoi no ba) with benches, trees and other landscaping, (2) 

landmarks at the intersection of Jackson and Fifth Streets, marking the center of 

Japantown, and (3) history markers, identifying historic buildings and places where 

important community events have occurred (collectively, “Projects”); and 

 

WHEREAS, in October 2003, the Agency Board authorized the Executive Director to 

execute an agreement with the CDPR and to encumber funds for the Projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, in June 2006, the City Council approved Community Development Block 

Grant (“CDBG”) funding in the amount of $50,000 to be allocated to a portion of the 

Projects; and 
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WHEREAS, Section 33445 of the California Health and Safety Code authorizes a 

redevelopment agency, with the consent of the legislative body, to pay for the costs of 

certain public improvements if the legislative body determines that:  1) the public 

improvements benefit the project area; 2) no other reasonable means of financing the 

improvements are available to the community, and 3) payment for the improvements will 

assist in the elimination of blight in the project area and is consistent with the 

implementation plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Projects are of benefit to the Project Area because they provide a 

center for community activities, provide public amenities for the Japantown community, 

and contribute to the preservation of cultural assets; and 

 

WHEREAS, no other reasonable means of financing the Projects is available as neither 

the City nor the Agency has sufficient funds in its current budget to pay for the 

improvements, apart from the Proposition 40 and CDBG grant funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Projects will assist in the elimination of blight by bringing the 

streetscape to life and by encouraging visitors and the community to make economic 

investments in the area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Projects are consistent with the adopted implementation plan for the 

Project Area, which calls for improvements to civic facilities; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

JOSE: 

 
A. Determines that Agency funding of the Projects: 
 

(1) benefits the Project Area; 
(2) cannot be reasonably financed by other means; 
(3) assists in the elimination of blight; 



RD:KJ:CER  Res. No. 73979 
8/28/2007 
 
 

 
T-4645.003\ RESO_73979 3 
Agency Board Agenda: 8-28-2007 
Item No.: 8.3(a) 

(4) is consistent with the adopted implementation plan for the Project Area. 
 
B. Consents to the Agency’s funding of the Projects. 
 

ADOPTED this 28th day of August, 2007, by the following vote: 
 
 
 AYES: 
 
 

CAMPOS, CHIRCO, CHU, CONSTANT, CORTESE, 
LICCARDO, NGUYEN, OLIVERIO, PYLE, WILLIAMS; 
REED 
 

 NOES: 
 
 

NONE 

 ABSENT: 
 
 

NONE 

 DISQUALIFIED: 
 
 
 

NONE 

 CHUCK REED 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
LEE PRICE, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 


