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October 2, 2009 
 
 
City of San Jose 
Transportation and Environment Committee 
 
Ref:  Green Building Ordinance for New Private Sector Construction – Follow up on 

Formaldehyde Issues, October 5, 2009 Council Meeting 
 

Dear Transportation and Environment Committee: 
 
Since our origination in 2004, Build It Green has been an active advocate of stronger regulations 
for better indoor air quality in our homes and has been a leader in promoting the new California 
regulations that are expected to reduced formaldehyde levels in homes.   We applaud all those 
who make efforts towards this goal.    
 
As we tighten our homes to create better energy efficiency, it becomes ever more important to 
find solutions to indoor air quality issues.   The US is behind the rest of the industrialized nations 
in regulating products and practices to enhance indoor air quality in homes.   High formaldehyde 
levels in tight, under-ventilated homes has recently become an industry wide issue.   Products 
such as a wide array of home furnishings and composite building products for interior use are a 
primary source of formaldehyde.  Therefore, increasing the availability of products containing 
less formaldehyde is key to reducing the emissions in homes.   To that end, only the State of 
California has passed such monumental regulations that will require reduced formaldehyde levels 
in interior grade engineered wood products which go into making cabinets, shelving, flooring and 
such.  These regulations will require ever lower formaldehyde levels in the products, phased over 
time, making them the most stringent regulations of any industrialized country in the world.  
California’s efforts have been applauded nationally, resulting in a Federal Senate Bill asking for 
adoption by the Federal EPA within 6 months time.   Not without merit is the fact that major 
composite wood manufacturer’s associations are supporting the bill. 
 
Adding to the efforts at improving indoor air, beginning January 2010, compliance with 
California energy code will include mechanical ventilation requirements in all new California 
homes.  Build It Green is currently reviewing our GreenPoint Rated checklist and program 
requirements with the intent to find avenues to support the implementation of both of these new 
regulations.   
 
While we support advocacy efforts, such as those made by Ms. Kincaid’s, we highly recommend 
an industry wide approach, such as the changes initiated in the State of California.  Organized 
efforts by many environmental organizations, such as Build It Green, have been underway for 
decades and have laid the hard fought foundation for these new regulations to even come to bear.   
 
Ms. Kincaid has recommended requiring formaldehyde testing of homes.   Build It Green 
cautions this approach.  Accurate test results are critical to effecting change, yet are subject to 
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consistent and proven testing protocols, which have little chance of occurring on the ground in 
such a large scale testing format.  Build It Green would instead support a City sponsored 
educational program or campaign targeting homeowners and the local building industry.   
Providing information about available products and practices that can enhance indoor air quality 
in homes may be the best solution to creating healthier homes.  The State of California has taken 
huge strides by enacting ventilation and interior composite wood product regulations.  To support 
that, education to the public about these regulations and lower formaldehyde choices in home 
furnishings are the logical next steps to consider.    
 
Build It Green is a professional non-profit membership organization whose mission is to 
promote healthy, energy and resource-efficient homes in California. Supported by a solid 
foundation of outreach and education, the organization connects consumers and building 
professionals with the tools and technical expertise they need to build quality green 
homes.   
 
You may find additional information about Build It Green and GreenPoint Rated at:  
http://www.builditgreen.org/ 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
 
Catherine Merschel 
Executive Director 
Build It Green 
510-845-0472 ex. 104 
catherine@builditgreen.org 


