
RULES COMMITTEE: 06-08-11
ITEM: Dl(b)

Subject: AB 312 (Lowenthal, B.)
Civil rights: Homeless Persons

Recommend Position: Support

CITY COUNCIL ACTION REQUEST
Department: CEQA: N/A Coordination: City Mgr/City CMO Approval:
Housing Atty/Legis. Rep in Sacramento Dept. Approval:

/s/Leslye Corsiglia
RECOMMENED ACTION:

1. Pursuant to the City’s streamlined bill process for responding quickly to legislative proposals,
approve support for AB 312 (Lowenthal, B.)- Civil rights: Homeless Persons.

2. Recommend a one-week turnaround so that the City’s LegislativeAdvocate in Sacramento
can indicate support for AB 312 (Lowenthal, B.).

BILL SYNOPSIS:

This bill specifically adds homeless persons to the list of individuals protected from violence and
intimidation under the Ralph Civil Rights Act. By adding homeless persons as a protected class,
they would have the ability to bring a civil action for damages, attorney fees, and other appropriate
relief if there is an infringement of their rights. It also provides a comprehensive definition of a
"homeless person."

IMPACTS TO CITY OF SAN JOSE:
The author of this bill, Assemblymember Lowenthal, has indicated that on a national level, there
has been an increase in violence towards homeless people. A report entitled, "America’s Growing
Tide of Violence," notes that California has the second-highest rate of violence against homeless
persons in the nation. Florida, which led the nation in violence against the homeless from 2005-
2008, has already added the homeless to their hate crimes law.

According to the 2009 Homeless Census and Survey, San Jose had 4,193 homeless residents, the
majority of whom were living unsheltered. Although local data on violent crimes against San Jose’s
homeless is not readily available, passage of AB 312 would ensure that they would be protected
under the Ralph Civil Rights Act. It is hoped that this bill would provide additional means of
deterring and punishing hate-based violence against homeless persons.
POLICY ALIGNMENT:

This bill is consistent with the Council-adopted 2011 Legislative Guiding Principles.

SUPPORTERS/OPPONENTS:

Supporters: People Assisting the Homeless (PATH), California Communities United Institute,
California Psychiatric Association, Consumer Attorneys of California, Gramercy Housing Group,
Regional Task Force on the Homeless, and Mental Health America - Los Angeles

Opponents: None on file.

STATUS OF BILL:

This bill has now advanced to the Senate. It has been forwarded to the Senate Rules Committee
for assignment.

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT: LESLYE CORSIGLIA, 535-385t
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COUNCIL DISTRICT: Citywide

SUBJECT: APPOINTMENTS TO THE DOWNTOWN PARKING BOARD

RECOMMENDATION

That the Rules and Open Government Committee approve and forward to the City Council the
following appointments to the Downtown Parking Board:

APPOINTMENTS
¯ Corinne Winter - as an At-Large representative
¯ Steve Borkenhagen -as the Downtown Association Representative

BACKGROUND

The Downtown Parking Board was established to serve as a forum for public discussion of
downtown parking issues, to help coordinate downtown parking programs, and to increase their
effectiveness. The Board, with its mission "to create and maintain.a downtown public parldng
system that provides available and accessible parking," reviews parldng system operations,
financials and develops parking recommendations for the City Council and Redevelopment
Agency Board. The Parking Board is vital to the development of a successful parldng strategy
for downtown with effective community involvement.

The recommended appointments will fill an At-Large position and the Downtown Association
representative position. Ms. Winter and Mr. Borkenhagen are dedicated individuals with a strong
commitment to the Downtown and parldng program and will bring valuable perspectives to the
Downtown Parking Board. Ms. Winter is Executive Director of the Silicon Valley Bicycle
Coalition with headquarters in San Jose. Mr. Borkenhagen has expertise in business, the
restaurant industry and is the head of marketing for the proposed Urban Market.


