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RECOMMENDATION

Acceptance of the workload assessment for the creation of a Megan's Law Task Force.

BACKGROUND

This Task Force, working in conjunction with other agencies and organizations, would
increase communication and add support for the City of San Jose's Police Department's 290
Team. The 290 Team monitors approximately 2,400 registered sex offenders who reside
within the City of San Jose. With the passage in 1996 of Federal and subsequent State
legislation known as "Megan's Law", information about these registered sex offenders now
appears on the California Department of Justice Internet Web Site. As a result of the
information being more available to the public, it has created additional concerns with
community members as to knowing where sexual predators live in their neighborhoods. These
concerns have caused an increased need to work with other agencies and organizations.

ANALYSIS

The proposed Megan's Law Task Force consisting of State and Santa Clara County agencies,
housing providers and community groups working together as a task force would increase the
ability to monitor registered sex offenders. The Task Force working together to enhance
communication and address new or proposed State legislation will build stronger partnerships
between agencies. The combined work of the Task Force will increase our residents'
awareness and allow the community to make informed decisions about matters related to sex
offenders residing in the City.

Membership as recommended by the Rules Committee on September 14:

Vice Mayor Cindy Chavez, City of San Jose
Senator Elaine Alquist, Chair, Senate Committee on Public Safety
Chief Robert Davis, San Jose Police Department
Leslye Krutko, Director of the Housing Department
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Betsy Shotwell, Director of Intergovernmental Relations,
Sheriff Laurie Smith, Santa Clara County Sheriff
SAFE program representative
7 Neighborhood Representatives
State Parole representative
Major Doug Tollerud, Salvation Army
Christine Burroughs, Executive Director, InnVision of Santa Clara Valley
Eric Wiegers, California Apartment Association, Tri-County

Issues that the Task Force would consider:

. Improve the ability to monitor sex offenders by strengthening communication between
agencies related to working with this issue. These agencies would include the
California Parole Office, local homeless shelters, neighborhood leaders, and the
housing industry including the Tri-County Apartment Association.

. Address new and proposed State legislation concerning Megan's Law.

Workload Assessment:

Carrying out the proposal would require the City's Police and Housing departments working
in close coordination with the Vice Mayor's Office to finalize a membership list for the Task
Force. Subsequent outreach would take place to invite these agencies and organizations to the
Task Force's inaugural meeting at a time and location TBD. At the Vice Mayor's suggestion,
this Task Force would meet four times, every three weeks starting in October 2005 and hold
its' final meeting before the end ofthe calendar year. Above referenced City departments and
Intergovernmental Relations staff would need to schedule appropriate time to participate in
the Task Force's meetings and prepare any needed materials. The 290 Team of 5 FT staff are
on call and a staff member's presence at the Task Force meetings would be subject to
availability, but a 290 Team member will be present at each meeting. Housing has staffthat
monitor legislation and will include this responsibility as required.

Following the organizational meeting of the Task Force, City staff time would be needed in
developing future agendas, sending meeting notices, and analyzing related issues. This would
include analyzing State Legislation which would require additional assistance from the City
Attorney's Office and Intergovernmental Relations staff.

COORDINATION

This information was coordinated with the Police and Housing Departments, the City
Attorney's Office and the City's Legislative Representative in Sacramento.

~J~1
~~ISHOTWELL

Director, Intergovernmental Relations
Attachment: Vice Mayor Chavez's September 13memorandum to Rules Committee
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The City Manager's Office perform a workload assessment of creating a Megan's Law
Taskforce to provide support for the Police Department's 290 registrant's team.

DATE: September 13,2005

DATE: qI3;0~

BACKGROUND

Megan's law is vital in offering community members a deeper awareness of their neighborhoods
and the tools to make informed decisions to keep their children safe. Megan's law, however, is
not perfect. The nation has witnessed periodic breakdowns in the law's effectiveness and new
legislation has been needed to keep the law effective and nimble. By strengthening pm1nerships
between agencies and organizations, we can create a more effective strategy to confront sexual
predators in our community.

I recommend the creation of a Megan's Law Taskforce. The goal of this taskforce will be to
improve the ability to monitor sex offenders by strengthening communication between agencies
such as California State Parole, local homeless shelters, neighborhood leaders, and leaders in the
housing industry (i.e., the Tri-County Apartment Association).

I recommend that the following individuals be a part of the Taskforce to ensure its success:
. Vice-Mayor Cindy Chavez, City of San Jose
. Chief Robert Davis, San Jose Police Department
. Senator Elaine Alquist, Chair, Senate Committee on Public Safety
. Sheriff Laurie Smith, Santa Clare County Sheriff
. SAFE program representative
. 7 Neighborhood representatives
. State Parole representative
. Major Doug Tollerud, Salvation Army
. Christine Burroughs, Executive Direction, InnVision of Santa Clara Valley
. Eric Wiegers, California Apartment Association, Tri-County

San Jose hosts 61% (2,400) of Santa Clara County's sex offender population (3,929). The
significant number of sex offenders centered in San Jose and possible chan"gesin California's
Megan's law makes the timing for this Taskforce incredibly important.


