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RECOMMENDATION 
Direct staff to draft an urgency ordinance removing the requirement of an appeal hearing for 
tree-removal permits that involve diseased tulip trees in District 1 where the tree is dead or 
dying.  

BACKGROUND 
Neighborhoods in District 1 are currently besieged with diseased tulip trees that are dead or 
dying.  Homeowners in a number of neighborhoods have suffered with the blight that is created 
by these trees as the City has mandated heroic measures be taken to revive trees that are near the 
end of their useful lives.  Unfortunately, these measures have failed and resulted dead or dying 
tree-lined streets.  During the hot summer months, the tree canopy has been negatively affected 
by the numerous trees without leaves.  If action is not taken soon then neighborhoods will suffer 
the loss of hundreds of trees with no plan for replacement.  An urgency ordinance is needed to 
remove the requirement of a 14-day waiting period, as well as the resulting delays caused by 
appeals, in order to provide the City Arborist and homeowners the opportunity to address this 
imminent problem. 
 
Adding to the urgency of the situation is the fact that trees planted at this time of year have the 
best chance for survival.  Without the action recommended by this ordinance it is likely that 
entire neighborhoods will suffer extended periods of time without the benefits of a mature tree 
canopy. 
 
This action will result in efficient and expedited tree replacement to the betterment of 
neighborhoods throughout District 1. 
 
ALTERNATIVE: 
Due to the fact that this problem is not specific to District 1, the Council should consider a 
citywide policy on this issue. 

 


