
RULES COIVIMITTEE: 08-15-07 
ITEM: C1a 

CITYOF~ 
SAN]OSE	 Memorandum
 
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY 

TO:	 RULES AND OPEN .FROM: Leslye Krutko 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: SEE BELOW	 DATE: July 30, 2007 

Approved	 Date 

( Council District: All 
SNI:AII 

SUBJECT:	 SB 275 (CEDILLO) HEALTH CARE FACILITIES: PATIENT 
TRANSPORT 

RECOMMENDATION
 

The Housing Departmentrecommends that:
 

1. The Mayor and City Council support if amended, SB 275 (Cedillo). 

2. The Committee provide a one-week turn around for Mayor and City Council review. 

OUTCOME 

If the Rules and Open Government Committee and the Mayor and City Council accept staff's 
recommendation, the City lobbyist could begin seeking support for SB 275. 

BACKGROUND 

The 2006-2007 State Legislative cycle has featured over 100 housing-related bills. Of these, over 
20 bills seem to be particularly relevant to the residents of San Jose, the Housing Department, and 
the City. AB 845 is one of these bills; as such, Housing Department staff is presenting it to the 
Rules and Open Government Committee. 

ANALYSIS
 

A fact sheet and analysis of SB 275 is attached.
 



RULES AND OPEN GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 
July 30, 2007
 
Subject: ~.s 275 (Cedillo) - Health Care Facilities: Patient Transport
 

PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST 

o	 Criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or greater. 
(Required: Website Posting) 

o	 Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public 
health, safety, quality of life, or financialJeconomic vitality of the City. (Required: E-mail 
and Website Posting) 

o	 Criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that 
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Coun~il or a 
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, 
Commuuity Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

This legislative item does not meet any of the above criteria. 

COORDINATION 

This memorandum was coordinated with the City Attorney's Office. 

POLICY ALIGNMENT 

The attached fact sheet and analysis are consistent with the Council-adopted 2007 Legislative 
Guiding Principles, and the Council-adopted guidelines. 

CEQA 

Not a project 

~~Y 
Director of Housing 

For more information call Melissa Whatley, Policy Manager, at (408) 975-4418 



AB 275 (CEDILLO) -HEALTH CARE FACILITIES: PATIENT TRANSPORT
 

What's the issue the bill is trying to resolve? 

Recent actions by Los Angeles area hospitals to discharge homeless patients in downtown Los 
Angeles' skid row and other inappropriate locations without the patients' consent, has forced 
attention to the issue of hospital discharge practices. A significant proportion of hospital patients in 
California are homeless, and they are more likely to have serious mental and physical health 
disabilities. As such, their release from hospitals must be well planned to ensure that they or others 
are not put in danger, and that they are empowered with the choice to be discharged where they 
please. 

The intent of this bill is to deter a health facility or staff of a health facility from discharging and 
transporting homeless individuals without the consent of the patient. SB 275, sponsored by the City 
of Los Angeles, would prohibit hospitals from transporting discharged patients to locations other 

.than the patients' residences without their informed consent. Violating SB 275 would be punishable 
as a misdemeanor subject to fines of up to $10,000 per violation or up to a year in county jail. 

How would the passage o/this bill affect San Jose? 

If SB 275 becomes law, California hospital patients (including San Jose residents), would enjoy. 
legal protection from being discharged against their will and to areas that may be incompatible to 
their disabilities. 

What is staff's Proposed Position? 

Staff recommends that the City support SB 275. Discharged hospital patients are particularly 
vuln.erable because many have serious physical and mental disabilities. SB 275 is consistent with 
the Council-adopted 2007 Legislative Guiding Principles. One principle in the "Protecting Local 
Control" section of the Legislative Guiding Principles supports. " ... ensuring reasonable 
accommodations to the disabled." SB 275 is consistent with this principle and consistent with the 
Blue Ribbon Task Force's discharge planning effort. This is an important policy that will require 
greater cooperation between hospitals, local governments, and service providers in order to improve 
the outcome for chronically homeless and prevent future episodes of homelessness. 

Who are the bill's supporters and opponents? 

The bill is being sponsored by the City of Los Angeles and is supported by the California Alliance 
for Retired Americans, Union Rescue Mission, City of Sacramento, Central City East Association, 
Los Angeles Police Department, and Protection and Advocacy, Inc. The bill is opposed by the 
California Hospital Association, which states that "on average, homeless patients spend four days 
longer in a hospital than is necessary because of the lack of community services available for post
hospital care." They state concerns about the cost of implementing the bill. 



What is the current status ofthe measure? 

The bill passed off the Senate Floor on May 31,2007 by a vote of 24~13. On July 18, 2007 it was 
set for a first hearing in the Senate Appropriations Committee and referred to the suspense file. 


