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Single use disposable shopping bags

Community and 
Economic 
Development 
Committee
August 24, 2009

Roosevelt Park, Coyote Creek, August 09
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Supports San José policies

• Stormwater Permit 
Requirements

• Urban Environmental 
Accords

• Cities Keep it Clean 
Partnership

10th and Hedding, August 09
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14 million 
trees

12 million barrels of 
oil

38 billion disposable bags 
per year

Resources for paper and plastic?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where do they come from?

They come from natural resources, and actually deplete non-renewable resources at a surprising rate.



Paper bags are made from trees, 14 million trees per year for the US alone.  That could build a lot of homes.



And plastic bags are made from fossil fuels – in fact the equivalent  to 12 million barrels of oil. 

(natural gas in the US)

That fuel is equivalent to what it would take to fuel 500,000 cars with gas for an entire year. [2]



All this to produce more than 38 billion bags a year.



********

(A single tree can absorb one ton (2,000 pounds) of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. One acre of tree cover can compensate for automobile fuel use equivalent to driving a car between 7,200 and 8,700 miles) [1]

[1] Tree stat: http://www.greendallas.net/trees.html

[2] Reusables.com

(Worldwide statistics - courtesy of National Geographic)
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The lifespan of a bag…by design

Useful life of a disposable bag 
averages 12 minutes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The destruction of forests, the depletion of non-renewable energy - all to make a product That has been designed to be used -– from the store to home – of approximately 12 minutes.

(12 minute fact (cnn.com/2208/WORLD))
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… many, many years

By design, lifespan of a reusable...

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reusable bags on the other hand, are designed to be used over and over again, for a few years, for many uses.
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A regional effort

• Working with Santa Clara County 
cities and the county 

• Commission recommends 
• plastic bag ban, and
• fee on paper

•BayROC - Bring Your Own Bag
• San Francisco
• Oakland
• Marin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other cities are waiting for us to take the leadership on this issue.



Cities throughout Santa Clara County have been looking at this issue



In 2009, on Earth Day, the County’s Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission made their decision for a recommendation:  ban on plastic and fee on paper.

Food establishments and restaurants would not be included

Exemptions would be made for non-profit stores such as Salvation Army, that have a reusable bag program.  

Salvation Army sells a woven polypropylene bag for $1, and they give a 25 cent credit every time you shop with it at their store. 

Recommending that cities bring forth an ordinance November 2009, with an effective date of April 2010, the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day.

San Jose is also partnering with SF, Oakland, Marin, Palo Alto and other Bay Area jurisdictions to create a media campaign for BYOB for radio and TV as well as print ads.  Make it a habit and grab it. 
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Regional Stormwater Permit
• Impaired by trash – Guadalupe River, Coyote Creek, 

Silver Creek

Canoas Creek, Coyote Creek, 
January 09 

• Stringent litter reduction 
requirements

• Bay Area-wide 
coordination

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In San Jose, a number of creeks 



The Regional Water Permit process is moving forward, and currently the City and other permit holders are being faced with more stringent litter reduction requirements.  The permit will require that we reduce litter in the creeks in the coming years by 40%.  That is a large reduction. 



All cities in the Bay Area are faced with this requirement. 
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Palo Alto
• March 18 – voted to ban plastic bags 7 large 

grocery stores
• Ban effective September 18

– Plastic bags in produce and meat sections not 
affected

• Settled litigation
– will do EIR for future 

actions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important local development is the action in Palo Alto
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Pacific Gyre and marine debris

San Jose Mercury 
News 8/4/09 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But internationally, this issue continues to gain attention.  The impacts of plastics on world wide oceans are under heavy scrutiny.  The Pacific Gyre is one collection of currents, but there are various gyres around the world that also contain plastic particles, 



6X more plastic particles than plankton (last I heard – need to check what the latest figures are)
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International action
• Plastic bag ban – Asia, Africa
• United Nations Environmental Programme

(UNEP) – promoting global ban 

Green Team of San José,
plastic bags stockpiled, 

December 08

• Plastic bag fee – Ireland, 
Germany, Taiwan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The UN’s Environmental ‘Committee’ or program in June announced that they are recommending a world wide ban on plastics because of its impact on the marine environment. 



As you probably already know, plastic bags have been banned in China, the thinnest bags are banned in India and parts of Africa, and in other countries, stores charge a fee for plastic bags.  They are no longer free.



That pile of bags from Green Team of San Jose was a problem for that company. In December they had to pay $180 to have those bags taken away.  Recycling markets are volatile. 
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Role of recycling

• At large grocery 
stores and pharmacies

• Dry cleaning bags, 
clean plastic bags

• Not at curbside

• No impact on litter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are getting the message out when we talk about bags – Take plastic bags back to the stores.  Clean plastic, like dry cleaning bags, can be returned to bins at the large grocery stores and pharmacies. 



We are getting the word out to no longer place plastic bags in curbside recycling.  
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U. S. bans or fees
1. San Francisco, Calif., bag ban (2007) 
2. Malibu, Calif., bag ban (2008) 
3. Maui County, Hawaii, bag ban (2008) 
4. Westport, Conn., bag ban (2008) 
5. Fairfax, Calif., bag ban (2008) 
6. Palo Alto, Calif., bag ban (2009) 
7. North Carolina Outer Banks (3 counties) ban (2009) 
8. Edmonds, Wash., ban (2009) 
9. Bethel, Alaska, ban (2009) 
10. District of Columbia (2009)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the U.S. the following cities have successfully enacted a ban or a fee, and the list of other communities that are considering one or the other is much longer.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locally, our staff recently were doing outreach and public education at a summer festival on August 15, with some work2future staff.



They decided to check out the creek at Roosevelt Park, Coyote Creek, and they started to see bags.  Here’s what a picture of a bag near the creek looks like.
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80 plastic bags collected from 300’ bank, Coyote Creek, August 15, 2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They counted 80 in all, on a random Saturday morning.  They made a display of the bags at the booth where they were doing public education, where they were giving away reusable bags.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the City of SJ, we have 135 miles of creeks, and a population of 1 million.  This is part of what is creating a problem in oceans worldwide.



Zero Waste Goals:  reducing plastics use overall will be a difficult thing, but as various, millions of kinds of plastics continue to break down in marine environments, we will start seeing more about health issues of plastics. This issue is the low hanging fruit, to get us moving on this initial behavior change.   
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Outreach in San José

San Jose Flea Market

Downtown San Jose 
Farmers Market

National Night Out 
• Edenvale/Great Oaks
• Five Wounds/Brookwood Terrace
• Emma Prusch

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So we have been working hard to get the word out to the community. We purchased blue bags in 2008, and have been working with RDA staff, and Bag Stakeholders like the Flea Market, to get the word out that SJ is considering an action.



Visited the Flea Market vendors.  They gave us feedback that if the City took an action on this, it would help them to save money they spend on plastic bags.

Small turnout – 15 vendors

We have plans to continue working with them to do public education.

National Night Out was a good series of events for us:

CommUniverCity partnered with us to distribute free reusable bags

Pledge and survey at public events

DT Farmers Market
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Outreach in San José

Uptown Summer Festival

Almaden Valley Community, Berryessa Citizens 
Advisory Council, San Tomas West

Business Associations
The Alameda, Alum Rock Village, 
Evergreen, Luna Park, Japantown, 
Story Road

Community Associations

Seniors
Moreland Deaf Seniors, Hank Lopez Sr. Ctr, 
Senior Citizens Commission, Catholic 
Charities Senior Housing 

And more…
Mercy Housing, Hoffman/Via Monte SNI, 
Business Owner Space, Generation 
Engage, SJSU Environmental Students, 
Algalita Marine Research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
this slide summarizes some key categories of groups were we have visited, given a presentation to give people an idea of what the city is considering, and why…

The complete list of outreach we’ve done to date can be seen in the memo – 



Gigante, the mascot for the SJ Giants at the East Santa Clara Business Association Festival



People signing PLEDGE/SURVEY
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pledge/Survey we are doing

Optional

English and Spanish

An extra step to remind people: DON’T FORGET YOUR BAG IN THE CAR

PB no longer accepted at curbside – return them to the stores

Invitation to be part of a study – in a few months, after an ordinance is enacted perhaps, we will follow up and ask about reusable bag usage increase?
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Strategies - fees

• Effective 
• Avoidable with reusable 

bags
• Retains consumer options

Pros: Cons:

• Current economy
• Administrative effort

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So T&E asked us to present all the options, and they are described in the memo more fully.  Here are the key points. 



Fees are one possible strategy which have been under consideration.

Effective:  even people who have been opposed to a fee have told us that this would in fact 
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Strategies – bans

• Addresses marine debris, 
most persistent waste

• Less administrative effort

Pros: Cons:

• Fewer options for 
consumers at check-out
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Strategies – public education only

• Raises awareness

Pros: Cons:

• Costly 
• Ineffective for behavior 

change



22

Next steps

• Continue with public education

• Respond to Council direction

• CEQA document
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International Actions – Ban or Fee
Argentina
Australia (7 cities) 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Bhutan 
Brazil 
Buenos Aires
Canada (8 Cities) 
Chile 
China
Denmark
Eritrea

Ethiopia
France 
Germany 
Ghana
Hong Kong
India
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Kenya
Lesotho
Rwanda

Somaliland 
South Africa
Spain
Taiwan
Tanzania
United Kingdom  
(12 Cities)
Uganda
Uruguay 
Zanzibar
Uganda 
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U.S. and California – under consideration

Alaska
Austin
Arizona
Boston
Chicago
Florida
Lake County
Maui
Michigan
New Jersey
New York City 

New York State
4 New York 
Counties
Phoenix
Portland
Rhode Island
Seattle
Tempe
WashingtonDC
West Virginia
Westport

Berkeley 
Encinitas 
Fairfax 
Fresno
Gilroy
Los Angeles
LA County
Malibu
Manhattan Beach
Mendocino 
County
Oakland
Pasadena

Palo Alto 
Palm Springs
San Diego
San Francisco
San Jose
Santa Barbara
Santa Clara 
County
15 Santa Clara 
County Cities
Santa Monica
Solana Beach
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