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SIJBJECT: Summary of Amendments to Chapter 17.12 of the San Jose Municipal Code 
for Adoption of the 2007 California Fire Code 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. 	 Accept this staff memorandum outlining proposed aineizdme~lts to Chapter 17.12 of the San 
Jose Municipal Code to adopt the 2007 California Fire Code. 

2. 	 Direct staff to present to the City Council by Noveinber 6, 2007, an Ordiriailce aineiidiiig 
Chapter 17.12 of the Sail Jose Municipal Code to adopt the 2007 edition of the California 
Fire Code. 

Prior to 2000, there were tlree model building and fire codes in the TJnited States. The model 
codes were published by tlxee code-malting organizations - the Inter~~atioiial Coilfereiice of 
Building Officials (ICBO), the Building Officials and Code Adlniilistrators Iizternational 
(BOCA) and S o u t l ~ e r ~ ~  Building Code Coilgress Illternatiol~al (SBCC). In 1994, ICBO, BOCA, 
and SBCC created the Iilterilatioilal Code Council (ICC) to develop a single set of 
coinprel~ensive arid coordinated model constructiori and fire codes for use throughout the United 
States. By 2000, a complete set of constructioii aiid fire codes was published by the ICC. TJpon 
its publication in 2000, most of the states adopted the combined and conipreherisive Iilternatiollal 
Codes. In 2007, California and Hawaii were the last states to adopt the Iilternatio~lal Code 
Coullcil rnodel codes as the official state building and fire codes. 

011January 30,2007, California adopted and approved the 2007 edition of the Califorllia 
Building Standard Codes, iilcludiilg the California Fire Code (CFC). The 2007 California 
Buildi~lg Standard Codes shall apply to ally building or structure for wl~icli application for a 
building perillit is made on or after Jaizuary 1, 2008. 
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Due to the substaiitial differences between the codes currently in place and the new 2007 
Califoi-nia Fire Code, staff in its September 2007 report to the Commuility and Ecoriomic 
Developmelit (CED) and tlie Public Safety, Fiiiarice aiid Strategic Support (PSFSS) Coiiiinittees 
provided a tinlelirie for tlie adoption of the 2007 Califoniia Building ~ta~idards  that included 
roundtable meetings and fiee traiiliiig sessions to assist the custoi~~ers iii understai~ding tlie code 
changes. 

The State of California allows local muiiicipalities to modify tlie Califonlia Codes to inalce the111 
rriore restrictive (riot less), provided certain express fiildiiigs are made that the proposed 
i~iodificatioizs necessary due to special climatic, geological, or topographical coi1ditioils that call 
affect the health, welfare, and safety of local residents. Any local a~nendments riiust be made 
prior to the effective date of State Codes (January 1, 2008). 

111 accordaiice wit11 the tirneliize, staff is presenting for approval of tlie CED and PSFSS 
Coininittees a suinmary of proposed a~neildillerits to Chapter 17.12 of tlie S a ~ l  Jose Muiiicipal 
Code to adopt the 2007 Califo~mia Fire Code with local a~nendmeiits. Upon approval, staff will 
present to the City Council an Ordinailce to adopt the 2007 California Fire Code as ai~ieiided. 
Adoption of and anlendiilerits to the Buildiizg, Electrical, Mecliai~ical, Plumbing, Energy, and 
Historical Building Codes are being presented by tlie Director of Plaiuiing, Building and Code 
Ellforcement, under a separate report to tlie Cominittee and the Council. 

ANALYSIS 

Pal-ticipation in tlie Code Adoptioil Process and Unifonllity in Local Code Aneiidn~e~zts 

The City of Sari Jose was well represented during the state adoptioii process. The City's Chief 
Building Official and Fire Marshal were key inelnbers of the State Fire Marshal's Core 
Coininittee that reviewed all proposed state ai~iendments to the 2006 Zntenlatioilal Building and 
Fire Codes. Additioiially, Building and Fire staff inembers were sig~lificaiit coiltributors in tlie 
state's various worlciiig groups that reviewed the 2006 Iiiternational Codes and recomme~ided 
state aineiidi~lents to tlie Core Coiniilittee. 

To work towards uniforinity ill adopting code amendriients in the Bay area, City staff worked 
wit11 otlier local jurisdictions by participating in the Tri-Chapter Uiiiform Code Prograin. 
Additionally, City staff worlced exteilsively with the Sa~lta Clara County Fire Marshals in 
identifying local aillendments to the Fire Code. Arneildineilts will be proposed in tlie 
neighboring cities and counties with some local variations. At both regioiial arid state levels, 
staff will continue to assume the leadership role in order to reduce individual differences 
between cities in Silicon Valley. 

Except as explained below, the proposed local ainendments to the building standards contained 
in the 2007 Califoniia Fire Code will carry forward existing City of San Jose Fire Code 
regulations, for which fi~ldiilgs of local special climatic, geological, or topographical conditioils 
have already been made. Other non-substantive amendments to the Municipal Code will delete 
redundailt and outdated local provisions. 
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The inost significant local a~nendrnent involves fire flow requirements. The proposal wit11 
respect to fire flow is more restrictive than the Califonlia Fire Code, but less restrictive tlzan 
existing Municipal Code requireinents (SJMC 17.12.1320). As proposed, the Fire Chief would 
liave the authority to reduce fire flow requirements, wlien a building is provided with a conlplete 
fire spriizkler system. The existing Municipal Code do not allow for this flexibility. Tile State 
Code allows for a reduction of up to 75% of the fire flow staiidards listed in the Code. City of 
Sail Jose staff believes that the 75% reduction is too inucll of a credit, given other Code changes 
i~icreasing the height and area limits for buildings. The proposed City of Sail Jose a~~iendment 
would give the Fire Cliief the authority to allow a reductioii of up to 50% of the values in the 
Califoniia Fire Code. 

Suininary of the Ordinance 

1. 	 Adopt tlie 2007 edition of the Califonlia Fire Code by ordina~lce. 

2. 	 Adopt local ainendilients to the Califoimia Fire Code. 

3. 	 Update or eliminate conflicting provisions to match current code language. 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

Except as explained below, the local a~nendnieiit package to the 2007 California Fire Code is 
intended to maintain existing levels of fire safety and regulation. Almost all of the individual 
ainendments bring fonvard provisions for fire safety cuwently in the Sail Jose M~uiiicipal Code. 

A. Adopt and/or amend Cllapters as necessary to contiizue local provisions existiiig in the 
San Jose Municipal Code, and maintain the cu~reiit level of fire safety and regulatioii in 
the following areas: 

1. 	 Systems required for fire service features and protectioil (access roads, sprinklers, 
alarm systems, lzydrants, etc.) (currently provided in SJMC 17.12.400 tlu-ough 
17.12.520). 

2. 	 Regulation of hazardous and toxic materials. This includes inaintaining the 
existing Hazardous Materials Storage Ordinance (SJMC 17.68) and the existing 
Toxic Gas Ordinance (SJMC 17.78). 

3. 	 Ability to issue certain fire and hazardous inaterials peimits. This iiicludes 
adoption of portions of Appendix Chapter 1 froin tlze 2007 Califonlia Fire Code, 
and inaintains existing pennits (cuwently provided in SJMC 17.12.200 tlu-ougli 
17.12.280). 

4. 	 Protectioiz for buildings under constsuction. This iiicludes niaintaining the existing 
Fire Safety During Constnlction Ordinance (SJMC 17.82). 

5. 	 Regulation of fireworlts (currently provided in S JMC 17.12.7 10 through 
17.12.730). 
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6. 	 Regulation of tire storage and of fntit and nut ripening (currently provided in 
SJMC 17.12.400 and 17.12.600). 

7. 	 Use of NFPA Standards. Ti1 tlie existing San Jose Fire Code, these standards are 
codified in SJMC 17.12.1 100 through 17.12.1200. The proposed local 
ainend~~ie~itsto the 2007 Califoniia Fire Code reduce the nuinber of local 
amendments, pursuant to the recognition tlzat since 2002 the identified NFPA 
Standards have incorporated many of the necessary amendments. 

B. Adopt and airleiid pol-tions of Appendix Cliapter 1 (Adininistration), Chapter 3 (General 
Precautions Against Fire), Chapter 4 (Emergency Planning and Preparedness), aiid 
Cl~apter 5 (Fire Service Features). The portions of those chapters recommended for 
adoption are iiecessary to niaintain regulatory authority that exists iii the current Sail Jose 
Fire Code. In tlie 2002 adoption cycle, tliose sections were adopted by reference from the 
2001 Califoniia Fire Code, with amendments. 

C. 	Anlend Chapter 2 (Definitions) to include definitions of Covered Malls and 
Worltstatioiis. 

D. Amend Chapter 6 (Building Services aiid Systems) to restrict indoor use of portable fuel- 
powered unvented heaters (currently covered in SJMC 17.12.510); and to require 
shutdown of large battery-cllarging systeins if tlie ventilation systeins fail (more specific 
tllan current provisions in SJMC 17.12.660). 

E. 	 Ane i~d  Clzapter 18 (Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities) to modify the definition of 
Continuous Gas Detectioil Systems, reducing a 30--minute cycle to 5-minutes (currently 
required in SJMC 17.12.320). 

F. 	 Amend Chapter 22 (Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities and Repair Garages) to include an 
upper limit on the quantity of CNG allowed in a fueling station (as currently required in 
tlie 2001 California Fire Code section 5204.5.2). 

G. Amend Chapter 27 (Hazardous Materials -General Provisio~zs) to clarify reporting 
requireinelits for Unauthorized Discharges (modeled on language in S JMC 17.12.820). 

H. 	Amend Chapter 34 (Flammable and Combustible Liquids) to add a definition of Floating 
Roof Tanlts; and to require "bonding" for transfer of Coinbustible as well as Flarn~nable 
liquids. 

I. 	 Amend Appendix B (Fire Flow) to provide greater flexibility for builders than currently 
available in San Jose (as identified above). 
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Associated Building Code Arnei~dmeizts 

Under a separate cover, the Director of Plaiuling, Building and Code Enforce~nent is brii~ging 
forward amendments to the bulk of the Califol-nia Building Standards, as they pertain to the Sari 
Jose Municipal Code. Included ill those anieildinents are fire safety related items as sllown 
below. These changes will only appear in one Ordinance, but are highlighted here to provide a 
co~nprellensive picture of Fire Safety changes to the Code. 

Fire Sprinkler Re,gulatiolzs (CBC Chapter 4 and 9) 

The CBC sectiorzs pertaining to fire sprirzlclers are ~nodzfied to r~zairztairz current standards 
and to require fire sprirzlcler systerjis irz towrzlzouses. 

Medical Er~zewerzcll Service Elevator (CBC Section 3002.4a.11 

SpeczJjl the emergency elevator cab dinzerzsiorzs to acconzrnoctnte the type of gurney used by 
tlze Fire Depart~zzerzt. 

Fire Pzrnzp Disconrzectir~n Mearw (CEC Sectiorz 695.4) 

Modzficatiorz of the section requires a loclcnble cover for the fire purnp disconlzectirzg rfzeans 
to preverlt tlze possibility of inadverterztly ttirrzing-off the fire pump during afire. 

Planned Future Actions Involving Fire Code Requirements 

Going beyolid the current proposed ainendments, the Fire Depai-tment has committed to two 
initiatives for tlze next year. First, Fire staff will work with PBCE, Public Works, DOT, and the 
development coininunity to identify "standards" for road construction that are consistent with 
Fire Departinent requirements. Second, Fire staff will work with other State and Cou~zty fire 
agencies, as well as the affected businesses, to conduct a thorougll review of the local Hazardous 
Materials and Toxic Gas ordinances as well as State Fire Code requirements, to ensure that the 
department is applying the appropriate level of regulation to the storage and use of hazardous 
materials. 

PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST 

In the Ray Area, the City of Sail Jose is in the forefront in identifying amendments to the 2007 
California Building Standards, iilcluding the California Fire Code, and iilfonning the public of 
these proposed ainendments. Staff presented the proposed ainendments to design professionals, 
developers and coiltractors in rouildtable meetings held last August 23 and 24, and September 
14. hlformation about the new codes has been published in the City's web site 

and in the "Development News", a moritllly electronic newsletter 
published by the City of San Jose's Planning, Building and Code Enforcerrient Department. 
(-) 
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Last September 29, a free trailling session was coilducted to iiztroduce design professionals, 
developers and contractors to the significant changes between the 2001 and 2007 California 
Building Codes. Another training sessioil is scheduled on November 3, 2007. 

Darryl Vo~i Raesfeld 
Fire Chief 


