
Blue Ribbon Task Force Meeting:  11/15/04 
Item #VI. 

 
 

COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY INVESTIGATIONS 
 
I.  SAN JOSE ELECTIONS COMMISSION COMPLAINT 
 

A. Body or person conducting investigation  
San Jose Elections Commission – Evaluator Joan Cassman, Mike Moye of 
Hansen Bridgett law firm 
 

B. Complaining Party 
 
Chuck Reed, Councilmember 
 

C. Allegations 
 

• January 2003.  Receipt of a $500 gift of dinner/celebration from Dynasty 
Restaurant as reported by San Jose Mercury News, article attached to 
complaint 
 

• August 2003.  Receipt of $90 gift of baseball tickets from John DiNapoli as 
described in San Jose Mercury News story attached to complaint 
 

• February 2004.  Receipt of $1,468 gift of wine from Dennis Fong as 
described in San Jose Mercury News story attached to complaint 
 

Possible violations:  City Gift Ordinance, City of San Jose Code of Ethics 
 

D. Relevant Statutes and Laws  
 

City of San Jose Gift Ordinance 
City of San Jose Code of Ethics 
 

 E.  Status of Investigation 
 
Investigation in progress 
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II.  CRAIG MANN CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY OF SAN JOSE 
 

A. Body or person conducting Investigation 
 

Office of the Mayor/Investigator; Blue Ribbon Task Force  
 

B. Complaining Party 
 
Craig Mann, former Chief of Staff to Councilmember Gregory 
 

C. Allegations 
 

• January 3, 2004 wrongful termination by Councilmember Gregory 
because according to Craig Mann, he confronted Councimember Gregory 
about his unethical and probably criminal behavior and because Mann told 
Gregory to put a stop to it and Mann sent this message to Mann’s 
subordinates on the District 7 staff.   
Possible violation:  Civil Rights, Calif. Whistleblower Protection Statute 
 
 

• January 2003 dinner at Dynasty Restaurant – gift which was not reported 
Possible violation:  City Gift Ordinance, state Political Reform Act, City of 
San Jose Code of Ethics 
 

• Free food from King Eggroll (management wanted traffic signal 
improvement) 
Possible violation:  City Gift Ordinance, state Political Reform Act, City of 
San Jose Code of Ethics 
 

• April 2003 – Craig Mann ordered to destroy checks for $3,430 in 
contributions to Mr. Gregory’s 2002 campaign outside of campaign 
contribution period.  Mann suggested checks be returned to donors, but 
Gregory adamant that they be destroyed 
Possible violation:  City of San Jose Campaign Contribution Ordinance 
 

• August 2003, Mr. Gregory had Craig Mann contact John DiNapoli to 
“remind him of the A’s game tickets.”  Mann believes that Gregory solicited 
and accepted four A’s tickets from Mr. DiNapoli 
Possible violation:  City Gift Ordinance, state Political Reform Act, City of 
San Jose Code of Ethics 
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• With respect to certain ordinances and codes applicable to Costco’s 

Senter Road story, Mr. Gregory pressured Costco vice-president Arthur 
Jackson to “pay to play” by making contributions to the District 7 
community events account 
Possible violation:  state Political Reform Act 
 

• Mr. Gregory pressured Amy Hill, community relations director of Wal-Mart 
to arrange a $5,000 donation to the District 7 community events account 
as “pay to play” in return for Mr. Gregory’s promise to maintain a “hands-
off” posture regarding Wal-Mart’s efforts to move into an empty K-Mart on 
Story Road 
Possible violation:  state Political Reform Act 
 

• When an aide was fired earlier in 2003, Mr Gregory threatened her, saying 
that she had better “leave quietly, or else.” 
Possible violation:  City of San Jose Code of Ethics 
 

• Comments by Mr. Gregory in Mann’s presence on how easy it would be to 
give a “crack head” $50 to “take care “ of an enemy. 
 
 

D. Relevant Statutes and Laws 
 
City of San Jose Gift Ordinance  (SJMC Chapter 12.08) 
City of San Jose Code of Ethics 
Political Reform Act (Gov. Code Sections 81000 et seq.) 
State of California Whistleblower Protection Statute, Labor Code Section 
1102.5(a) 

 
 E.  Status of Investigations 

 
The Blue Ribbon Task Force will investigate all allegations in the Craig Mann 
claim which are not confidential except for the wrongful termination issue.  The 
investigator will report to the Mayor with regard to the wrongful termination 
allegations. 

 
 
III.   DISTRICT ATTORNEY INQUIRY OF ALLEGATIONS AGAINST 
COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY AND POSSIBLE CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS 
 
 Ongoing criminal investigation of possible California Penal Code violations 
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	Possible violations:  City Gift Ordinance, City of San Jose 

