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To: Youth Commission    From: Commissioner Polussa                                        
 
Subject:  Teen truancy                                               Date:  May 18, 2009   
               Presented by the Safety and Education team      
 

 

Approval:                                                                                Date:    

      
Recommendation:  
That the Youth Commission take a more pro-active approach in raising the awareness of 
the Truancy issues among their peers.      
 
Background  
On April 27, 2009, members of the Education and Safety ad hoc working team met with 
Sergeant Quezada to learn more about the truancy issue in San Jose.    
 
Analysis  
 
Truancy affects every student in San Jose.  It has a direct affect on students and teens 
attending and those that are not attending school.  Currently with 3,475 students being 
truant throughout the city of San Jose, the school system is losing $174,000.00 that can 
be used to educate and prepare teens for their future.  Not only does truancy affect 
students attending school but those that are not attending.  Poor grades, suspension, being 
expelled from school and ultimately dropping out of school are the four comment 
characteristics of truants. It is in the best interest of the Youth Commission to bring 
awareness of this issue and actively enroll students and adults in the combating this teen 
issue.     
 
Cost  
Commissioner’s time commitment will be required to learn more about this issue and 
develop proactive ways to address the issue.   
 
      
       Commissioner Nicholas Polussa  
       Safety and Education Team  
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