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PROJECT BACKGROUND 

LOCATION MAP 

 
Almaden Road Park proposal 
 
The Almaden Road park site is an approximate 1.8 acre site, located on the westerly side of 
Almaden Expressway, south and east of 1501 Almaden Road in Council District 7.   The im-
mediate neighborhood is bounded by West Alma Avenue to the northwest, Alamden Express-
way to the east, and Highway 87 to the southwest.  The area is comprised of predominately 
moderate to high density apartments and light industrial uses.  There are currently four 
neighborhood-serving parks within three quarter miles.  Alma Community Center is located 
approximately one half miles to the northeast.  Two neighborhood parks, Park de Padre 
Sheedy and Bellevue Park , are located within a half mile to the north and east of the Almaden 
Road site.  River Glen Park is located three quarter mile to the southwest.   
 
The Almaden Road park site will be acquired by the City through the City’s Parkland Dedica-
tion Ordinance requirements for residential developments.  As a condition of approvals for a 
rezoning for an apartment project located at Almaden Road, approximately 850 feet south of 
Alma Avenue, the developer, Almaden Family Housing Partners, LP, has been required to 
dedicate a 1.8-acre site for future park development.  The City will fund the improvements for 

Almaden Road Park 
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the park from other City funding sources, possibly including park fees collected from adjacent 
neighborhoods. 
 
Community Characteristics 
 
The Almaden Road Apartments neighborhood is comprised of one Census Tracts (5031.03) 
within the City of San Jose.  The census tract is bounded by Alma Street to the north, Route 
87/Almaden Road to the west/southwest, Curtner Avenue to the south/east and Monterey 
Road/10th Street to the east.   Most of the land uses to the north and northeast are com-
prised of residential uses.  Neighborhoods to the north of Alma Street are predominately 
older single family homes; residential uses immediately surrounding the project site are higher 
density, apartment or condominium uses, including housing developments to the north of the 
project site and easterly at the former Italian Gardens site across Almaden Road from the site.  
More than 50 percent of the units in the census tract are multi-family units, which is nearly 
double the citywide average for similar units.  Other predominate uses within the census tract 
include a mixture of commercial and light industrial to the south and east of the site.   
 
Demographic data from the 2000 Census indicates average household incomes for both cen-
sus tracts is $43,625, less than the citywide average of $70,243.  The average household size  
with in the census tract is 2.59 persons per household (pph), compared to the citywide aver-
age household size of 3.20 pph.  Just over half the residents in the neighborhood are renters 
(52.5%), while 43 percent own their homes.  The youth population (17 years and younger) 
makes up 23 percent of the total population, while nearly 8 percent of the population are sen-
iors 65 years and older.  Although there is no ethnic/racial group majority in the neighbor-
hood, the largest racial group is white (42%) with the second largest group reporting as “other 
race” (25%).  Asians comprise the next largest racial group in the census tract at 19 percent.   
Hispanic* households comprise just over 42 percent of the total population in the neighbor-
hood.   
 
The project site is located within the boundaries of the Tamien Station Area Specific Plan and 
the southern part of the Washington Strong Neighborhoods Initiative area. 
 
 
 
 
 
* “Hispanic” is an indication of ethnicity and culture, and is not included in the racial categories; persons who 
consider themselves of Hispanic background may be of various races.  

PROJECT BACKGROUND 
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EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

Use 
The site was formerly a light industrial complex, now cleared.  A high density apartment devel-
opment has been constructed, bordering the site to the west and north. 
 
Vegetation 
There is one existing tree on site, a Deodar approximately 32” in diameter and 50’ in height.  
A 20’ wide firelane runs along the southern edge and has been turfblocked.  The remainder of 
the site is bare.  
 
Views  
There are views into the park from the surrounding apartment development at 1501 Almaden 
Road and from Almaden Expressway, and from the light industrial area to the south.  There 
are views from the park out into the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Circulation 
Sidewalks along Almaden Expressway border the site on the east side and will enhance the 
circulation and provide access to the site.   Existing apartment complex walks border the site 
on the north and west sides and will be separated by buffer zones to respect the apartment 
residents. Walkways within the park will provide additional circulation through the site.  
 
Grading 
The site is slightly mounded to the center with drainage installed around the perimeter.  A 
soils report reveals the compacted, gravely nature of the soil, necessitating the removal of   
some existing soil and the addition of a layer of topsoil.  

NORTH EAST 

SOUTH WEST 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

A community meeting was held on October 30th, 2007 at the Alma Community Center and 
staff presented the location of Almaden Road Park site, surrounding area park amenities, 
neighborhood architectural styles and character, size of elements with relations to the size of 
the park, discussion of elements the community would or would not like to see in the park.   
Park elements were prioritized by the community and documented for the record.   
 
The second community meeting was held on February 12th, 2008 at the Alma Community 
Center  The purpose of this meeting was to present the community 3 draft conceptual plans 
and obtain consensus on one plan. The community voted overwhelmingly to endorse a combi-
nation of two conceptual plans.  The combination is shown on the next page. 
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 MASTER PLAN 

The Master Plan creates a new park to serve the Almaden Road neighborhood.  The plan re-
flects ideas generated by community meetings and includes participation by : 

• Council District 5 staff 
• City Staff 
• Almaden Road community members. 

 
The Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed the master plan progress in February 2008.  
The Master Plan is shown above and further described on the following pages. 
 
General goal is to create a sustainable park especially useful to youth, providing a variety of 
activities, while respecting the immediate neighbors. 
 
Specific Goals 

1. Provide a separate entry and a connection from the public right of way into the new park 
2. Provide a central public meeting and focus point, with seating. 
3. Provide a central open turfed space for a variety of uses, with surrounding path.                                     
4. Provide a basketball court. 
5. Provide a combination volleyball and badminton turfed area. 
6. Provide a youth playlot.. 
7. Provide horseshoe pitching courts. 
8. Provide maintenance accessibility. 
9. Preserve firelane and screen light industrial area to the south. 

MASTER PLAN  
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MASTER PLAN 

 
In addition to the preferred park elements,  the community offered support as to the style and 
characteristics of the park.  Ornamental fence should be no more than 4’ in height along the 
north and west sides, but up to 8’ along the roadside, to prevent basketballs from rolling into 
the road.  Furnishings will be complementary to the park elements and in style and character.  
Pervious paving materials shall be used in the interior of the site with consideration given to 
the existing tree.  The preferred surface material for the play lot  is porous fibar.  The horse-
shoe pitching court and path surrounding the open space will  be stone fines  The open space 
and volleyball area is natural turf. The entry walk is interlocking paving stones.  Only the bas-
ketball court will be impervious hard court. Minor adjustments to the suggested plan were 
raised and have been incorporated into the final plan.   
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STORM WATER MANAGEMENT 

The overall pervious cover of the site is approximately 78,400 square feet.  Approximately 9,400 
square feet , including the basketball court and concrete headers will be impervious. Therefore, ap-
proximately  69,000 square feet will remain pervious because of the predominant use of pervious pav-
ing materials and landscaping.  In addition,  the Master Plan proposes to filter storm water in compli-
ance with current City Policy. 
 
The Project will comply with City Stormwater Policy 6-29 created on Feb 3, 1998, modified on August 
15, 2005.  Stormwater will be treated to the maximum extent practicable. 
 
All storm drain inlets will be stenciled to communicate the accepted message specifying that no dump-
ing is allowed into storm inlets as they feed directly to the bay.   The basketball court  and headers will 
be impervious and drain to landscape areas.   
 
A Stormwater Control Plan will be produced during design stage that will show drainage areas, runoff 
created, sizing methodology and maintenance schedule to ensure safety and conveyance of the site. 

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT CONCEPT 



8 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE 

File No.  PP08xxx 
Date:  January xx, 2008 
 
Under the provisions of Section 15304 of the State Guidelines for Implementation of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as stated below, this project is found to be exempt from the envi-
ronmental review requirements of Title 21 of the San José Municipal Code, implementing the California 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 
 
15304. Minor Alterations to Land 
Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation 
which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural pur-
poses. 
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