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 AGENDA 

 

 

5:30 p.m. April 29, 2010 Room W262
 
 Study Session Purpose:  The Elections Commission will meet in a Study Session for the purpose of 

gaining a deeper understanding of Instant Runoff Voting (IRV), also known as Rank Choice Voting 
(RCV) and examining potential results by implementation in the City of San José.   

 
 Study Session Outcome:  The Elections Commission will not take any formal action at this study 

session but will use the information in a future meeting (or meetings) to develop a recommendation to 
the City Council about Instant Runoff Voting in response to a City Council referral to consider IRV as 
a method to save the City money.   

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair deFuniak will call the meeting to order, provide the introductions and establish 
the meeting protocol.    
 
PRESENTATIONS:   
 

1. Oral Report from the San Jose City Clerk:  Lee Price, City Clerk 
2. Oral Report from the County Registrar of Voters:  Philip Chantri, Elections Services Coordinator 
3. Presentation by New America Foundation/Californians for Electoral Reform:   

Blair Bobier, Deputy Director New America Foundation and Steve Chessin, President Californians for 
Electoral Reform 

• Instant Runoff Voting for the City of San Jose (Policy Paper by New America Foundation) 
• Recent Federal Court Decision upholding Instant Runoff Voting (Dudum v. Arntz) 
• Declaration of San Francisco State University Professor Emeritus Richard DeLeon (submitted 

for Dudum v. Arntz) 
• Instant Runoff Voting and its Impact on Racial Minorities (New America Foundation/Fairvote 

report) 
• Instant Runoff Voting Flow Chart 
• New York Times column by Thomas Friedman, “A Tea Party without Nuts” 
• USA Today editorial:  Oscar’s Instant Runoff 

 
• FairVote Minnesota Applauds Results of Minneapolis RCV Survey 
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http://politicalreform.newamerica.net/publications/policy/instant_runoff_voting_for_the_city_of_san_jose
http://irvinla.org/sites/irvinla.org/files/dudum%20v%20artnz%20--%20judge%20seeborg%27s%20decision.pdf
http://irvinla.org/sites/irvinla.org/files/deleon%20declaration.pdf
http://irvinla.org/sites/irvinla.org/files/deleon%20declaration.pdf
http://politicalreform.newamerica.net/files/irvracememo.pdf
http://politicalreform.newamerica.net/files/irvracememo.pdf
http://politicalreform.newamerica.net/files/flowchart.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/24/opinion/24friedman.html
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2010/03/our-opinion-oscars-instant-runoff-.html
http://www.fairvotemn.org/MplsRCVsurvey
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• Minneapolis Star Tribune:  Success for Ranked Choice 
• California Secretary of State Instant Runoff Voting Voter Education Plan and Approval of 

Alameda County Ranked Choice Voting Equipment 
• San Francisco Chronicle op-ed by Steven Hill, “Report Card for Ranked Choice Voting” 
• Alameda County Registrar of Voters:  Ranked Choice Voting—Voting Made Easy 
• IRV Fact check:  Response to Kathy Dopp’s “Report” on IRV 
• IRV Fact check:  Myths and Facts about IRV 
• Where Instant Runoff Voting has been Adopted 

 
4. Presentation by Terry Reilly, Resident and Former Member of the San José Elections Commission  

• Attachment 1 – San Francisco’s Restricted RCV Education Effort Underfunded 
• Attachment 2  - First RCV Election in Minneapolis 
• Attachment 3 – Analysis of Chinese American Voter Education (CAVEC) Poll 
• Attachment 4 – MIT Analysis 
• Attachment 5 – Various Editorials and Articles Regarding IRV  
• Attachment 6 – Majority Winner 
• Attachment 7 – Negative Campaigns 
• Attachment 8 – Public Comments from Burlington, Vermont/False Majorities 
• Attachment 9 – San Francisco’s Grand Jury RCV Report 
• Attachment 10 – Minneapolis RCV Office of Elections and Voter Registration Report 
• Attachment 11 – Comments from Mayor Willie Brown/League of Women Voters Confusion 

 
 
COMMISSION DISCUSSION  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The City of San José is committed to open and honest government and strives to consistently meet the 
community’s expectations by providing excellent service, in a positive and timely manner, and in the full view 
of the public.   
 

The City Code of Ethics may be viewed on-line at http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf 
 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body will be 
available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk at San José City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara Street 
Wing, San José, CA 95113 at the same time that the public records are distributed or made available to the 
legislative body. 
 

To request an accommodation or alternative format for City-sponsored meetings, events or printed materials, 
please call 408-535-1252 or (408) 294-9337 (TTY) as soon as possible, but at least three business days before 
the meeting. 

 
 

http://www.startribune.com/politics/local/69018792.html?elr=KArksUUUoDEy3LGDiO7aiU
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/sequoia/system40/alameda-wineds40-admin-approval-120409.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/sequoia/system40/alameda-wineds40-admin-approval-120409.pdf
http://www.newamerica.net/publications/articles/2008/report_card_ranked_choice_voting_9078
http://www.acgov.org/rov/rcv/
http://irvfactcheck.blogspot.com/2010/03/response-to-kathy-dopp-report-on-irv.html
http://irvfactcheck.blogspot.com/p/there-is-lot-of-miss-information.html
http://www.fairvote.org/where-instant-runoff-voting-has-been-adopted
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att1.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att2.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att3.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att4.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att5.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att6.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att7.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att8.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att9.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att10.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommissionBoard/Election/2010/20100429/EC20100429_att11.pdf
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf

