
ARTICLE V 

THE MAYOR 

  

SECTION 500. Mayor. 

There shall be a Mayor of the City of San Jose, elected at large, who shall be the 
eleventh member of the Council. Except as otherwise provided elsewhere in the Charter, 
the Mayor shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast citywide at a Regular 
Municipal Election, for a term of four (4) years from and after the first day of January 
following the year of the election. 

The office of each member of the Council, including the office of the member who is 
Mayor, is a separate office to be separately filled. Any incumbent member of the Council 
may run for the seat of Mayor, and the Mayor may run for the seat of Mayor or for any 
other seat on the Council for which the Mayor is otherwise eligible; however, no member 
of the Council shall hold more than one seat, and no person may be a candidate for 
more than one seat. 

Amended at election November 7, 1978 

Amended at election November 8, 1994 

SECTION 501. Political Position. 

It is the intent of this Article that the Mayor shall be the political leader within the 
community by providing guidance and leadership to the Council, by expressing and 
explaining to the community the City’s policies and programs and by assisting the 
Council in the informed, vigorous and effective exercise of its powers. Political 
leadership shall be concerned with the general development of the community and the 
general level of City services and activity programs. 

SECTION 502. The Mayor; Powers and Duties. 

The Mayor shall have the following powers and duties: 

(a) The Mayor shall have the power to make recommendations to the Council on 
matters of policy and program which require Council decision. 

(b) Not less than annually, the Mayor shall address the citizens of the City 
concerning the current status of City affairs and articulating the policy plans 
which the Mayor proposes for the City during the ensuring year. 

(c) In addition, the Mayor, at other times during the year, may inform the 
citizens concerning any matters of policy or program which the Mayor believes 
are for the welfare of the community. 



(d) If the Mayor recommends any increases in the City budget, the Mayor shall 
recommend the method of financing such expenditures. If the Mayor proposes 
the curtailment of any service, the Mayor shall provide specific 
recommendations and the reasons for the proposal. 

(e) The Mayor shall preside at meetings of the Council and shall have a vote as a 
member of the Council. The Mayor shall have no veto powers; 

(f) The Mayor shall have authority to preserve order at all Council meetings, to 
remove or cause the removal of any person from any meeting of the Council for 
disorderly conduct, to enforce the rules of the Council and to determine the 
order of business under the rules of the Council; 

(g) The Mayor shall have the power to direct and supervise the Public 
Information Office of the City. 

(h) The Mayor shall exercise such other powers and perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by the Council, provided the same are not inconsistent 
with this Charter. 

Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way as an infringement or limitation 
on the powers and duties of the City Manager as Chief Administrative Officer and head 
of the administrative branch of the City government as prescribed in other sections of 
this Charter. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the Mayor shall possess only 
such authority over the City Manager and the administrative branch as he or she 
possesses as one member of the Council. 

Amended at election November 4, 1986 

SECTION 503. Vice-Mayor. 

At the second meeting of the Council following the end of each even-numbered year 
within which a Regular Municipal Election is required to be held, the Council shall elect 
one of its members as Vice-Mayor who, until a person is appointed to succeed him or 
her, or until his or her office otherwise becomes vacant, shall serve as Vice-Mayor 
during the temporary absence or inability of the Mayor to discharge the duties of his or 
her office.  

In case of the temporary absence or disability of both the Mayor and Vice-Mayor, the 
Council shall elect one of its members to act as Mayor Pro Tempore. 

Amended at election June 6, 1972 

Amended at election June 7, 1994 

Amended at election November 8, 1994 

SECTION 504. Vacancy. 

The office of Mayor shall become and be deemed vacant immediately upon the 
incumbent’s ceasing to be a member of the Council. 


