
ARTICLE XVI 

ELECTIONS 

  

SECTION 1600. Municipal Elections. 

All municipal elections shall be held in accordance with the following: 

(a) REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. A Regular Municipal Election is either a 
regularly scheduled Primary or Run-off Municipal Election. Such elections shall 
be held every two years, with the election for Mayor and for the odd numbered 
Council Districts being every four (4) years beginning with 1994, and the 
election for the even numbered Council Districts being every four (4) years 
beginning in 1996. Each member’s term shall commence on the first day of 
January next following, and end on the last day of December in the fourth 
calendar year succeeding, the date of the member’s election. A regularly 
scheduled Primary Election shall be held on the same date that the State of 
California holds its Direct Primary Election. A Run-off Municipal Election shall 
be held on the same date the State of California holds its Statewide General 
Election. 

(b) GENERAL ELECTIONS. Elections which are held simultaneously in all 
districts of the City, whether municipal, county or state elections are referred to 
as General Elections. 

(c) SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. Special Municipal Elections are elections 
scheduled pursuant to Section 1601. The dates of any Special Municipal 
Election shall be set by resolution. 

(d) RUN-OFF QUALIFICATION. The two candidates who poll the greatest number 
of votes for office in the Primary Municipal Election shall be the only candidates 
whose names shall appear on the ballot as candidates for such office at the 
following Run-off Municipal Election.  

(e) TIES. Anything elsewhere to the contrary notwithstanding, all ties in any 
municipal election shall be decided by lot during open meeting of the Council, 
under the direction of the Council. 

(f) DEATH OF A CANDIDATE. If a candidate dies after the filing of nomination 
papers for the primary election, the deceased candidate is treated as a candidate 
for all election purposes. If the deceased candidate is elected, the office will be 
declared vacant as of the beginning of the term of office for which the election 
was held. The position shall be filled in accordance with Section 410. 

(g) MAJORITY OF VOTES. No person shall be declared elected to the office of the 
Mayor or Council member at any municipal election unless the person receives a 
majority of the votes cast for such office. 

Amended at election June 7, 1966 



Amended at election June 2, 1970 

Amended at election June 7, 1972 

Amended at election November 8, 1994 

Amended at election March 26, 1996 

SECTION 1601. Special Municipal Elections. 

All municipal elections, other than Regular Municipal Elections, shall be deemed to be 
Special Municipal Elections.  

No Special Municipal Election shall be held at any time other than at the time of a 
Regular Municipal Election or a General Election, except in any of the following 
situations:  

(a) Where such election is held pursuant to Section 410 to fill a vacancy in the 
Council; 

(b) Where such election is held pursuant to the initiative, referendum and recall 
provisions of Sections 1603 and 1604;  

(c) Where the Council calls such an election pursuant to any provision of 
Sections 34450 and following of the California Government Code;  

(d) Where such election is consolidated with a state, county or school district 
election held in the County of Santa Clara; or  

(e) Where the holding of a Special Municipal Election at another time is 
authorized by the affirmative vote of ten (10) members of the Council. 

Subject to the above provisions, Special Municipal Elections shall be held at such times 
and for such purposes as the Council may authorize. 

Amended at election June 2, 1970 

Amended at election November 7, 1978 

Amended at election November 8, 1994 

SECTION 1602. Election Procedure. 

Except as otherwise provided by ordinance hereafter enacted, all municipal elections 
shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of 
California, as the same now exist or may hereafter be amended, for the holding of 
elections in cities, insofar as the same are not in conflict with this Charter. 

SECTION 1603. Initiative, Referendum and Recall. 



The powers of initiative, referendum and the recall of elected municipal officers are 
hereby reserved to the electors of the City. The provisions of the Elections Code of the 
State of California, as the same now exist or may hereafter be amended, governing the 
initiative and referendum and the recall of municipal officers in cities shall be 
applicable insofar as the same are not in conflict with this Charter; provided, however, 
that the number of signatures required shall be as follows: 

(a) INITIATIVE. To initiate proceedings for the exercise of the power of initiative, 
either of the following provisions shall apply as is applicable: 

(1) If the petition is signed by duly qualified electors of the City equal in 
number to at least eight percent (8%) of the number of persons eligible to 
vote according to the last report of registration filed by the County 
Registrar of Voters with the Secretary of State, which is in effect at the 
time the notice of intent to circulate the petition is published, and 
contains a request that the proposed ordinance be submitted 
immediately to a vote of the people at a Special Municipal Election, the 
Council shall either pass the proposed ordinance for publication, without 
alteration, at the regular meeting at which it is presented by the City 
Clerk and adopt said ordinance within ten (10) days after it is presented, 
or immediately call a Special Municipal Election at which the ordinance, 
without alteration, shall be submitted to a vote of the voters of the City. 

(2) If the petition is signed by duly qualified electors of the City equal in 
number to at least five percent (5%) of the number of persons eligible to 
vote according to the last report of registration filed by the County 
Registrar of Voters with the Secretary of State, which is in effect at the 
time the notice of intent to circulate the petition is published, and the 
ordinance petitioned for is not required to be, or for any reason is not, 
submitted to the voters at a Special Municipal Election, and is not 
adopted without alteration by the Council, then the proposed ordinance, 
without alteration, shall be submitted by the Council to the voters at the 
next General Election. 

In the event that a petition is submitted in accordance with the 
provisions of either subparagraphs (1) or (2) of subsection (a), and the 
Council submits said proposed ordinance to a vote of the voters of the 
City, the Council may not at the same time submit an alternative 
ordinance. 

(b) REFERENDUM. To initiate proceedings for the exercise of the power of 
referendum, the petition shall be signed by duly qualified electors of the City 
equal in number to at least eight percent (8%) of the number of persons eligible 
to vote according to the last report of registration filed by the County Registrar of 
Voters with the Secretary of State, which is in effect at the time of adoption of 
the ordinance or measure which is the subject of the petition. 

(c) RECALL OF THE MAYOR. To initiate proceedings for the exercise of the power 
of recall of the Mayor, the petition shall be signed by duly qualified electors of 
the City equal in number to at least twelve percent (12%) of the number of 
persons eligible to vote according to the last report of registration filed by the 
County Registrar of Voters with the Secretary of State, which is in effect at the 
time the notice of intent to circulate the petition is published. 



(d) RECALL OF COUNCIL MEMBER. To initiate proceedings for the exercise of 
the power of recall of a Council member elected by a District, the petition shall 
be signed by duly qualified electors of the District equal in number to at least 
twelve percent (12%) of the number of persons residing in the District eligible to 
vote according to the last report of registration filed by the County Registrar of 
Voters with the Secretary of State, which is in effect at the time the notice of 
intent to circulate the petition is published. 

Amended at election June 2, 1970 

Amended at election November 7, 1978 

Amended at election June 6, 1994 

Amended at election November 8, 1994 

SECTION 1604. Removal of City Manager. 

The electors of the City do hereby reserve the power to remove from his or her office the 
person holding the position of City Manager. The provisions of the Elections Code of the 
State of California governing the recall of holders of elective offices of cities, as they now 
exist or may hereafter be amended, shall be applicable, insofar as the same are not in 
conflict with this Charter, to the removal from his or her office of the person holding the 
position of City Manager, the same as if the position of City Manager were an elective 
office; provided, however, that: 

(a) To initiate proceedings for the exercise of said power, the petition shall be 
signed by duly qualified electors of the City equal in number to at least the same 
percentage of the number of persons eligible to vote according to the last report 
of registration filed by the County Registrar of Voters with the Secretary of State, 
which is in effect at the time the notice of intent to circulate the petition is 
published, as is required for recall petitions under the provisions of sub-section 
(c) of Section 1603 of this Charter. 

(b) If a vacancy occurs in the office of City Manager after a removal petition has 
been filed, no election need be held; 

(c) There shall be no nomination of candidates to succeed the incumbent in the 
event the incumbent is removed from office. If the incumbent is removed from 
his or her office pursuant to the provisions of this Section, a successor shall be 
appointed by the Council. 

No person who has been removed from the office of City Manager pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section shall be reappointed thereto within a period of four (4) years 
from and after date of such removal. 

Amended at election June 7, 1994 

 


