
ARTICLE XIII 

FRANCHISES 

  

SECTION 1300. Power to Require Franchises. 

Any person, firm or corporation furnishing or proposing to furnish the City or its 
inhabitants, or any portion thereof, with water, light, heat, gas, electricity, power, 
transportation, telephone, telegraph, communication, refrigeration, storage, or any 
other public utility or service, or traversing or proposing to traverse any part of the City 
for the transmitting or conveying of any such utility or service elsewhere, or using or 
proposing to use any public street, way, alley or place in the City for any of such 
purposes or for the operation of any plants, works or equipment for the furnishing 
thereof, or exercising or proposing to exercise any public utility franchise right or 
privilege in the City, may be required by ordinance to have a valid and existing 
franchise from the City therefor, excepting insofar as the City is prohibited by the 
Constitution or other applicable laws of the State of California or of the United States of 
America from requiring such franchise. 

SECTION 1301. Authority to Grant Franchises. 

The Council is empowered to grant by ordinance a franchise to any person, firm or 
corporation, whether operating under an existing franchise or not, to furnish the City 
and its inhabitants, or any portion thereof, with any of the public utilities or services, or 
to do any of the things, mentioned in Section 1300 of this Charter. 

SECTION 1302. Franchise Terms, Conditions and Procedures. 

Subject to the provisions of this Charter, the Council may grant a franchise pursuant to 
a procedure prescribed by ordinance or pursuant to a procedure provided by State law. 
Any ordinance which prescribes a franchise-granting procedure different from that 
provided by State law shall make reasonable provision for a public hearing, after public 
notice, on any requested or proposed grant of a franchise. The Council may grant a 
franchise without calling for bids or may, in its discretion, advertise for bids for sale of a 
franchise upon such basis, not in conflict with the terms of this Article, as in its 
judgment is in the public interest. The Council may prescribe, in any procedural 
ordinance adopted pursuant to this Section, the terms and conditions under which any 
franchise or franchises will be granted. 

The Council, in granting any franchise, shall prescribe the terms and conditions of such 
franchise in accordance with the applicable provisions of this Charter and any 
ordinance adopted pursuant thereto, and may in such franchise impose such other and 
additional terms and conditions not in conflict with said Charter or ordinances, whether 
governmental or contractual in character, as in the judgment of the Council are in the 
public interest or as the people, by initiative, indicate they desire to have so imposed. 

SECTION 1303. Term of Franchise. 



Every franchise shall be for either a fixed term or for an indeterminate period. If for a 
fixed term, the franchise shall state the term for which it is granted; if indeterminate, it 
shall set forth the terms and conditions under which it may be terminated. 

SECTION 1304. Purchase or Condemnation by City. 

No franchise grant shall in any way or to any extent impair or affect the right of the City 
now or hereafter conferred upon it by law to acquire property of the grantee thereof 
either by purchase or through the exercise of the right of eminent domain, and nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to contract away or to modify or to abridge either 
for a term or in perpetuity the City’s right of eminent domain with respect to any public 
utility. 

SECTION 1305. Exercising Right Without Franchise. 

The exercise by any person, firm or corporation of any privilege for which a franchise is 
required without procuring such franchise shall be a misdemeanor and each day that 
such continues shall constitute a separate violation. 

SECTION 1306. Article Not Applicable to City. 

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to apply to the City, or any department 
thereof, when furnishing any public utility or service. 

SECTION 1307. Preservation of Rights. 

Nothing contained in this Article shall be construed to affect or impair any rights, 
powers or privileges vested in, possessed by or available to the City by virtue of previous 
Charter provisions relating to franchises. 

 


