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RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution in support of directional signage on US 101 
and Interstate 280 and formally recognize and designate the area of Story Road between Senter Road and 
US 101 as "Little Saigon." 

BACKGROUND 
We have been working with the Vietnamese community, neighborhood groups and leaders, business 
owners and residents who live near Story Road and its surrounding area to seek support for the name 
"Little Saig0n." Although we were unable to get evel~cone to come to an agreement, we felt that the 
majority of the stakeholders suppo~ the name. As a result, we are proposing that the City Council 
formally recognize and designate the area of Story Road between Senter Road and US 101 as "Little 
Saigon." 

The proposed area has become a haven of Vietnamese owned and operated businesses and its formal 
designation will honor the contributions of Vietnamese entrepreneurs to San Jos6’s economy and 
recognize how Vietnamese business owners have improved this stretch of Story Road, between Senter 
Road and US 101. This business district has made the area vibrant and a!so offers unique shopping 
experiences, diverse restaurants and provides services and goods that continue to attract customers and 
tourists. The area has been identified as "Little Saigon" with banners approved under Council policies 

The formal designation of"Little Saigon,, will allow the City of San Jos6, through the Office of 
Economic Development, as well as local businesses, better market the area to tourists and investors. It 
will attract visitors locally and globally, fuel the City’s economy, enhance the neighborhood’s quality of 
life and generate economic development. 

According to the State of California’s Streets and Highways Code, a formal resolution from the City of 
San Jos6 is needed to allow the name of the area to be used in the directional signs along US 101. The 
adoption of a resolution in support of the installation of directional signage will allow Caltrans to move 
forward with this installation. 

With all these actions, it is imperative that the City of San Jos6 not expend any General Fund dollars 
towards the installation and maintenance of the highway directional signs. The installation and 
maintenance for the signage as well as any expenses incurred with the existing banners and monument 
should continue to be privately funded. 

Dennis Hawkins, City Clerk
 
Rick Doyle, City Attorney
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SUBJECT: LITTLE SAIGON FREEWAY DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE RESOLUTION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

¯ Adopt a resolution pursuant to California Streets and Highways Code Section 101.12 to: 
(a)	 Designate the name "Little Saigon" to be used on directional signs on State Highway Route 101; 
(b)	 Recognize and designate the area on Story Road from State Highway Route 101 to Senter Road as 

"Little Saigon"; and 
(c)	 Request the Department of Transportation of the State of California to allow the installation of"Little 

Saigon" directional signs on State Highway Route 101. 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

On September 26, 2012, Mayor Reed and Vice Mayor Nguyen provided a memorandum to the City 
Council proposing the adoption of a resolution in support of directional signage on US 101 and Interstate 
280 and to formally recognize and designate the area of Story Road between Senter Road and US 101 as 
"Little Saigon." 

To facilitate the proposed action to have directional signage for Little Saigon from both US 101 and 1-280, 
staff has coordinated with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Caltrans has informed 
City staff that State policies specify that signs for historic and culturally significant districts shall be 
allowed only from one State Highway, even if the area is conveniently accessible from multiple State 
Highways. The State Highway location that provides the nearest and best regional access to the Little 
Saigon area is at the US 101 interchange at Story Road. 

Therefore, in compliance with State policies, a proposed Council resolution has been prepared requesting 
that Caltrans allow the installation of"Little Saigon" directional signs on US 101 at or near the Story 
Road interchange. 

COST AND FUNDING SOURCE: 

The recommended action has no cost to the City. The installation and maintenance of directional freeway
 
signs for the Little Saigon area is expected to be funded by private sources.
 

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT: Hans Larsen, Director of Transportation, at (408) 535-3835 




