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RECOMMENDATION

The Director of Planning and the Historic Landmarks Commission recommends that Fire Station
No. 1, located at 201 N. Market Street, be designated a City Landmark of special historic,
architectural, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest, or value of a historic nature.

BACKGROUND

Fire Station No. 1 was originally identified as a Candidate City Landmark in 1992 and placed on
the Historic Resources Inventory. In May 2008, the Historic Landmarks Commission nominated
the resource for landmark designation at the request of San Jose Fire Museum. At that time, the
Municipal Code required the City Council to initiate the landmark proceedings. An initiation
hearing was scheduled for the Council on April 7, 2009, and the item was dropped per the
Administration. Attached are the documents that were posted to the April 7, 2009, City Council
agenda, including memorandum from the Historic Landmarks Commission, historic evaluation,
and correspondence.

On February 15, 2012, the Rules Committee considered a memorandum from Councilmembers
Liccardo, Oliverio, and Rocha to place, the consideration of City Historic Landmark designation
for Fire Station No. 1 on an upcoming City Council agenda (see their memorandum at:
http://www.sa~ov/clerkiCommitteeAgendaiRules/20120215!rules20120215 h3.pd~0.
The Rules Committee placed it on the March ’13, 2012 agenda. This action is consistent with the
Municipal Code, which provides for a public hearing before the City Council after receiving a
nomination from the Historic Landmarks Commission. This nomination occurred in 2008.

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/CommitteeAgenda/Rules/20120215/rules20120215_h3.pdf
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ANALYSIS

The attached historic documentation identifies that Fire Station No. 1 is eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources for its design and
as a representation of an important local pattern of development. Designed by the firm of Binder
& Curtis, the Fire Station building is a large two-story Modern poured-in-place concrete building
that was constructed in 1951.

In addition, Fire Station No. 1 has value as part of local, regional, state, or national history,
heritage or culture due to its linkage to the early formulation of the San Jose Fire Department,
being the fourth of five Station buildings. Finally, the historic evaluation found that it
exemplifies the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the City of San Jose for its
important associations as the command headquarters of an essential component of local
government service. These characteristics satisfy the required findings for designation of a City
Landmark per the Municipal Code.

Since 2008, the Historic Landmarks Commission has inquired about the consideration of the
landmark designation by City Council. At its February 2012 meeting, the Commission discussed
sending a letter to the City Council to encourage its consideration. Based on the discussions at
the Commission, including additional public testimony, the Commission has reiterated its
interest in a City Landmark designation for Fire Station No. 1.

If the Council chooses not to designate Fire Station No. 1 as a City Landmark, the building
would remain a Presumptive Historic Resource under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) because it has been determined eligible for California and National Registers. In other
words, its proposed demolition or alteration would trigger the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Report due to the potential significant impact to historic resources.

Exempt, CEQA Section 15331: Historical Resource Restoration!Rehabilitation.

/s/
JOSEPH HORWEDEL, DIRECTOR
Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

For additional information, please contact Laurel Prevetti at (408) 535-7900.

Attachment
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Memorandum
I~ROM: HistmSc Landmarks Commission

DATE: March 9, 2009

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 3
SNI AREA: None

SUBJECT: CITY LANDMARK INITIATION FOR THE FORMER FIRE STATION NO.
ONE, LOCATED AT 201 N. MARKET STREET (HL08:169)

RECOMMENDATION,

. The Historic Landmarks Commission voted (6-0-1, Lavelle absent) to formally nominate former
Fire Station No. One for City Landmark (CL) designation and recommend that the City Council
adopt a resolution to:

1. Initiate proceedings to consider Fire Station No. One, located at 201 N. Market Street, as a City
Landmark of special historic, architeeturaI, cultural, aesthetic or engineering interest or value of
a historic nature.

2..Set a public hearing on June 9, 2009, at 1:30 p,m.

3..Refer the matter back to the Histotic Landmarks Commission for its consideration at a public
hearing, followed by a report and recommendation back to City Council,

OUTCOM 

Initiation of the Historic Landmark Designation by the City Council begins the process for 1)
referral to the Historic La.ndmarks Commission for report and recommendation, and 2) a subsequent
public heating for Council action on the designation of the Historic Landmark. Designation.of the
building as a Historic Landmark structure would make the property eligible for property tax relief to
maintain the property Under the Mills Act and would establish the requirement for the issuance of
Historic Preservation (HP) permits to approve any exterior changes proposed to the structure.
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BACKGROUNI),

Former Fire Station No. One, located at 201 N, Market Street, is a large two-story Modern poured-
in-place concrete building that was constructed in-1951. The building is currently vacant. Fire
Deigartment operations were moved to an adjacent, new facility at 225 N Market Street in 1999-2000
(also known as Fire Station No. One). The former Fire Station No. One building is owned by the San
JoseRedevelopment Agency (SJRA), In October 2007, the Agency issued Requests for Proposals
for redevelopment of the site with a residential project with ground floorcommercial space, As an
alternative, submitters we)’e encouraged to include a proposal that includes performing arts space on
the ground floor, possibly allowing for rehabilitation of the building.

At its April 2, 2008 public hearing, the Historic Landmarks Comm{ssion Chairman proposed, and
the HLC expressed support for, nominating Fire Station No, One, located at 201 N, Market Street,
for City Landmark d .esignation, In accordance with Section 13.48.110A of the San Jos~ Municipal
Code, any potentially historic property can be nominated for designation as a citylandmark by th~
City Council, the Historic Landmarks Commission or by application of the owner or the authorized
agent of the owner of the property for which designation is requested,

ANALYSIS

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) form, completed by Archives and Architecture in
January 2004, states that the building appears to be eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places and the California Register Of Historical Resources for its design and as representative of an
important local pattern of development, "Under NR ~-iterion A and CR Criterion 1, the building
represents a linkageto t.he early folTnulation of the San Jose Fir~ Department, being the fourth of
five Station buildings (the first three no longer extant). Fire Station No. One has always had
important associations as the command headquarters of a complex and essential component of
government service. The new facility at 225 N. Market St~’eet continues some of that function within
the present San Jose Fire Department.

Former Fire Station No. One also is significant for its architectural design within the context of local
mode~:n architecture, created as a part of’a dispersed grouping of seven new firehouses with similar
characteristics of the new modernism, Designed by the firm of Binder & Curtis, the building is
distinctive in downtown San Jose, a clear repi:esentative of a specific time within the evolution of the
city’s urban core. It would there.fore also qualify for the National and California Registers under
criteria C and 3, as the building embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and period,
representing the work of a master architect."

The building was first evaluated and listed in the City of San Jose Historic Resoua’ces Inventory
(HRI) in 1992, Based on the research and anaiysis in the evaluation, the building also appears to
meet. the c~ite~a for designation as a City Landmark Structure. The building is currently listed on the
¯ Historic Resources Inventory as a Candidate City Landmark.

on May 7, 2008, the Hidtofic Landmarks Commission held a public heating to consider the City
Landmat’k fiominafion. The Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement recommended
’consideration of the nomination based on the documentation provided. John McMillan and Doug
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Stewart spoke on behalf of the San Jose Fire Museum, and Judi Henderson on behalf of PACSJ
spoke in support of the City Landmark nomination at the public heating. Commissioner
Cunning!aam read into the record a letter from Redevelopment Agency Executive Director Harry
Mavrogenes, attached, in opposition to the designation. The Commission voted (6-0-1,
Commissioner Lavelle absent) to nominate Fire Station No, One as a City Landmark of special
historical, areh.itectural, cultural, fiesthetie or engineering interest or v.alue of an historicaI nature,
and to forward the item to City Council to initiate the designation procedures in the manner
prescribed by the Historic Preservation Ordinanc.e (Chapter 13.48 Of the Municipal Code),

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW:,UP

Once the City Council adopts a resolution initiating the City Landmark designation, the designation
shall be refen’ed to the Histotic Landmarks Commission for its consideration at a public heating,
followed by repprt and recommendation back to Council. Council shall then consider City Landmark
designation of the building at a public heating at the earliest next regular meeting, consistent with
the agenda preparation procedure in conformance with the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

Currently, staff i~ drafting a process streamlining.revision toChapter 13.48 of the San Jos6
Municipal Code to allow City Landmark designations, properly nominated, to be heard by the
Historic Landmarks Commission and the City Council without the requirement for subsequent
City Council Initiation.

POLICY ALTERNATIVES

There are no policy alternatives to Initiation procedures. In confotTnance with the Historic
Preservation Ordinance, Title 13.48 of the San Jos6 Municipal Code, when the nomination
documentation is complete, the city council, by resolution, shall initiate tl~e procedure for the
designation of a landmark so nominated. At the public hearing for designation on June 9, 2009, the
City Council by written resolution may approve, disapprove, or give modified approval to a
proposed designation in accordance with the provisions.of the Hi~totic Preservation Ordinance.

PUBLIC OUTREACH~NTEREST

Criteria i: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $i millibn or
greater.
(Required: Website Posting)

Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required:
mail and Website Posting)                                      .

Criteria 3~ Considerhtion of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or a"
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E.mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)
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Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff.will follow Council Policy 6-30:
Publi6 Outreach Policy. Public hearing notices for the subsequent Historic Landmarks Commission
l"ecommendation and City Council designation hearings will be published in a local newspaper,
posted at the site, and mailed to all property owners and tenants within at least 500 feet of the subject
site. Information about the proposed project and the associated public hearings is available through
the Planning Division web site.

COORDINATION

Preparation of the City Council resolution to initiate proceedings has been coordinated with the City
Attorney’s Office. The Historic Landmark nomination and initiation process has been discussed
with the Redevelopment Agency, the building’s cun’ent owner.

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT

This project is consistent with applicable General P!an policies. Approval o~ the City Landmark
Designation for this strudture would further the San Jose 2020 General Plan Urban
ConservatiotdPreservation Major Strategy, whidh states that, at a strategic level, preservation
activities conta’ibute visual evidence to a sense of community. In particular, the Historic,
Archaeological cmd Cultural Resources (HACR) Policy No, 11 states that the City should use the
Area of Historic Sensitivity overlay and the City Landmark designation process of the Historic
Preservation Ordinance to promote and enhance the preservation of historically or architecturally
significant sites and structures. ¯

The Redevelopment Agency has identified proceeds of the sale of Former Fire Station No. One
to address the funding needs for remediation at Watson Park. The Redevelopment Agency
believes the designation may adversely affect the value of the property and therefore the funds
available to the park. For that reason, as stated in a letter to .the Historic Landmarks
Commission, dated April 29, 2008; (see attached) the Redevelopment Agency does not support
designation of the Former Fire Station No. One as a City Landmark.

COST SUMMARY/IMPLICATIONS

Not ~pplicable.

BUDGET REFERENCE

Not applicable.
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Not a project

The s~bj~ct building remains ,subject to review as a historical resource under California
Environmenta! Quality Act (CEQA) because it has been determined to be eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places and the California.Register of Historical Resources. Any future
development permits on the site would.need to go through the applicable environmental and
development .review processes, Whether a presumptive City Landmark or not, ad eligible for the
National and California Registers, the building would be considered a historical resource under
CEQA, the demolition of which wbuld constitute a significant impact.

SECRETARY
, Historic Landmarks Commission

For questions please contact Project Manager’ Loft Moniz at 408-535-784.1,

Attachments: I-ILC Memorhndt~rn
Location Map
Historic Evaluation
Redewlopment Agenoy Memo



Page 1 Of ? *Resource Name or# (As’signed by recorder): SJ..C03023
P1, Otherldentifler: Fire Station #I (inactive)

*P2. Location:¯ [] Not for Publication [] Unrestricted
*a, County ~anta clara and (P2b and P2c or P2d, At’tach a location map as necessary.)

*b.USG$7.~;’QUad San Jose West Date 1980 photo revised T 78 ; R IE ;Mount Diablo B,M,
0.Address: 201 N. Market St. City San Jose Zip 95113

d, UTM:(glve more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 1ca    ; 597912 mE/ 413300 " mN

e.Other Locatlonal Data; (e,g,, parcel #, directions Io resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
~orthwest corner of North Markdt an~ West St. James Stree.ts APN# 259-33-077

*P3a, Dessrlptlon: (Describe resource and it~ major elephants, IllClUde design, material, eondltlorL alterallons, �Ize, setting, and boundaries)
Loc.ated on the southern end of a city block ’~n downtown San Jose, this larger modern

two-story fire station (inactive since ye’~r 2000), is situated in an urban-area of moderate
to large commercial and government office.buildln~a..While mos~ of these buildings are
contemporary in age, the area contains a mixture of building sizes and types, reflectins
over a century Qf diverse urban development. The replacement fire station, opened in 2000,
and located on. the parcel to the direct north, is similar in scale and form, although built
of materials more visually a~d functionally characteristic of building technology of the
present, .The new station is physically distinct from .the earlier, although related via a
long lineage of firehouses that have functioned in the past as the operational .Headquarters

of San Jesse’s Fire Department.
(Continued on page 4, DPRS23L)

*P3b, Resource Attributes.’ (List attributes and codes) Hp14. Government building
*P4. Resources Present: [] Building [] Structure [] Object [] Site [] District [] Elel’nont of Dislrict [] Other (Isolates, ere,)
.I-~ .......................................~ .................................. P5b.Descdptlon of Pholo’,

. (View, date, accession #)

View from the east, 1/04

*P6. Date ConstructedlAge and Source:

;,..~ [] Historic [] Prehistoric [] Both

1951, SJBP, SJMN

*P11. ,Report Cltallom (Cite eur~ey report and other sources, or enter "none".)
None

*Attachments:
[] None. [] Continuation Sheet 1-1 District Record
[] Location Map. [] Building, Structure, and Object Rec’ord [] Linear Feat,re Record [] Artil~acl Record.
[] Sketch Map[]     Amhaecleglcal Record . I-J. Milling Station Record [] Photograph Record

DPR 523A (’1/95)

*P7, Owner and Address:
.Redevelopment Agency o:E CSJ
50 W San Fernando St,
San Jose CA 95113
*PC, Re~ordcd By: (Name,
affillation, and address)
F,Maqql & B,Montgomery

Archives & Architecture
1901 S. Beseem Ave, Suite 1530

*Pg, Date Recorded:       1/23 / 04"
*PI0, Survey Type: (Describe)

Intensive

[] Rock Art Record [] Other (Ust):

Required Information



Parle 2 of ? *NRHP/CRHR Status,code

Resource Name (Assigned by recorder) , $0"c0302~

el, HlstorioName: Fire Station. #l
B2, Common Name:Fire Station #I (inactive)

B3. O~na] Use;" Fire station . 84. P~ese~| Use: vacant

~BS, Architectural Style: Modern

*B6. Constr~ctlsn History: (Co[~structlon date, a’lterations, and date of alterations)
Conetru6ted 1951,

*BT. Moved?-[] No [] Yes [] UnknowrDate: n/a Original Location: n/a
*Be. Related Features:
Replacement station located..on adjacent property to the north.

Bga.Archltect: Binder and Curtis                         b. Builder: Bridges Construction Co,

’810. SIgn{fioaRc~: Theme Government and Public Services     A~ea: DOWntow~ San JOse

Period of Significance: 1946-1954          PropertyType: Government             Applicable Criteria: A and C
(Dlscu~ Impotence In terms of historical or a~hltectuml conte~ as de~ned by theme, period and g~ogmphlo scope, Also address Integrity.)
The inactive fir~ station building at 201 N, Market Street in downtown ’San Jose is a significan~

modern architectural work that is.representative of a period Of rapid urban expansion in San
Jose ~ollowlng World War Xl. Lo~ally, the business community launched a campaign-to attract new
non,agricultural industries to Santa Clara Valley, resultins is the creation of a new economic
base in .the region focused on the electronic and defense industries. This srow~h resulted in a

~opulation i~crease between 1950 and 1975 from 95,000"to 500,000 residents. In the late
and early 1950s, city leaders, anticipating this new growth, presented two bgnd measures to the
public for fire safety improvements. Inactive Station No, 1 was one.of five fire stations
constructed in the downtown with proceeds from the 1946 bond measure; two more ata£i6ns soon
followed, funded by.a second bond measure in 1952. Thes~ s~ven stations reflect the new regional

-vltal~ty, deslsned in keeping ylth the new modernism in the context of Art Moderne and .the
Inhernational Style.                                               -.
(continued on page 5, DPR523L)

Bll, Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) None
*B12, References: (8.ketch Map wllh north z~rrow~’equlred.)

¯ BI3, ~ema~s: None
*B14. Evaluator: Franklin Naggi
*Date of Evaluation: January 23, 200~t

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required Information



* Map Name:

of 7 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

B~ San Jose West/~.aet *Scale:

SJC030. 23

* Date of Map; lS80 photorevised

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required Information
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Page ~ of ? *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder)

* Recorded By ~,NaggL & ~,Mo~o~e~y * Date 1/23/200& ~ ~h~n     ~

~(Continued from pa~e i, DPR523a, P3a) ’
~Inactlve Fire Station No. I, also previously known as Central "Fire Station No. I, was designed
in a modernistic way by the local architectural firm of Binder. & Curtis, International Style
its simplicity and use of unarticulated volumes and voids, and Art Moderns in its horizontal
bandins o~ ~ind6ws and focused use of Art Dace s~pes, it. ~emalns one o~ the most w~ll executed
examples of post-World W~ II e~a early/m0dern designs ’~n San Jose’ s urban core. The s~yle
itself had.only begun to surface locally just before the War, and flourished for about 10 years
followlns War, to be superceded by co~merci~l end institutional architecture more parametric in

f0zm~ or Bay Regional in styl~,

The facade of Inactive Fire Station No. 1, as well as. both its pre’decessOr andsuccessor

b~ildins, .has three bays fgcing the street.’These three bays serve the three engine companies
that have histo~ially been associated with Station No. 1 since the mld-1890s. The 1951 building
is 4onfigured to allow up tO 6 vehicles idside, two in each bay~ and was the first station
locally with drlve-thru bays. Some minor changes have occurred to the bays, including achange."-

to the mixlmum ipter~al height of the center bay (modified to facilitate larger &pparat~s),. and
~hat appear~ to be replacement roll-up doors. The building as awhole however, remains ~alrly.

original .to its original design.

3onstructed.of reinforced po~r#d-in-place concrete, the building is two st6ries in height and
rectanoular in plan,. It is covered with built-u~ roofing, a waterprooflns system that, as of
early 200~, was in a state of d~terioratlon. The floorlng.ls concrete slab, and the second level
flooring system was’not d~termined as a part of this recordation. Fenestration consists of metal

casement sash and fixed windows, The open.ings pierqe the concrete walls, and are horizontally
grouped at the second level by integral concrete header, and sill trim that visually band the
windows together. The bandiDs terminates near the front center of the.buildlng, where a
decorative vertical shapeonce embellished the base of a roof mounted flag pole. The flag pole
was relocated fairly early in the life of the building to a landscaped area at the corner. At
ground level, the windows are recessed from the outside wall and clustered under the overhang
behind ro~nde~ columns. The base of these short columns along the West St. James Street side of
the building rest’on a brick faced base wall, while at the’$9ont of ihe.bu~iding the columns
frame the bays. To the sides of the hays are office and lunchroom area~, accessed by pedestxlan
doors at front and rear.

The upstairs areas consist of ~leeplng rooms as we!l as Other ancillary spaces related ~o t~e

24=hour use of the building. At the southwest corner of th~ building, a hose drying tower
extends ou~ from the rectangular ~uilding shape and rises above ~he roof line. An additional
0ne-sto~y room extends even further out along-the West St, James Street frontage. The. room
merges with a masonry fence that wraps around the rear of the site, framing in the service area
that is accessed off of North San Pedro Street.

Fhe building is a physic~l reflection of the operational nests of running a central fire station
iin the 1950s,.and has changed ~ittle ~Ince its desisn and construction.’Var$ous com~unica£1on
functions were later relocated to a Communication Center &t the Civic Center near WestMisslon
~treet, but this change in the.use Of the ~ildlng did not resilt in a physical change to the
structure when it occurred. Because the specifics of the prior operation of. Inactive’Central
iFire Station No. I were not reviewed in-depth as a part of this reoordation, further research is
necessary ~o fully describe and.document the way in which the building was used.

DPR 523L (t/95) *Required Information



Page" 5      of     7    *Resource-Nams or# (Assigned byreoorder) s0"c030~3

* Recorded By F.Magg~. & E.Montgomery               * Date 1/23/~.004 [] Continuation [] Update

’continued.from page 2, DPR523b, B10)
The San Jose Fire Department was formally organized on January 27, 1854 by OrdinanceNo: 239,
The first firehouse Was constructed on property leased frgm Frank Lightstoh at 325 Lightson St.
and was’ opened on New Year~s D~y, 1855. It ~as a.two-story structure, 34 by 60 feet in size, and
eventually served as the headquarters forthree volunteer.q~mpa~ies..In "1869, the State
5egis~ature passed an act incorporating the departmment, and that same year the city bought
property on Second Street for Empire Company No. I, which had been located at Lightston. Hook
and Ladder No, i moved into rented quarters (although directories listed them at 375 Second St.
~ith Empire Company). TorrentEngine Company N~. 2, a group of 49 men, ~as moved tD the 1855
Zlty Hall building, which was later addressed as 35 N. Market St. Torrent remained at tSe city
hall site for 82 years until construction of the 1951 Central Fire Station. After 1869, a number
of additional volunteer companies were organized, but they were replaced by a professional fire
department in 1876.

A new cidy hall in the Plaza was opened in 1887, leaving the old building to Torrent. Later to
be ~a!led Enslne Company No. 2~ it was joined by the new Chemi6al #i in 1894, Hook and Ladder
No. i moved to San Pedro S~. behind .the old City Hall by 1892, but that firehouse was destroyed

in ~he 1906 Earthquake. The earthquake also damaged .the Market Street firehouse and rendered it
unusable. Both firehouses wars repl~ced in 1908 by.a single building at 35 N. Market St,
designed by local architects Wolfe & McKe~zie. The 1908 building had~ been built with hay lots
and stables, but the .horse-drawn equipment was replaced by gasoline-powered engines in 1915.
Soon this building was the home of Engine No. 2, Chemical No. I, and Truck No, I.

During the remaining ~iret half of the twentieth century, th~ ~ire department grew slowly, b~t
when political upheaval brought in a new reformist administration in 1944, one of its key .
)bjectives was to update obsolete fi~e equipment and aging flre’houses. A 1946 $3501000 fire"
)ond measure.provlded the funds necessary to bdild five new fire stations, although Station’No~

1, t~s last funded by the 1946 bond, required creative finsncigg to pay for its construction,
~hioh exceeded the bond proceeds. The fourfire stations preceding No, linclude Engine Compan
iNc. 2 at North 6th and E. Julian Streets (1948), Engine Co~ 5 at N, 6th and E Taylor Streets
’(1948), Engine Co. 6 at Minnesot~ Avenue and Irls Couri (1949}, and Engine Co~ 8 at E. Santa
Clara and S. 17th Streets (1949). A second bond was approved in 1952 which added similar
stations at S. 3rd and Martha Streets (Engine Cos. 3 and 13), and Auzerais and ~inor Streets
(Engine Cos. 4 and 12). By 1955 the expandln~ population required additional stations, and
temporary locations were established in the outlying neighborhoods - those Stowing needs met
wit~ permanent f~re stations which have kept pace with the expansion of the urban service ~rea
to the present.                                                                   "

The local architectural firm of Binder & Curtis were the architects for the new Central Fire

Station No. i, and Ernest N, Curtis was architect of record (Warren Held, pr0Je~t architect),
Binder & C~rtis was San Jose’s.most prolific firm at that time, having designed much of downtowr
San Jose durlng. 60 years of ~active woWk that began when william Binder first established hie own
firm in 1897 after being the Junior partner of James Falrley Wieland,’Curtis.becam~ Binder’s
partner in.1918. Bridges Constr~cti~n Co. won a competitive b~d to build the station for    .
$159,600 ’and was issued a building permlton April 12, 1950 (SJBP~ i0395), The new fire s~ation
was put into service on Ma~ch 15, 1951, the brass poles’frQm 35 N, Market ins{alled on that dat,
to implement the relocation~ Harry ~a~rell wrote on March 16, ."Everythlns is polished and
~leaming at the new plant - except the four braes po~es from the hpstalrs dormitories."
continued on next page)

DPR 523L *Required Information



¯ Page 6      of     7     *Resource Name or# (Assigned by reco~e0 SJC03023

*Recor@ed.Sy F,Maggi & S.Montgomery               *Date 1223/200~ []C0ntinus[ion [-]Update

(Continued from previous page)                        .               .
3enDral Fire Station No. i was dedicated on April 30, 1951, A day-long open house event broughtI
5ogether the Chamber of Commerce, San Jose High School Band,. civic officials, veterans groups,
~d 500 ~chool children to celebrate the opening of the station. Later that evening, the City
Council asked for 5ids to demolish the 1908 flre~ous~’to make way for a parking lo£. The 1908.
building was demolished a few months later. The new station was the first of, San JosA=s d~ive-
through stations, arranged so apparatus could be driven in from the rear, an’d contained a guest
bedroom for visiting fire officials in addition to the 40. bed dormitory,’

Forty-five yeats later, on April 30, 1996, San Jose City Council voted to build a new station
just north of the existing Fire Station’No. i. On January 5, 1999, the" City trans.ferred the fire
station site to the Redevelopment Agency of the City of San Jose (Deeds 14583399)~ The new

station to the north of 201 N. Market St was opened for service on September 15, 20~0.

Inactive Fire Station No. 1 is significant historically for both its distinctive architectural
styl~, an~ as an important representative of the evolution of fire safety in $an Jose. The

building was identified fo~ its historical significance as a part of the earl~ 1990s San Jose
Historic Resources Inventor9 update,. Phase I~, conducted by GloryAnne Laffey of Archives ~

~rchitecture for the San Jose Planning Department. Laffey prepared a DPR523 for~ o~ June 19,
1992, a~d the property was subsequently added to the Inventory without any specific notation
~egardin~ significance. The form did ~ot include any historical background, It was not lnclu~ed
~ithin the 2000 Downtown Survey Update bonducted by Dill DesisW Group, ~s properties previously
cecorded were not included within the .Update sco~e of work.

In reviewing the historical background and architectural context, it .appears that the property
is eligible for the both the National Register of Historic Places as well as the California

Register of Historical ReSources for its desigh, and as representative of an important local
pattern of development, Under NR Criterion A, and CR criterion I, the building represents a
linkage to the early formulation of the San Jose Fire D~partment, being, the fourth of fSve
station No. i buildings (the first three no .longer extant).~Fire Station No. 1 has always.had
i~portant associations as the command headquarters of a complex and essential component of
iovernment service. The present Fir_e Station No. 1 continues soma of that function within the
,reseat’San Jose Fire Department. Inactive Fire StatloD No. 1 also is significant for its
~chltectural ~esign within the context of local modern architecture, created as a part of a

dispersed grouping of seven new firehouses with similar characteristics of" the newmodernism.
Designed by t~e firm of Binder & Curtis, the building isdlstinctlve in downtown San Jose, a
clear represgntative of a specific time within the evolution of the city,s urban core. It would
therefore also qualify for the National and California Registers.under criteria C and 3, as the
bui~dlns ~mbodies the distinctive characteristics of a-tyPe and period, representing the work of
a master architect.

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b,’B12) ~
Gan Jose Building Permit No. 10395, 4/12/1950.
~arrell, H. "Old Firehouse Abandoned! Long Serve the New~" San Jos~ Mercury Herald, 3/16/195~.
"Fire House Ceremonies Being Held," San Jose Mercury Herald, 4/30/1951.
iuProJect~ Await Site Clearance," San Jose Mercury Herald, 5/~/1951.¯
"Fire Department Grows," San J6se Merc%tvy News,. 11/20/1955.
Santa Clara County Official Reco;ds, The City of San Jose to the Redevelopment Agency
I of the City of San Jose~ document no. I~58399, i/5[i~99.                .
Nailen, R. L. Guardians of the Garden City: The History of the San Jose ~ire Department.

M~moria~ ~@Drln~ Edition, san.~o~e= Smith & McKav P~.intin~ Co.. 2002..,

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required lnfor .marion
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FIJstoric Resource Name;

HISTORIC EVALUATION SHEET.
Station NO. i (inactive)

A. VISUAL OUALITY / DESIGN

t. S×~ER1OR ¯
2. STYLE

3, DESIGNER

4, CONSTRUCTION

5, SUPPORTIVE EI~EMENTS F.trehouae

x

VG G

x

E VG" G

x

x

ENVIRONMEI~TAL / CONTEXT

10, ~ONTINU1TY No~ l~a~ed In a~a o£ l~rtanca

I 1. SETTING ~tlbXe

12, FAMILIARITY e~l fo~ oity as a whole

D. INTEGRITY

13, CONDITION Minor

14. EXTERIOR ALTERATION*’ Minor

¯ 15. STRUCTUR/LL REMOVAL[

! 6, SITE Not m~ved

E VG’ G    ~P

E VG G I~

X

E. R~VERSIBILITY

17. EXTERIOR AXX a~oars to e~d~

Fo ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS I BONUS POINTS..

18, INTERIOR I VISUAL    o¢~d

19. INTERIOR / HISTORY ~cellen~

20. INTERIOR ALTERATIONt ~o chan~e., ~fk~.nl;~ ohan~ea

21, REVERSIBILITY / INTER, HiShly revera33ala

22. NATIONAL OR CALIF. RE( ~aar. elifllble

R~VI~W~D BY: Frankli~ ~aggi

E VG . G l~

x

x

x

X

DATE: 01/I 8/04



Historic Resource Name:

EVALUATION TALLY SHEET¯
~ire S~a~1on ~o, 1 (inactive)

A, VISUAL QUALI~Y I DESIGN

I. EXTERIOR

,2. STYLE

3.

4, ~ONSTRUCT/ON

5, S~JPPORTIVE ELEMENTS

B. HISTO~ty / ASSOCIATION

5, PERSON / ORGANIZATION

¯ 7, EVENT

8, PATTERNS

9, AGE

¯ C, ENVIRONMENTAL/CONTEXT

10. CONTINUH~Y

1 L SETTING

12, FAMILIARITY

Sub- Cumulative
E VG G I~T Value Value total sub-toisl

12 6 I6

10 8 0

6 4 0 ¸’6

10 8 4 0 0

8 6 36

15’ 7 "0

2O 15 7 0

12"9 5 0

8 6 3 0

2O

12

o 32

8 6 0 0

6 4 2 0 2

lO 8 4 0 I0 12 80

D, INTEGRITY

13. CONDITION

14~ EXTF.RIOR ALTERATIONS

15. STRUCTURAL REMOVALS

16. SITE

,O3 ,O5 .IO

.oo .o5 .IO .20"

.03¸ .O5 .IO

.00 ,3O ,4o

,10 ,2O ,4O

,00 .10 .2O .4O

48

0.03 x 80

0 x 48

0 x ¯ 32

0". x. 48.

O" x 32

0 x 32

2.4

0.0

0,0

0o0 ’°

0.0

0.0

2,4

3 1 0

3 3 1

4 4 2 -’0
.’,

.15 10 0

18. INTERIOR / VISUAL

19. INTERIOR / HISTORY        " "

20. INTERIOR ALTERATIONS

21. REVERSIBILITY / INTERIOR

22, NATIONAL / CALIFORNIA R~GISTER

EVALUATIONTOTAL:    (Adjusted ~ublotd ph~ B onus Poir|tO

I

3

4

4

15" 27
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CAPITAL OP SILICON "VALLEY

Executive Di.rector
The Redevetopment Agency of the City of San Josd

April 29, 2008.

Edward Janke, AIA, Chair
San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission
Att~: Sally Notthoff-Zarnowitz, Historic Preservation Officer
200 E. Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

SUBJECT: ’ FIRE STATION NO. ONE, 201 N. MARKET STREET

Dear Commissioner Janke:

The Redevelopment Agency has a long history of utiliz.ing re.development funds
for t~e p~eservation of San Jose’s historic resources. The Josg Theater, the Fox
(California).Theater and most recently, the Bassler-I-Iaynes andBeach Buildings
are just a few examples of rehabilitation projects that have benefittedfrom Agency
assistance. We believe that the charaoter of Downtown has been enriched greatly
b) the rehabilitation of these buildings.

It is our under.s.tanding that 9t the last H.LC meeting, tke Commis.sion requested for
its consideration the Historic Landmark Nomination of Fire Station No. One,
located at 201 N. Market Street. This revuest. has been agendized on the May 7,
2008 HLC meeting,

The San Jose Redevelopment Agency is owner of the site, and has identified
proceeds of the sale of Fire Station #1 to address the funding needs at Watson
Parl~ As its evener we do not support its designation as a City Landmark since
such a designation will adversely affect the value of the property and therefore the
funds available to the park.

200 East Santa Clam Street, 14th Fled. an J’os6, CA 95113 tel (408) 535-8500 fax [ 3) 292-6764 www.sjredevelopmen~,org



Historio Landmarks Commission
FIRE STATION NO. 1

Page 2
April 29, 2008

While we appreoiate the H.istorio Landmarks Commission’.s interest in the
buiiding, the Agenoy behoves th~,t res~I.vi.ag tho issues ’at Watson Park is mot6
critioaI for the publio.

Sinoerely,

Executive Dire.etor

}~ire S|ation No, 1




