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RECOMMENDATION

Approve an ordinance of the City of San Josd amending Sections 15.08.060, 15.08.070,
15.08.670, 15.08.790, 15.08.1120, 15.08.1140, 15.08.1160, and 15.08.1230 of Chapter 15.08 of
Title 15 of the San Josd Municipal Code to reflect the current organization of the City’s
Municipal Water System within the Department of Environmental Services, and authorizing the
Director of Environmental Services to allow modifications to customer responsibilities for
connection of private fire protection pumps to Municipal Water System in certain specified
circumstances.

OUTCOME

The proposed revisions to Chapter 15.08 of the San Josd Municipal Code ("Muni Water
Ordinance") will clarify that the Director of Environmental Services rather than the Director of
Public Works is the department director responsible for administering Chapter 15.08 and
provides the City Manager with the flexibility to designate such other director to administer the
provisions of Chapter 15.08 as she may determine to be appropriate or necessary.

The proposed revisions will also create an exception to Section 15.08.670 D, of the Muni Water
Ordinance and enable Muni Water customers who require the use of a pump to elevate or
increase water pressure (e.g., for a high rise building), to directly connect to Muni Water’s
distribution facilities if the use of the pump is for fire protection purposes and if other criteria is
met as determined by the Director of Environmental Services.
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BACKGROUND

A. Administration of Chapter 15.08

Since 1993, the Municipal Water System has been part of the Department of Environmental
Services and administered by the Director of Environmental Services. However, Section
15.08.060, of the Muni Water Ordinance still defines "Department" as the "Department of Public
Works. Section 15.08.070 defines the "Director" as the "Director of Public Works."

B. Exception to Muni Water Customer Responsibilities Chapter 15.08.670D

Section 15.08.670 D, of the Muni Water Ordinance provides that if a customer is required to
install a pump to elevate or increase on-site pressure, then that pump shall not be directly
connected to any Muni Water distribution facilities.

ANALYSIS

The revisions within the Muni Water Ordinance will align the administration of the Muni Water
Ordinance with the current practice, policy, and organizational strategy of the Environmental
Services Department. Changing the designation to the Department of Environmental Services in
these two sections will realign the administration of the Muni Water Ordinance responsibilities
from the Department of Public Works to the Department of Environmental Services. It will also
provide the City Manager with the flexibility to delegate the authority to administer the Muni
Water Ordinance to another City director as she determines to be appropriate or necessary.

Under Section 15.08.670 D, if a customer receiving service at the City’s main or service
connection must elevate or increase the pressure of the water received by means of a pump of
any kind, the pump shall not be attached to any pipe directly connected to the City’s distribution
facilities. Per the proposed revisions, and for the purpose of private fire protection service only,
customers may request an exception from the requirements of this Section 15.08.670 D by
submitting a written application to the Director and supporting plans which clearly describe the
proposed location of the pump to the Director for review and approval. Once granted an
exception, customers will be allowed to connect on-site fire protection pumps to pipes directly
connected to the City’s distribution facilities in lieu of installing and connecting to on-site water
storage facilities. The proposed revisions will maintain system reliability by ensuring that pumps
directly connected to the City’s distribution system have backflow prevention, low impact on
system water velocities, and do not degrade water quality.

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

No additional follow up actions with the Council are expected at this time.
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PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or
greater. (Required: Website Posting)

Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-
mail and Website Posting)

Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or
a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

This item does not meet any of the above criteria. This memorandum will be posted on the
City’s website for the January 31, 2012 City Council agenda.

COORDINATION

This project and memorandum have been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office and the
Department of Public Works.

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT

There are no cost implications to the General Fund as a result of this action. This
recommendation meets the general principles of the 2011-2012 Mayor’s June Budget Message of
providing essential public services while valuing financial sustainability and cost recovery.

Categorically exempt, File No. PP 12-009

/s/
KERRIE ROMANOW
Acting Director, Environmental Services

For questions please contact Jeff Provenzano, Acting Division Manager, Environmental Services
Department, at (408) 277-3671.


