
CITY OF ~

SAN JOSE
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALEEY

COUNCIL AGENDA: 01-24-12
ITEM: 3,3

Memorandum
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND         FROM: Dennis Hawkins,

CITY COUNCIL                          City Clerk

SUBJECT: SEE BELOW DATE: 1-11-12

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT THE CALIFORNIA DISCLOSURE
ACT

RECOMMENDATION

As recommended by the Rules and Open Government Committee on January 11, 2012 and
outlined in the attached memo previously submitted to the Rules and Open Government
Committee, accept the Staff Analysis of AB 1148, the California Disclosure Act,



CITY OI~ ~

SAN JOSE
CAPITAl, OF SILK:ON VAL[,EY

.TO: RULES AND OPEN
OOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

RULES COMMITTEE: 1-04-12
ITEM: H,3

Memo.randum
Councilmember Kansen Chu
Councilmember Ash Kah’a

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT
’THE CALIFORNIA DISCbOSURE
ACT

DATE: December ’15, 201 !

APPROVED:

RECOMlVI~NDATION:

Adopt a resolution in supp, ort of AB I148, the California Disclosure Act,

BACKGROUND:

Unlimited anonymous corporate and other special interest contributions are misleading voters with
deceptive political advertisements while hidingwho is spending millions to buy elections, AB 1148, the
California Disclosure Act, authored by Asscmblymember JuliaBrownley, would requh’e full disclosure,
m the advertisements themselves, of the largest major funders of:all politlcal television, radio, print,
mass mailing, and onli.ne advertising l~or and against ballot measures and for independent expenditures
for anc~ against candidates, Misleading political advertising deceives voters into supporting or opposing
candidates and ballot measures that they would not support if ri!ey wire was behind it, Disclosing the
true flmders of political advertisements would help voters make better informed decisions,

While this is a state mandate, cities also have a stake in AB 1148, Ensuring transparency is a crucial.
first step ,in the direction Of assisting voters make informed decisions, Every voter deserves to know
who is paying For political advertisements, Citizens look to theil: alerted officials and leaders for
guidance and advice on such public pglicy matters, Every citizen oFSan Jos4 is also a citizen o~’
California, and the integrity of our electoral process affects us all,

Cities in Calii%rnla that have endorsed AB 1148 include Los Angeles anti Berkeley, While there has
been much discussion in Santa Clara County regarding AB 1148, the City of San Jos6 is positioned to be
the first city taldng a formal stance on the California Disol0sure Act and will demonstrate its leadership
by further ensuring transparency and open government, In addition, individual elected oN#ials in
many different jurisdictions and offices have personally endorsed the measure, The League of Women
Voters of California and Califdrnia Common Cause are also suppprting the bill,.

In the spirit of having an honest and open governmbnt, voters and other special nterest groups,, would
have less influence when it comes to electing our representalives, This will prornote ethics and
accountability in the system, The adoption era resolution fi’om the City oFSan Jos4 will confirm local
government support at the state level,



RESOLUTION IN FAVOR O1~. AB 1148, THE CALIFORNIA DISCLOSE ACT

WHEREAS the Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision ihas unleashed hundreds of millions of dollm’s
of anonymous corporate spending on politica! campaigns across California and the nation; and

WHEREAS misleadingpolitieal advertising by big-money interests hiding behind innoct~ous sounding
committee names and other organizations deceives voters into supporting or 9pposing candidates and
ballot measures that they wouldn’t if they klaewwho was really behind it; and

WHEREAS disclosing the true funders of political ads in the ads themselves would helpvdters make
better informed decisions;

THEREFORE BE IT I~ESOLVED that                                           endorses
AB 1148, the Californta DISCLOSE Act, ailthored by Assembly~member Julia Br.oimaley, to require ful!
disclosure, in the ads themselves, 0f the largest major funders o~ all political television, radio, print,
mass mailing, and online advertising for and against ballot measures and for inde.pendent expenditures
for and agaihst candidates.

THEREFORE BE ]~T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be provided to the
Governor, Assembly Speaker John Perez, Senate President pro Tern Darrell Stei.nberg, Assembly
Elections Committee Chair Paul Fong, Senate Elections Committee Chair Lou Correa,
Assemblymember Julia Brownley, and to Our area’s members of the Democratic’ Caucus of the
California Legislature and Congressional Delegation.

Submitted by:

Organization

Signature Date

Signer/Officer Name

Signer Email Signer Phone

Please return completed form to Califo~"nia Clean Money Campaign at address ot" fax below,

PLIt;ASE RICTURN RESOI,UTION FORM TO~ Calil’oraia Clean Money Carapaigll
3916 8. Sepulveda, Suite 1(19 * Culver City, C,’~ 90230

(Updated 05/21/I 1) Phone (310) 397-1)20(I ~ Fax (888) 633-8898 *




