City Council: Agenda 11-15-11
Item: 2.5

SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

To: Honorable Mayor and City From: Councilmember Pete
Council Constant
Subject: Travel Report Date: November 14, 2011

Approved: /

RECOMMENDATION:

Accept Travel Report for Suwon City, Korea visit by San José delegation led by Councilmember
Pete Constant and approve disposition of gifts as indicated.

BACKGROUND:

From October 5™ to October 10™, 2011, I led a delegation from San José to Suwon City, South
Korea to attend the 48™ Suwon Hwaseong Cultural Festival and to participate in a series of
meeting with Suwon City business leaders and civic leaders. This trip was fully funded by the
government of Suwon City, Korea.

An ambitious schedule of 25 meetings and events began upon our arrival in Suwon City. These
meetings provided us with a number of opportunities to promote economic ties between San José
and Suwon City. I, and the others in San José’s delegation, emphasized the city’s competitive
advantages for companies who wished to establish a presence in the Silicon Valley and for
investors who are looking to fund worthwhile ventures in the region. We also highlighted the
goals of San Jose’s Economic Development Strategy and discussed opportunities to build upon
initial meetings between the cities in order to foster further business and cultural relations.
Suwon civic and business leaders were eager to begin a dialogue with us to promote mutually
beneficial ties between the two cities.

As a result of this trip, a Suwon-based manufacturing company that we visited while in Suwon
expressed interest in establishing a Silicon Valley presence in San José. This company has been
referred to Community and Economic Development staff for follow-up.

GIFTS:

The exchange of small gifts of nominal value between official visitors to South Korea and
government officials and business leaders within South Korea, is traditional practice there and
within many other nations in Southeast Asia. | presented gifts to them as follows: San José
Sharks jersey, books on San José and the Silicon Valley, and miscellaneous San José logo items.
Many of the gifts were donated to the city and will be reported on my DFRL.
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Following is a list of gifts and sources of gifts | received during my visit to Suwon City, South
Korea, along with their values and disposition:

Source Gift Description Estimated | Disposition
Value
Suwon CCI (Chamber of Candle holder with candles < $50 Retained for display in
Commerce & Industry) District 1 office
National Information Society SONY iPhone Headphones $15.88 Donated to Lynhaven
Agency Elementary School PTA
Mr. Toilet House Toilet Museum | Piggy Bank, Keychain, 2 < $25 Retained by
Books, CD, Pen Councilmember Constant
Samsung Electronics Framed photo of delegation, ~$75.00 Retained by
cufflinks, tie clips Councilmember Constant
— to be reported on form
700
Mayor, Suwon City South Korea | Framed photo of city, city < $25 Retained by
pins, pen Councilmember Constant
Mayor, Suwon City South Korea | 2 tea sets, jewelry box ~ $150.00 Presented to City
Manager — to be retained
by City of San José
Suwon Smasung Bluewings Glass cube paperweight < $25 Retained for display in
Soccer Club District 1 office
Prinics Co., LTD Portable photo printer & ~ $150.00 Donate to Lynhaven
charging station Elementary School PTA
Suwon City Council Rice wine cups < $50 Presented to City

Manager — to be retained
by City of San José






