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Memorandum
FROM: Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE: October 12,2010

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 7
SNI: Tully-Senter

SUBJECT: HL10-194, CITY HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION FOR THE
ZANKER HOUSE LOCATED AT 1650 SENTER ROAD (HISTORY PARK)

RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) recommends (4-0-3; Abatecola, Cohen and Torres
absent) that the City Council adopt a resolution designating the Zanker House located at 1650
Senter Road (History Park) as City Historic Landmark No. 194.

OUTCOME

Designation of the building as a City Historic Landmark Structure would allow the property
owner, History San Jose, to be eligible to obtain grant funding through the County of Santa Clara
for the rehabilitation and maintenance ofthe structures. Any exterior alterations to the structures
would require the issuance of Historic Preservation (HP) Permits.

BACKGROUND

Based on their research, dated October 3, 2009, Urban Programmers determined that the Zanker
House qualifies as a City Landmark Structure. The property owner, History San Jose, submitted
an application for City Historic Landmark designation in August 2010. On October 6, 2010, the
Historic Landmarks Commission held a public hearing to consider the proposed City Landmark
designation. The Commission voted to recommend the City Council adopt a resolution
designating the Zanker House Structure as City Landmark No. 194 (4-0-3; Abatecola, Cohen and
Torres absent).
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Historic Preservation Program Budget

City Council adoption of the FY2010.,.2011 budget eliminated the proactive Historic Preservation
Program, which resulted in the elimination of all non-fee funded Historic Preservation activity,
including resident assistance with the Mills Act Tax incentive and work on new Historic
Landmarks not supported by fees. Staff acknowledges the Council's budget action and has
moderated expectations about future landmark processing this Fiscal Year with the Historic
Landmarks Commission and community. The frequency of Historic Landmarks Commission
meetings is being reduced to quarterly, and agenda items are being limited to those required for
fulfilling the Commission's SJMC Title 13 obligations. The only proactive work staff is
currently doing is related to the consultant contract for the Gardner neighborhood historic survey.

The staff processed this particular landmark nomination, along with the other three at History
Park, because the County's grant funding for rehabilitation costs is only available for designated
landmarks. All future privately initiated landmark nominations will be required to pay fees for
staff time spent processing the application.

ANALYSIS

The Zanker House merits designation as a City Landmark based on its historical, cultural and
architectural significance. The structure at 1650 Senter Road (History Park), San Jose, has
special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value to the community even though it
has been moved from its original location, for its significance as the home ofF.W. Zanker, an
early emigrant who was one of the first farmers to successfully farm strawberries for the
commercial market, shipping produce to San Francisco by steam ship from the Port of Alviso in
the 1860's. The structure is also an extremely rare example of the mid-19th Century built
environment in Santa Clara County with a transitional design that reflects both the Greek
Revival/Pioneer and Italianate building forms.

The building meets the criteria for designation as a City Landmark Structure in conformance with
San Jose's Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 13.48 of the Municipal Code). Under the
definition for historical significance within the City of San Jose Historic Preservation Ordinance, the
building clearly has historic, architectural, and aesthetic value of a historical nature. The building
qualifies for City Landmark status based on: Criterion (l), its character, interest or value as part of
the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or culture for its exemplification ofthe
agricultural history 0 f the Santa Clara Valley, especially in relation to 19th Century family farms,
and Criterion (6), for its distinguishing characteristics ofa mid-1860's rural house in the transitional
Italianate style ofarchitecture with original materials and methods ofconstruction intact.
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POLICY ALTERNATIVES

The City Council could opt to decline to designate the Zanker House as a City Landmark
Structure. In such case, the building could undergo exterior alterations in the future without need
of a Historic Preservation Permit and would not be eligible for County grant funds.

Pros: This alternative would not appear to confer any grant funding benefits, from a public
policy perspective.

Cons: A decision not to designate the Zanker House in accordance with its eligibility as a City
Landmark would not further the objectives of the General Plan policies and the Historic
Preservation Ordinance to promote and enhance the preservation of historically and
architecturally significant sites and structures (see Fiscal/Policy Alignment section, below).

Reason for not recommending: On the basis of the evaluation prepared by qualified historical
consultants, the Zanker House has been determined to meet the eligibility requirements for
designation as a City Landmark. To follow through with formal designation process as proposed
would promote the General Plan and Municipal Code objectives relative to historic preservation
and provide eligibility for County grant funds.

PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST

o Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or
greater.
(Required: Website Posting)

o Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality oflife, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E
mail and Website Posting)

o Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Councilor
a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff has followed Council Policy 6
30: Public Outreach Policy. The City Landmark nomination was initiated by the property
owner, History San Jose. Public hearing notices for the project were published in a local
newspaper, posted at the site, and mailed to all property owners and tenants within at least 500
feet of the subject site. Information about the proposed project and the associated public
hearings has been made available through the Planning Division web site, and staff has been
available to answer questions.



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
October 12,2010
Subject: HLlO-194, City Landmark Nomination
Page 4

The Historic Landmarks Commission held a public hearing on the proposed City Landmark
Designation on October 6, 2010 as noted above. Alida Bray, CEO/President of History San Jose,
spoke in favor of the proposed designation and responded to Commission questions.

COORDINATION

The City Council resolution to designate the City Landmark has been coordinated with the City
Attorney's Office.

FISCALIPOLICY ALIGNMENT

This project is consistent with City Council Policy: Preservation of Historic Landmarks, and the
Historic, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources San Jose 2020 General Plan policies.

COST SUMMARYIIMPLICATIONS

Not applicable.

BUDGET REFERENCE

Not applicable.

CEQA

Exempt, CEQA Guidelines Section 15331.

lsi
JOSEPH HORWEDEL, SECRETARY
Historic Landmarks Commission

For questions, please contact Darryl Boyd, Historic Preservation Officer at 535-7898.

Attachment: Historic Landmarks Commission Staff Report



CITY OF SAN JOSE. CALIFORNIA
Department of Planning, 8uildlng and Code Enforcement
200 E. Santa Clara St.. San Jos~, Callfomla 95113

HLC. Agenda: 10/6110
Item 1\0. 3.e.

FILE NO.:

STAFF REPORT

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION

HLI0-194, 1650 Senter Road, Zanker louse

APPLlCATION TYPE: Existing Zoning R-I-8 - Residence District

Historic Landmark Nomination (HL) General Plan Public Park and Open

PRO.JECT DESCltlPTlON: Nominalion of
Space

Council District 7
the subject building as a designated City
Landmark Annexation Date Original City

Historic Classification nla
Historic Area n/a

SNI Tully-Senter
Redevelopment Area SNl

Specitic Plan N/A

Figure 1. History San Jose site (Image SOUTee: Google Maps).
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OWNERS/APPLICANTS

Owner: City ofSan Jose, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113

Applicant: History San Jose, attn: Alida Bray, 1650 Senter Road, San Jose CA 95112

BACKGROUND

In November 2009, the Zanker House was evaluated in a Depattment ofParks and Recreation
(DPR) form and historic evaluation sheet. This building is a transitional design that reflects both
the Greek RevivallPioneer and ltalianate fomls, and is as extremely rare record orthe mid-19lh

Century built environment in Santa Clara County.

The building is also significant as the home ofF.W. Zanker, an early emigrant who was one of
the first farmers to successfully fann strawberries for the commercial market, shipping produce
to San Francisco by steam ship fmm the POit 0 f Alviso in the 18605.

Designation of the stmcture as a City Landmark would establish the requirement for the issuance
ofHistoric Preservation (HP) permits for City approval ofany exterior changes proposed to the
structure. The designation would also allow History San Jose to obtain grant funding through the
County of Santa Clara for the rehabilitation and maintenance of the structure.

ANALYS.lS

I. Historic I"a.udmarlt Criteria (HL10...194)

In making Ute findings that a proposed landmark has special historical, architectuml, cultmal,
aesthetic, or engineering interest or value oran historical nature, the Commission may consider,
among other relevant factors, the following:

(1) Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or
culture;

(2) Its location as a site ofa significant historic event;

(3) Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contl'ibuted to the local, regional,
state or national culture and history;

(4) Its exemplification ofthe cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the city of San Jose;

(5) Its portrayal ofthe envirorunent ofa group ofpeople in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive m:chitecturaL style;

(6) Its embodiment ofdistinguishing characteristics ofan architectural type or specimen;

(7) Its identification as the work ofan architect or master builder whose individual work has
influenced the development of the city of San Jose;

(8) Its embodiment ofelements ofarcllitectural or engineering design, detail, materials or
craftsmanshIp which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unique.
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Summarv: Based on the information in the historical evaluation prepared by Urban
Programmers for the building, as discussed below, the structure merits designation as a historic
landmark based on its value as a part of the City's heritage and culture, and for its embodiment of
distinguishing characteristics ofan architectural type. The DPR form indicates that although the
building was moved from its original location on MiIpitas~Alviso Road, the structure retarns its
ability to help explain how a family farm house operated during the 18605 and 18705.

Under the definition for historical significance within the City of San Jose Historic PI'eservation
Ordinance, the structure helps to embody the agricultural history of the valley, and of the
development of the commercial strawberry industry. The structure meets the criteria for
designation as a City ofSan Jose Historic Landmark Structure in conformance with San Jose's
Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 13.48 of the Municipal Code). The structure qualifies
for City Landmark status based on: Criterion (I), its character, interest or value as part of the
local, regional, state or national history, heritage or culture for its exemplification of the
agricultutal history of the valley, especially in relation to 19th century family farms; and Criterion
(6), for its distinguishing characteristics ofa mid-1860s rural house in the Italianate style of
architcctul'C, with original 'materials and methods ofconstruction intact.

GENERAL PLAN CONFORMANCE

The Landmark Designation for these structures conforms to, and furthers, the San Jose 2020
General Plan Urban Conservation/Preservation i\tJajor Strategy. This strategy recognizes that
preservation activities contribute visual evidence to a sense ofcommunity. The structures also
further the policies in the Historic, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources (HACR), in
particular Policy No.2, which states that the City should lise the Area ofHistoric Sensitivity
overlay and the landmark designation process of the Historic Preservation Ordinance to promote
and enhance the preservation ofhistorically or architecturally significant sites and structures.

CEQA

The environmental impacts of the project will not have an unacceptable negative effect on
adjacent propc11y or properties in that the project has been determined exempt fi'om the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Section 15331. The project
is limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction ofhistorical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for the Treatment ofHistoric Properties

COl\iMUNITY OUTREACH

The proposed Landmark nomination was initiated by the property o\lmer. A public hearing notice
for the project was published in a local newspaper, and posted at the site. Information about the
proposed projects and the associated public hearings has been made available through the
Planning Division web site, and staff has been available to ansWer questions.
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RECOl\-fMENDAnONS

HL10-J94- Lnndm~u·h.Designation

Planning Staff recommends that the Commission, after holding a public hearing on the subject
proposal, recommend that the City Council approve the proposed Landmark Designation ofthe
Zanker House as Historical Landmark No. 188 at the City Council hearing scheduled for
November 2,2010 at 1:30 PM.

Project Manager: John Davidson

Mlachments: Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) fOlm
Location map



State of California The Resources Agoncy
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Primary 1/
HRII!

Trinomial
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings _
Review Code Reviewer Date

Page __1_ of _9_ *Resource Namo or /1: (Assigned b~' recorder) Zanker House at II' s tor Park
Pl. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted

*a. County Santa Clara and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a LoCtlllon Map as nouossary.)
*b. USGS7.5'Quad San Jose Nest Date 1980 T ;R_,_30f 30fSec_, __8.M.
c. Address 1650 Sent Road City San Jose Zip 95112 _
d. UTM: (Givo more U1an one for largo alld/or linear resOlllCes) Zone lQ, GO 1067 .-7 mEl 413103 <I ,7 mN
e. Olher Locatlonal Data: (e.g" parcell!, directions 10 I!?soUlce. elevallon. e1c., as appropliate)

l\PN

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource anQ ils major elements. Include design, malelials, cOlldition, allerallons, siw. se:lir.g, and ooundaries)

The site is located on the 110 °th side of the History Park, H 17 acre park dedicated to preserving the
understanding of k1CaJ history through historic buildings und some recreations. The location of the Zanker
House is between the Chiechi House to the cast an I the Santa Ana School house to the nor[h\Ve.~L

/\Jrhough the setting is Ilot as rural a. a farm, the hOllse repr sents a Vel)' important ruralresidcntiaJ
structure due both to its age (dating fron 1868) and to its unique ar'llitectural style which is a transltiollill
deSign that rcite ts both Greek Revival/Pioneer :1I1d ItaJlanatc forllls. As sLlch. this tructurc is an extrcmcJ},
ignificant and rare record of the mid-19th Century built environment in the Santa Clara Valley.
(Continued on pa 3)

Elemenl of District Olher (Isolales, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (view. date.
accession iii Viel" N
Elant Fac;ade,'l OjO II. 2009
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:

X Historic Prehistoric 80th
CooslruClsd: c. laS? Museum Archil/al
Records
·P7. Owner and Address:
Cily of San Jose
200 E. Sanla Clara SI. San Jose 95112

, *P8. Recorded by: (Narne, afflliaron. and
address)
Bonn' e Bambul"g
Urba Pro rurr~ers

10710 Rl geview Avenue
San Jose CA 95127
*P9. Date Recorded:10/03/2009
*P1 0, Survey Type: {Describe) E'IO j ec I:
Specific
"Pll. Report Citation: ,;Cite sur..cy repon
i:lnd other sourcos, or enter "l1ono.')

*Attachments: NONE X LocaUon Map X Continuation Sheet X Building, Strucl~re. and Object Record, Archaeological

Record District Record Unear Feature Record Milling Station Record Roc'k Art Record Artifacl Record Phologreph

Record Other (List):

DPR 523A (1/95) 'Required information



State of C rola The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPART OF RKS AND RECREATION HRI#

BUILDING. STURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

'NRHP Status Code
Page~ of _9_ wRl)source Name or # (Assigned by reoora<m~.l'~§Illi~~~~::J~~£:?£~~~
81. Historic Name: F. VJ. Zanker House
82. Common Name: Zanker House
83. Original Use: Residential 84. Present Use: Public !':luseum
"85. Architectural Style: Italianat15
"86. Construction HIstory: (Construction date, alterations. and date of alterations)

Constructed c. 1H68, addihon c. 1920 (removed'
*87. Moved? No X Yes Unknown Oate: 9/1'1/1986 Original Location: \'lest Side of Zanker

Road, 1 mile north of Hi9h"'ay 237. ofL]\lvTsO-Milpitas~~Road

*88. Related Features: .
Landscaping and setting in History Park

89a. Architect: Unknown b. BUilder: OnknOl-/n
*810. Significance: Theme Residential Architec:tuE~ Area San .~Jose

Period of Significance 1850-1.880 Property Type Farm House Applicable Criteria NA (DisclJs$ imporlance in terms of
historical 01 alcMectural context as denned by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The building meets the criteria for designation as a SanJose Historic landmark under criteria:
I. Identification or association with persons, eras or events that have contributed to local,
regional, state or national history, heritage or culture in a distinctive, significant or important way;

The house is significant as the hOlTIC of F.W. Zanker, an eady immigrant family that was one of the first to
successfully farm strawberries for the commercial mal:ket, shipping the produce to SaIl Francisco by steam ship out
of the Port of Alviso in the 1860's. Strawberry farming and the invention of frozen srrawberries arc important
elements in the agricultural history of SanJose and Santa Clara Valley.

2. ldentification as, or association with, a distinctive, Significant or important work or
vestige: a. Of an architectural style, design or method of construction;

The F. vv. Zanker House is significant to the history and architectural heritage of SanJose as onc of, if not the oldest
Lilral residence that remains in original condition, exhibiting transitional eady [taltanate design from the 1860's and
construction materials and methods of that period. (cominued on sheet 4)

811. Additional Resource Attributes: (Ust aUributes and codes) HE' 15

"812. References: HIstory San Jose Arcbives
See attached Sources Consulted

813. Remarks: The house is part of the permanent collection at
Hislory Park

"814. Evaluator: 1:1. .......,,..1'" U"",h" '"~,

"Oate of Evaluation: 10103/09

(This space reserved for official comments.}

OPR 5238 (1/95)

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

See attached map sheet

'Requlred information
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Primary
HRltI

Trinomial

Page of *Resource Name or II (Assigned by recorder) ~~~~9E;[~;:.l:!l~QEY~~it!~15~~~~!!?~~~~.~.!L~~

"'Recorded by:~. Programmers "'Date_~~~~2J0~L~~~x

P3a.Description continued

The residence consists of a 2'8to1'y, wooden structlll:e built on a simple rectangular floor plan of fralne
Ccltlsttucrion sheathed in wide shiplap exterim walls and coveted by a singbgablcd, moderately pitched
roof \vhich runs parallel to the front of the house. Fenestration is symmetrically placed along the facades
with the entry fa<;nde south-facing and centered by a single wooden entry door, All fenestration openings
are similar in style and consist of \'crticany~oriented double hung windows with 2 over 2 lights, Window
surrounds are slightly projecting and very simple in form. The entry fac;ade exhibits 3 windows on the
second floor and one each on each side of the entry door. Like'designed single windows are located one to a
floor under the gable ends. The roofline exhibits a characteristically pronounced deep eave over a simple
frieze line that is broken by single and paired bracketing. An unusual feature here is the wooden boxed
paneling along the frieze. The single most distinctive feature of the \-"'ooden shingled 1\10f is the prominent
broken gable returns with its paired brackets on both the "vest and east filcades. The raised \\'(J<)t.lct'l quoins
at the corners of the residence add its most distinctive Italianate ornament. The other most prominent
design feature is the front wooden porch 'rvhkh is raised 3steps above ground level and is supported by
simple \vooden square posts that support a slightly hipped roo[ Smaller simple wooden boards form a V'
shape \vhe1'e the posts meet the roof. Plain wQoden board balusters endose the porch and front steps. Here
Ol1e notes that the porch design in much more characteristic of the Pioneer/Greek Revival precedent th.m
the more ornamented Italianate residential designs that would dominare the 1870's architectllre in the Santa
Clara VaUey. That the front porch was of a more basic. unornamented design reinforces the fact that the
site was a simple farmhouse for a very middle class farming family of Limited means constructed in an era of
prudent frugality.

The Inndscaping and SCtth1g in History Park il> respectful. of the significance of this building in a group of
rural farm houses that are now part of the architectural collection. As mentioned it is not the farm setting of
the original location yet it gives ample separation from other buildings to appreciate the architecture of a
building tlmt once stood <,lone. yet muong ancillary and out buildings. The reconstructed outhouse adds to
the understanding of the 'Nay the houses and families functioned in the 1860·s.

[n the cady twentieth centm'y an addition to create a kitchen was placed on the rear of the building. Abom
the same time a bathroom (toilet) waS added in the house. Both of these later addit iOl1S were removed whcn
the house was moved to History Park and rehabilitated to show the origiml design and how it functioned.
Areconstructed Dllth()llse is in dose pt:oximity to the house showing how the two would have been in
relationship to each other. \;V'hen the house was brought to History Park it was discovered that there waS
no provision for a nue in the bllilding indicating that there was no kitchen stove or heating stove in the
house \vhen it VhtS constructed. or for many years after.

The house provides an opportunity to understand hmv a family house operated on a farm during the 1860's
and1870·s.

CPR 523L (1/95) "ReqUired Information



B 10. Significance continued:

The house is significant for two primary and very specific reasons. The first has to do with age. SanJase
and the Santa Clara Valley have very few remaining residential buildings from the 1860's. The 1870's
represented the first real boom in the region and as such the more ornate Italianate styles from this period
are more prevalent. The Victorian design era in San Jose is much more characteristically Italianate, Eastlake
and Queen ;'\nne chlting from the last three decades of the 19th Century than the much rarer Pioneer, Greek,
and Gothic Revival styles which dominated the first half of the Century. vVhether intentional or not, the
Zanker House is a very unique transitional design. Here the simple wooden Pioneer/Greek Revival forms
start to morph into the more ornate Italianate forms which derived their inspiration from Renaissance Italy
rather than classical Greece. The de~U1 simplicity of Greek lines were to be replaced by the high ornament of
the Renaissance which used Greek and Roman design in a much more flamboyant manner. On this specific
site, the simple massh1g of the structure, the prominem Single-gabled roof and the symmetry of window
placement all derive from the Greek Revival as does stripped down detailing of the front porch. Yet ~ldded
to these forms are the wide horizontal shiplap siding, the corner ntised quoins and the prominent
bracketing which all derive from the newer ltalianate school which v{ould come to dominate local design.
The result is a perfect bridge from one earlier Victorian era design style to a later Victorian era design The
nl.lmber of simple, unadorned Greek Revival. strucntres in the region are very rare while the number of
Italianate residential designs are much more commonly found. But it is in the unique mix of styles that
makes the Zanker House such a treasure for the City of SanJose and for History SanJose to maintain the
permanent record of the built environment in Santa Clara County covering the last 175 years.

The house is also significant as the working home of F. \Villiam Zanker who was one of the first farmers in
the Santa Clara Valley to grow strawberries for the commercial market in San Frandsco. The verities
Sharpless and Cheney Strawberries \\Fere grown on 8acres of the Zunker farm. vVhen ripe they "vere packed
in wood trays ancI sent by ste,tmship fronl the Port of Alviso to San Francisco onboardsteam ships.
Commercial growers \\Tere faced with the very difficult problem ()f picking the fruit at the peak of sweetness
with a very short shelf life or picking them early (stru\vberries do not gain sweetness or color after they
were picked). The histOl:y ofstrawberries describes them as it Iu:\.'Ury or artistic fruit which is found
throughout ancient hisrory and ,vas cultivated in California to became an important agricultural crop for
Santa Clara Valley that lasted from Zankel"s work into the 1980's after \vhleh most of the strawberry fields
were redeveloped \vith tract housing. The history of the stra\:vbeny in SanJose inclildes a thriving industry
and the first successful frozen fruit product, sn:'a\:vberries in a syrup that was perfectedby the Naturipe
Strawberry Growers Co?Operative while located in a building on Berryessa and Old Oakland Road, part: of
the Modern lee and Cold Storage fncility.]

Born in 1831, Fredric vVilliam Zanker left Pruss.ia (Germany) at the age of 19 for the: United States where he
worked on the east coast before mking the Nicaraguan route to California where he arrived ill 1855. His
first endeavor was in the gold fields of EI Dorado County, but he soon left the mines to farm in Santa Cruz
County where he also \vorked in a sa\v lnilt~ In 1857, he came to Santa Clara County to farm 120 acres·of

I Urban Progl'ammet's, ;'Historic and Atchitectural Evaluation ofModem Ice and Cold Storage Co.",2005
2 Pen Pictures From The Garden oJlhe World or Santa Cfal'a CO/iluy. California. lI/ustmled. - Edited by H. S. Foote,- Chicago:
The Lewis Publishing Company, 1888. p. 544-545

OPR 523L (1/95) -ReqUired Information
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"Recorded by: Urban Programmers "'Date November 3, 2009 x Continuation Update

B 10. $tgnUlcance continued:

land that: he believed to be government land available for the investment of making it productive. This was
not the case and after a two year legal process the collrt upheld the land grant to Governor Burnett. Z.mkcr
then rented the land on Milpitas~Alviso Roads until he purchased 120 acres inl86J In 1861, F. vViUiam
Zanker married San)ose resident Catherine vValters, who was also animmigmnt from Germany. The
family expanded witI1S children. First were 4 girls who married by the late 1880's and then 4 sons. All but
two remained in the SanJose area; Emma married Christopher. Rottling with whom she bote five children
(1 died) and lived it:) the Mt. Hamilton region of Santa Clam County; tv'linnic: married Rudolph Binder a
carriage painter, and lived on Oal< Street with 2 dal1glu:crs, 2 sons and niece Olive Rodlillg according t(1 the
1900 CenS1.1S, but then moved to San FrancisC(). Lena married E. Glatto, and lived in San Jose; Elizabeth
(LiZZie) maLTied Cyrus Shupe anclmoved to Shasta County; and sons William, Frank, Douglass, and
Adolph who remain in dose proximity to the family fann. l \Villiam remained in Alviso and becHlllc the
elected treaSlll'er for Alviso where he also participated in social and civic organiziltions.

The Zanker family is important due to their early atrival into the Santa Clara Valle}' German community
and f(1f the generations that remained in the area contributing to the growth of thc Valle}'. However, their
work at the beginning of the fmit industry to promote the sttawbeny as ap.mHtabte component of
agriculture in the Santa. Clara Valle,. is their significant contrlbmion to history.

EVALUATION Of SIGNIfICANCE:

City ofSnnJosc Historic Lancllnnrk Program:

Histodcal Nature. The term "historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic, or engineering interest
or value of an historical nature" shall meun a quality that derives from, is based upon, or related
to any of the following factors:

1. Identification or association with persons, cras or events that have contributed to local. regional, state or
national history, heritage or culture in a distinctive. significant or important way;

The Zanker House is associated with the mid~1800's em when San Jose was growing as a cit}' with
many immigrants coming to farm the fertile land of the Santa Clara Valley.

2. Identification as, or association with, a distillctive, significant or importtUlt work or vestige:
<t. Of an architectural style, design or method of construction;

The ZankcrHouse represents one of the carly iterations of the Italianate style found in Santa Clara
County, The 1868 wood frame house exhibits unique transitional design and C(J11structiol1 methods
used during that the 1860's.

1 Pen Pictures From TIle Garderl oftile World or Stulta Clam Cml!tty, Califol'llia, !lll/s(mied. ~ Edited by H. S. FOlJle,~ Chicago:
The Lewis Publishing CQlupany, 1888. p. 544.545
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EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE:

City of Sitn Jose Historic umdmi\rk Program:

b. Of a master architect, builder. artist or cmftsman;

The architect is undocumented although it is likely that a local mchitect was the deSigner. The construction
is finc quality craftsmanship.

c. Of high artistic merit;

The design is of high artistic medt as a \vell proportioned and designed transitional style bridging the
Pioneer-Greek Revival and Italian:lte .

d. The mtality of whieh comprises a distinctive, significant or important worl< Or \'estigc whose component parts
may l:H:k the s,une attributes;

As a signific,mt artifact ill the collection of historic buildings in History Park the Z,mker House is II strong
contributing clement depicting the cad)' settlement era in the growth of SanJose.

e. That has yidded or is substantially likely to yield information of v<llllC abollt histOLy, architecture, engineering,
culture Or aesthetics, or that provides for existing and futme generations an example of the physical Stl rroundings in
which past generations lived or worked:

The Zanker House has yielded information dUlt describes how a family lived in the mid 1800's. It continues
to p"rtray that information in the setting at llistory Park

f. That the construction materials 01' engineering methods used in the proposed landmatl<
arc unusual or signifiellnt or uniquely effective. '

The Zanker House is constructed of old growth redwood that was taken frOID the Sanm Cruz ~iIOl1l1t,lins

where the owner F. William Z.ml<ef worl<ed in a saw"mill ,mel could assess the value of this species of wood.
Redwood became the wO(xl of choice for much of the building that occurred after 1870. The methods and
l1laterials are important to provide an understanding 01 construction in the 1869's, but arc not as significant
as the design.

3. The facwr of age ;\1011<: docs not necessarily confer a spedttl historical. architeetllnll; cultm,tl. ;testhetlc ()t.

engineering significance, value or interest upon a structurc or site, but it may have such effect if a more distinctive,
Significant or important example thereof no longer eXists.

The Zanker House ,tppears to be SanJose's oldest wood frfln1e house and likely aile of the earliest wood
fmme houses to rem,tin in the County. The age, unique style. and construction of the Zanker House make it
one of a kind and very significant to the architecnu'<11 history of San Jose.
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EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE:

City of SanJosc Historic Landml1rk Program:

San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission's Evaluation for Significance establishes the follmving levels of
significance:

67-134
33-66
33-66
32-0

Candidate City Landmark
Structure of Mel'it
Contributing stl'Udure to a historic district
Non-significant

In sutnmary, the Zanker I-louse al HistOl'Y Park representsil significant building of landmark quality in
San Jose. Evaluated using the Histork and Archit(~cturalTally Sheet, the facility rated over 80 points, well
above the threshold of Candidate City Landmark, The Tally sheets are attached.

Generally! buildings that have been moved away frolll their original setting and location are not eligible
for listing in the Califomia Register of Historic Resources 01' the Nalional Register of Historic Places.
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Address: F. W. Zanker House, History Park. San Jose

View: South {Front land West Facades

Date: August 14, 2010
Format: Digital



Address: F. W. Zanker House. History Park, San Jose

View: West Facade

Date: August 14, 2010

Format: Digital
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Address: F. W. Zanker House, Historv Park, San Jose

View: East Facade
Date: August 14, 2010

Format: Digital
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