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TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND
CITY COUNCIL
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COUNCIL AGENDA: 11-2-10

ITEM: Ll.3{a)

Memorandum
FROM: Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE: October 12,2010

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 7
SNI: Tully-Senter

SUBJECT: HLI0-192, CITY HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION FOR THE
MIGRANT WORKER CABINS LOCATED AT 1650 SENTER ROAD
(HISTORY PARK)

RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) recommends (4-0-3; Abatecola, Cohen and TOlTes
absent) that the City Council adopt a resolution designating the Migrant Worker Cabins located
at 1650 Senter Road (History Park) as City Historic Landmark No. 192.

OUTCOME

Designation of the buildings as City Historic Landmark Structures would allow the property
owner, History San Jose, to be eligible to obtain grant funding through the County of Santa Clara
for the rehabilitation and maintenance of the structures. Any exterior alterations to the structures
would require the issuance of Historic Preservation (HP) Permits.

BACKGROUND

Based on their research, dated May 12,2010, Urban Programmers determined that the Migrant
Worker Cabins qualify as City Landmark Structures. The property owner, History San Jose,
submitted an application for City Historic Landmark designation in August 2010. On October 6,
2010, the Historic Landmarks Commission held a public hearing to consider the proposed City
Landmark designation. The Commission voted to recommend the City Council adopt a
resolution designating the Migrant Worker Cabins Structures as City Landmark No. 192 (4-0-3;
Abatecola, Cohen and Torres absent).
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Historic Preservation Program Budget

City Council adoption of the FY2010-2011 budget eliminated the proactive Historic Preservation
Program, which resulted in the elimination of all non-fee funded Historic Preservation activity,
including resident assistance with the Mills Act Tax incentive and work on new Historic
Landmarks not supported by fees. Staff acknowledges the Council's budget action and has
moderated expectations about future landmark processing this Fiscal Year with the Historic
Landmarks Commission and community. The frequency of Historic Landmarks Commission
meetings is being reduced to quarterly, and agenda items are being limited to those required for
fulfilling the Commission's SJMC Title 13 obligations. The only proactive work staff is
currently doing is related to the consultant contract for the Gardner neighborhood historic survey.

The staff processed this particular landmark nomination, along with the other three at History
Park, because the County's grant funding for rehabilitation costs is only available for designated
landmarks. All future privately initiated landmark nominations will be required to pay fees for
staff time spent processing the application.

ANALYSIS

The four Migrant Worker Cabins merit designation as a City Landmark based on their historical,
cultural and architectural significance. The structures at 1650 Senter Road (History Park), San
Jose, have special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value to the community, for
their exemplification of the economic heritage of the Santa Clara Valley during the periods of
Horticultural Expansion (1870-1918) and the Inter-War Period (1918-1945) even though they
have been moved from their original location. As the very last remaining examples in the City,
the structures retain their ability to communicate the history of migrant worker housing and are
extremely important to the agricultural heritage of the City of San Jose.

The four buildings meet the criteria for designation as City Landmark Structures in conformance
with San Jose's Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 13.48 of the Municipal Code). Under the
definition for historical significance within the City of San Jose Historic Preservation Ordinance, the
buildings clearly have historic, architectural, and aesthetic value of a historical nature. The buildings
qualify for City Landmark status based on: Criterion (1), their character, interest or value as part of
the local, regional, state or national history, heritage or culture as fine examples ofmigrant worker's
living conditions at canneries andfruit ranches during the agricultural period ofthe Santa Clara
Valley; and Criterion (4), for their exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic
heritage of the City of San Jose as to the critical importance ofthe seasonal migrant worker labor
supply during the period when agriculture was the dominant industry.
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POLICY ALTERNATIVES

The City Council could opt to decline to designate the Migrant Worker Cabins as City Landmark
Structures. In such case, the buildings could undergo exterior alterations in the future without
need of a Historic Preservation Permit and would not be eligible for County grant funds.

Pros: This alternative would not appear to confer any grant funding benefits, from a public
policy perspective.

Cons: A decision not to designate the Migrant Worker Cabins in accordance with their
eligibility as a City Landmark would not further the objectives of the General Plan policies and
the Historic Preservation Ordinance to promote and enhance the preservation of historically and
architecturally significant sites and structures (see Fiscal/Policy Alignment section, below).

Reason for not recommending: On the basis of the evaluation prepared by qualified historical
consultants, the Migrant Worker Cabins have been determined to meet the eligibility
requirements for designation as a City Landmark. To follow through with formal designation
process as proposed would promote the General Plan and Municipal Code objectives relative to
historic preservation and provide eligibility for County grant funds.

PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST

o Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or
greater.
(Required: Website Posting)

o Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality oflife, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E­
mail and Website Posting)

o Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Councilor
a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff has followed Council Policy 6­
30: Public Outreach Policy. The City Landmark nomination was initiated by the property
owner, History San Jose. Public hearing notices for the project were published in a local
newspaper, posted at the site, and mailed to all property owners and tenants within at least 500
feet of the subject site. Information about the proposed project and the associated public
hearings has been made available through the Planning Division web site, and staff has been
available to answer questions.
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The Historic Landmarks Commission held a public hearing on the proposed City Landmark
Designation on October 6,2010 as noted above. Alida Bray, CEO/President of History San Jose,
spoke in favor of the proposed designation and responded to Commission questions.

COORDINATION

The City Council resolution to designate the City Landmark has been coordinated with the City
Attorney's Office.

FISCALIPOLICY ALIGNMENT

This project is consistent with City Council Policy: Preservation of Historic Landmarks, and the
Historic, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources San Jose 2020 General Plan policies.

COST SUMMARYIIMPLICATIONS

Not applicable.

BUDGET REFERENCE

Not applicable.

CEQA

Exempt, CEQA Guidelines Section 15331.

lsi
JOSEPH HORWEDEL, SECRETARY
Historic Landmarks Commission

For questions, please contact Darryl Boyd, Historic Preservation Officer at 535-7898.

Attachment: Historic Landmarks Commission Staff Report



CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
200 E. Santa Clara St., San Jose, California 95113

HLC. Agenda: 10/6/10
Item No. 3.a.

FILE NO.:

STAFF REPORT

mSTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION

IDAO-192, 1650 Senter Road, Migrant Worker Cabins

APPLICATION TYPE: Ex.isling Zoning R-I-8 - Residence District

Historic Landmark Nomination (EL) General Plan Publ ic Park and Open

PROJ-ECT DESCRIPTION: Nomination of
Space

Council District 7
the subject buildings as a designated City
Landmark Annexution Dnte Originnl City

Historic Classification n/a

Historic Arca ilIa

SNl Tully-Senter
Redevelopment Area SNI

Specific Plan N/A

Figure I. History San Jose site ([mage source: Googlc Maps).
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OWNERS/APPLICANTS

Owner: City of San Jose, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113

Applicant: History San Jose, attn: Alida Bray, 1650 Senter Road, San Jose CA 95112

BACKGROUND

In August 2010, the grouping of four migrant worker cabins were evaluated in a Department of
Parks and Recreation (DPR) form and historic evaluation sheet. These cabins were located at
Sakauye Fruit Ranch on N. First Strcet before being relocated to the History Park in 1996.

Although the buildings represent a modest, utilitarian design that could be moved quickly as the
need arose, they also appear to be the last migrant worker housing in the City of San Jose.
Migrant workers were ofcritical importance to supply labor during the planting, harvest, and
canning seasons. The buildings are directly associated with the fruit and canning industry. which
was the most important sector of the economy in the Santa Clara Valley from the late 1800$
through the 1940s.

Designation ofthe structure as a City Landmark would establish the requirement for the issuance
of Historic Preservation (HP) permits for City approval ofany exterior changes proposed to the
structures. The designation would also allow History San Jose to obtain grant funding through
the County ofSanta Clara for the rehabilitation and maintenance of the structures.

ANALYSIS

I. flistol"ic Landmark Criteria (HLIO.192)

In making the findings that a proposed landmark has special historical, architectural, cultural,
aesthetic, or engineering interest or value ofan historical nature, the Commission may consider,
among other relevant factors, the following:

(1) Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history. heritage or
culture;

(2) Its locatiort as a site ofa significant historic event;

(3) Its identification with a person ot· persons who significantly contributed to the local, l'egional,
state or national culture and history;

(4) Its exemplification oftho cultural, economic, social or historic heritage ofthe city ofSan Jose;

(5) Its portrayal oftho environment ofa group of people in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive arcrutecttU'al style;

(6) Its embodiment ofdistinguishing characteristics ofan architectural type or specimen;

(7) Its identification as the work ofan architect 01' master builder whose individual work has
influenced the development of the city of San Jose;

(8) Its embodiment ofelements ofarchitectural or engineering design. detail, materials or
craftsmanship which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unique.



File Nos. HLIOw l92
Migrant Worker Cabins, 1650 Senter Road

Pllge30f4

Summar,v: Based on the information in the historical evaluation prepared by Urban
Programmers for the property, as discussed below, the structures merit designation as a historic
landmark based on their value as a part ofthe City's heritage and culture, and for their
exemplification of the economic heritage of the Santa Clara Valley during the periods of
Horticultural Expansion (1870-1918), and the Inter-War Period (1918-1945). The OPR form
indicates that although the buildings have been moved from their original location to the History
Park setting, the structures retain the ability to communicate the history ofmigrant worker
housing, are the last of their type, and are extremely important in the heritage of the City of San
Jose.

Under the definition for historical significance within the City of San Jose Historic Preservation
Ordinance, the structures clearly help to illuminate the economic and social history of the Santa
Clara Valley during its agricultural years, and the structures meet the criteria for designation as
City orSan Jose Historic Landmark Structures in conformance with San Jose's Historic
Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 13.48 oftbe Municipal Code). The structures qualify for City
Landmark status based on: Criterion (1), their character, interest or value as part of the local,
regional, state or national history, heritage or culture for thcir exemplification ofworkers' living
conditions at canneries and fruit ranches; and Criterion (4), for their exemplification of the
cultural, economic, social, or historic heritage ofthe City ofSan Jose during the period when
agriculture was the dominant industry in the valley.

GENEltALPLANCONFORMANCE

The Landmark Designation for these structures conforms to, and furthers, the San Jose 2020
General Plan Urban Conservation/Preservation Major Strategy. This strategy recognizes that
preservation activities contribute visual evidence to a sense ofcommunity. The structures also
further the policies in the Historic; Archaeological, and Cultural Resources (HACR), in
parlicular Policy No.2 states that the City should use the Area ofHistoric Sensitivity overlay
and the landmark designation process ofthe Historic Preservation Ordinance to promote and
enhance the preservation ofhistoricaUy or architecturally significant sites and structutes.

CEQA

The environmental impacts of the project will not have an unacceptable negative effect on
adjacent property or properties in that the project has been determined exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Section 15331. The project
is limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction ofhistorical resources in a mannel' consistent with the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for the Treatment ofHistoric Properties.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The proposed Landmark nomination was initiated by the property owner. A public hearing notice
for the project was published in a local newspaper, and posted at the site. Information about the
proposed projects and the associated public hearings has been made available through the
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Plalming Division web site, and staff bas been available to answer questions.

RECOMMENDAnONS

KLIO~192-Landmark Designation

Planning Staff recommends that the Commission, after holding a public hearing on the subject
proposal, recommend that the City Council approve the proposed Landmark Designation of the
Migrant Worker Cabins as Historical Landmark No. 186 at the City Council hearing scheduled
for November 2, 2010 at 1:30PM.

Project Manager: John Davidson \ 1 17~ O"lte•. Yt,()1A>lTJApproved by:_~=________ (~

Attachments: Depaltment ofPal'k.> and Recreation (DPR) form
Locatioll map



State of California The Resources Agency
DePARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Primary 1/
HRII/

Trinomial
NRHP Status Code NA

Reviewer Date

Continuation Sheet X Building, Structure, and Object Record

Lineal Feature Record Milling Station Record Roell Art Record

Other Ust):

Other listings _
Review Code

PagG __1_ of -.lL*ReSoufCe Name or 1/: (Assigned by recorder) 1,1' q ['8 n t \')0 r k e r Ca bi n s

Pl. Other Identifier: History San Jose- I-listcry Park
., P2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted

*a. County San ta CIa ra ancl (P2c, P2e. and P2b or P2d, AMcll a Location Map as necessal)',)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad S n Jose 'a t Date 1980 T _; R_' _ 3 of 3 of Sec B.M.
c. Address 1650 S nter Road City Sail J::; Zip _951 2 -
d. UTM: {Give more lhanone lor large andlor linear resources) Zone 10 S 601170.08 mEl4131101.12_,nN
e, Olher Locallonal Data: (e,g.• parcell!. directions to resource, elevation, ele.. as appropnale)

AE'N 117-30-001
·P3a. Description: (Desoribe resource ard ils major elements. Include design. materials, condition, alleralions. size, 'selting, and boundarios)

The selling for lhese small migrant worker cabins is HislOry Park a 17 acre historic lhemed park within Kelley Purk

in Sail Jose. Possibly the last migmnt wnrker cabins ill the City of Sari .lose, the fOlil', small cabins and one slighlly
larger cabin were donated to the City or San Jose lind relocated 10 Ihe grounds of History Park in 1996. The wood
frame buildings lire covered with buard siding and arc single, slory, single-wall c;on"lruclion. The 1'0111' small cabins
have a pitched roof with exposed cave tails and vents in the peak. The hrgcr has a hipped rool'. Recently
rehabililMed, the 4 small rectangular form cabins measure approximately 20 [t. X 11 fI,( 220 sq,n,) witll one door
and Iwo double-hung windows. The siding is board and ballcn. Windows Ihat were damaged be)'on repair havc been
rcplaceLl wilh the same divided pane style that were recycled from olher old buildings. Sci on the cast edge of
Hislory Park, the location is close to the fruit barn and utility shed to maintain thc rclationship with agricultlll'al usc.
Although decks and ramps are around the buildings for interpretative use the immediate area is similar (0 the original
sClling with crushcd rock and trees. 'I he cabins have been rehabilitated and are in 0001.1 condition,

·P3b. Resource Attributes: (Llsl allribules and codes) HP 14 Government Building(s) HP 361'I'1ulti ethnic
.P4. Resources Present: X Building

Structure Ooject Site District
Element of District 01her (IRolalo!>. ole.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, datB.
accession II)~
Front Facade, 5/2010
lPG. Date ConstructedlAge and Source:

X Historic Prehistoric Both
Constructed: 1905-1920
*P7. Owner and Address:
City of San Jose
200 E. Santa Clara St..
San Jose CA 95112
·pa. Recorded by: (Name, alnfialion, ard
address)
Bonnie Bamb\Lrq
Urbtln !?togt rnmers
10710 Ridgeview hvenue
San Jose CA 5127

lJ::::~~:::=:~:~=:~~~:§~~::;;;:=~~LJ*P9. Date Recorded:5/1212 1

0
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Proj Be t
S e Hie
*P11. Report Citation: (Cile surve~ report

and olher sources, or enler"none,") Guadal pe Corridor ErR,1983,Historic-l and Architectural
Evaluation fOL he Sakauye Prop rty 2341/2343 ~. fi st . , Sen Jose; Ar.chi/cs &
Architectur.e 1996
"Attachments: NONE Location Map

Archaeological Record Dislrict Record

Artilact Record XPhotograph Record

OPR 523A (1/9S) "'Required Information



State of California The Resources Agency Primary If
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HAIl!

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

~NRHP Status Code 3S
Page _2__ of~ *Resourco Name or # (Assigned ty rocordo')!'1.iq::ant r/~or ker Cabir,3-11istory l'a ::k
81, Historic Name: P tt f, LO~J Pres rving Co pany ,,;orkers C bi S
82. Common Name: 'Jigrant ~Iol'kec c bins at Hist;:}J:y Park
83, Original Use: cesidential- temporary housing 84. Present Use: t~useum P'HY. 8xhibits
*85. Architectural Style: stripped industrial - m" nt;llry
*86. Construction History: (COll$t'llclion (jaIO. iill ratbns. and dale of alloratlonsl

Constructed 1905-1920,
*87. Moved? No XVes Unknown Date: 1352, 1996
Preserving Company, S nta Cl raj S huCk: Co. SU nyvale
rirs S~ eet San Jose
*86. Related Features:

Fruir B~lrn anlllllll 'cum exhibit buiJdings

N,

89a. Architect: UnknO',m b. Builder: Unkno',m
*810. Significance: Theme Architectu Le/Ethnic Her i tag Area San Jose

Period of Signillcance 1905-1960 Property Type house ( bi) Applicable Criteria NA (Disc S5 import<Jncl$ in

terms of hlstortcal or architectural context as defined by thome, peried, and geographic scope, Also address integrill'.)
Th,~ hlliltlillg~ a PIlI:il I' cligihlc for listing ill the Clllifornill Register of Ilisluri4: Reslllln:esl & 3· anJ as a Sail Jose
CiL)' Lundmark LII:l:lIl1st: Lhe)' H~.pear lu be lhe Insl migranL \\'url el' IIUUSI) ill Sun .lose. Migl'lIll! workers IV 'I" or
critical importanco 1.0 supply labOt' during Ihe planLing, harvest ulld cannillg ~(:aSOIIS, Tile 4:lIhins were tile
lelllp0l'llr)' hOllfiillg provided fur lhese I'arnili.:s. 8iichi Sakauye, il pl'Urllilll:llt Japllllesc fl'nil. (peur) nilieher
plII'c1lascd ol'l:lwrd 1<llId 011 N. [i'il'sl SL. ill 1952, Illlcimoved foul' eabills I'I'OIll the Pr:H1 ~ I.owe PI' ;sel'vin­
Company in Snlltn 1111'11, 1I11l1 OIlC frolll the Sclllicli Cnlllpuny (C<lnnel')') ill SIIIIII)'\"1I1·. The huil,liugs nrc (lil"cLly
associated wilh the fl'lIit LlIILI canni'lg indllstr)' that was l.hl~ IllOsL imp0l'llllll ccollomic illdustr), ill Sallta Clara
Valley I'l'Olll the Ilite 1800'slhrullgh tlw 1~)iI·O';;, rcmainillg n cOIIlI'ibulOr 10 Ihcecolloll1Y illiu lite 1960',;. Halill:':
9!.l ruillls UII lite Sail .low lIisloriu EVitlllal iOIl Tally, the abill8 arc cligible 1'01' Historic LallJlllarL ~I sigllatioll.
(colltinued shcet 3)

811. Additional Resource Attribules: (List allIibules aM codes) HP ~6 8thnic WOLke oS h l'Jdinq
Braceros: HP 14 Government building.
*812. References: Clty&Countypubllcdocur.1ents, G,A.Laffey & Duval C, Histori al and
Architectural Evaluation for th S kauye Property 23tJl/23'13 N. Fl s' Street, City of San
Jose, County of Santa Clara; 6/6/1996
813. Remarks:
'814. Evaluator: Bonnie Bamburg
'Date of Evaluation: 5/6120:.0 (Skelch Map with north arrow required.)

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPA 5238 (1/95) *Required information
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Primary
HRI#

Trinomial

""Resource Name or II (Assigned by recorder) ..Jj19S2£!:_~~~~3~:.!:li'd~~~U~~

"Date ~~~~~=.:cC=C:Cc-~_.-

Page of 16

"*Recorded by: -'.!~~.R!:2.9.ESI.!~~~»_">¢~~_,,_",,

B 10 Significance continued:

Snll Jose Historic Luntlmnrk Ortlillllllec nntlllOlieics;

TIm Sail Jose Histol'ic PmslH'vntioll Ol'dimlllce #17927, ilS umcndcd, contains the cl'itcria that were ust!d to
evaluate the buildings, The criteria iU'C as 1'0110w8,

I. Identifiealion (11' associat.ion with persoJls, Ilms Ill' events thut have I:ontrihuted to local, rlJgiOlull,stntn Ol'

natioual histOl'y, heritage 01' culture in a distin(;tive, significant ol'important way;
2, ldentifielltion as, 01' lIssociation wilh, II (li8tillcth'4~, signifiennt or importunt work 01' vestige;

a, Of an architectural style, design or met.hod of IJonstnaelion;
h. Of a mastel' UI'chiteet, buil<ler, nrt!st 01' m'Hftsmll";
e. Of high al'listie mel'it
d, Th() lottdily I~I' which comprises a distinctive, significmll 01' iml)Ol'lnul wol'lt of vestige whose eOlJlfloncnt

IHlI'ts mllY lack the SHUU) !ltll'ilmtcs;
c. Thnt has yielded 01' is substantially likely to yield Infol'lIlatjoll of valUt~ about histol'y, ,ll'(:hitccllu'e,

enginccring, eultun: 01.' Msthctill$, or dllll provides for existing aud fllt.lIl'C gCIlCl,tttions IIIl examl)lll of the
physil,al BIH'I'oIllHHngs in whil::h pasl gllllcl'ations lived OL' wol'l,ed; or

f. The falltf)l' of <Ige alone dot!,'! not n(~ctls$~H'ilyconfer a sfH;,:ial hilltOI'iclIl, ul'chilectul'l1l eult.lIral <1I1sthet.it: or
engineering signilimlllce, valuu 01' iuten,sl upon a stnlclul'c 01' site, but it lIIay hav(~ sueh (lml(:t if a mol":

dislinctive, significant or importmlt eXIIllI[~le tillml0f IlO longel' exist".

In addition 10 the ahove, t.he Historic Lallilmal'ks COfnmission may consider:
1. Us clUlI'li(:ter, interel>t of vlillie us Ilat't of the local, regional, stutc 01' IIl1lioHUI hili till')', heril.llgl~ {){,.,ulturc;
2, Its IOlmliol1 Us u site of sigll iriell II I historic event;
a, lis identifiClltion with H pel'SOIl 01' pel'sons who significantly contributed to the loenl, regiollal, sllltl~ or

nlllioll(\1 eultllre 01' history:
'I., Its llxl!lrtplilieation of tho cultul'al, CCOnOIl1II;, social 01' hislol'ie heritl1gc of the City of San JOSIJ;
5, hs pOI·truylll of the environmenl of n group of IHlOpllJ in lin Ill'<! of hisl.IJI'y characlerizlJd by 1I distinetivil
arehitecllll'lll stylll;

6. Its cll1bodimlHlt of distinguishing charnl:lcl'istil:S of IlU Ill'!lhit<lCtUl'nI type 01' specimell;
7. Its idlllltificatillll 118 the work of Ml nrehiLtlf:t 01' luastel' huilder whose individual work has influcnced the
development flbc City ofSiltlJose;
n, its emhodiment of elements of III'I!hil.l:ctul'!I1 or (mgilllllwillg design, detail, J11l1tel'iuls 01' Gmft51llllllship whieh

I'cpl'csent.s a signifi(:nnt m'chittl(!tlll'it! innllvation or whidl is unique.

Sail Jose Histol'iG Lallrlnu\l'ks CutIJmission's Evaluation 1'01' SigniriealH:c estliblish'lS the following kwds 01'
sign ifil!IIIH!t!:

33-+Potelltial Historic HCSOU!'IXl (cvlIlulIl.l) for possible status as a Cit)' Landmnl'k/Cnl Hegislf:r
msuurl:l:)

0-:32- NQu-siguifkulIl. r(:SOlll'll!:

The buHdlngs 1','lIcd an Ilcljllsc.ed t(Hals (If : 98

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information
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B 10 Significance continued:

Historical Conteld for evaluating the Migrant Worker Cabins at History Park

The lirst known inhabitants of the Sanla elm'a Valley werc thc '{'amien tribe, n gl'{)u I' of 1'0111' distilleL I.ribld."

that ()(:cuflied diffenmt parts of I.he valley and were prll't of the Coastal OIdone language group. Theil'
settlcmlmts wen: ':stnhlishCll in lll"l~UI where gllllle, fish, /H~orns and vegetation (food) and fn:l'lh water werc
avnilahle, ol't{m alrUlg the Guadalupe Hivel' llnd CO)'otc Cn:d;; (Laffey] 992:1),

The Ohio lie \VIJl'llelm:imaled in the laIc 1700's ns SrHiin, altlmll,ling to thwart Ihe llxpunsion of HU55ia and
Englund in ClIlifol'lIill, 1l0loni7,cd the area (mforcing 8ubjuglltinn amlintl'oducing EuroJlcun dilletlSl; <is Spain
continued explfJl'ing ilnd settling tim coast fOl' COIlHl1cl'cinl llXpllllSioll,

'('he SllllUish Period £1777.1322)

Exploration of Alta Cnlifol'uin brought t1w S[lUuish to the San Frlllll:is(;o Bay Al'ca, The initial dis(;ov(Jry of t[Hl

Santa Clara Valley was by Sel'geaut .Jose.: Ol't<~ga orthe POl'toluExpedilioll in 1769, wlm chruniclml tho
abnndanc(; l)f limbel', deh soil and u native population lhnt eoulel beeome it \l'ol'k foree, It took lel:8 than eigln
yellt's 1'01' Mission Santn Chu'a to he cstuhlished and a I'llW Illonths longcl' for tilt: fi.'st dvil $(jUlcment ill
Cnlifornia, EI PUl:hlo de: San Jose de Guadalupe, to be cstablished along the east bank of I.ho Guadalupe IHver.
The riVt~I' he'lUllw til() bonlUlary between the Roman Catholic Mission and thl~ civil sell.kuumt, Both were
tlxpectcd to [ll'ovidll food and goods to the Prcsidios of Montlwcy and San FI'anc.isco,

[n Novemher 1777, Lt. Jose Joaquin Momga, representing the King of Spain, ,lIH114 families~ n I.otul or 16
people, left the Presidio San Francis(lO ttl crcate the first civil settlement in California in the fertile valley ()f tlw
Guadalupe Rivm', MOWg'l had the lIlap dmwll providing ellch fnrnily with Ii lot 1'01' II house and aHoeal.ing
"sucl'leS" fanning plots whidl .:ould be used but not sold, IIml surruUlHlilig Ilw Puehlo, eolllIUOIl llllltis for
grazing,

The settlement was originally loentcd on tlw GU'HfnluIJe HiveI' in Ilorlh Smt Jose (Tnylo\' SLI'ccl), IHn till' (mllllnl
fJoo(ling caused the settlers to petition for I'docatioll to the south whc]'e they wouldlw on higher ground, The
I'clluest was granted, allowing thc town to rdocntll .. bout 1791 to the Hl'lm south adjaefml. to wltat is now CCS,H'

CIHI\":~ Plnzll Park lit the crossroads rl'OIll Montemy and the Missiou Santa Clal'a,

During th(.~ Sp<lllishperiod, f<muing pl'(nlur:ed llllalls~ ';01'11, wheat, hellll), nax, 8cHsoultl vegt!l,ablfl:! and fruit. The
IHISil; indnstry of the aI'ell revolved around thc (:1'liPS, fnilling ,IIHI hcmplflax thl'CM), CHIHllc$ ancl soap· IhI:
ueecssit.i'ls, A pOOl' l[lwlity wilH! and brandy were flutelc f.'om small Vineyards and ol'chlll'li fl'nit. A,i; tll(: enUII!
herds gmw, hides (1IHILlwr) lind tallow (fat and I'cndedng) beC,IlIHl inlpol't,tnl in thl! local eeonomy, When thl~

Pl'esidio was supplied, the sUI'()lus food lind goods made by the Pueblo wel'll sc:nl to Ilw Presidios or I.mdt!d wit h
tltll slliIing ships tluough the £loriS of Alviso, ~(outel'ey, Yel'btl BuculI, lHld S/Illt,l Cruz,
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Change wus brought about by the 1810, civil war in Mex.ico which 1'c1axt:d the I'cgulnliolls alHI l!tlstl'Oylld thc
economy wilhin the Pueblo, WHh rt,duced oversight I'l'Ortl I.hl: Spanish milillll'Y and n:duecd Spanish It'adc. Ihe
opportunity (or Imdc with foreign shi[IS through previously guarded ports pl'Ovided diffllrcnt pl'(wisiollS - tca
and coffee as Willi as manufactured goods. Exposul'e to differenl trude allli govm'nance systems callie fronl the
snilol'!! who dcci.led to .1111111' sllip and stay in California,

ll11U22 Ml:xienn governlllcntal colll.roll'cpha:ed Spain's, The two mosl imllOl'l.lUlI. fUlllloug tl:l'ln dUluges were
t1w sl:mtlnrilling of Missioll lands mal, in 1112t l" tlte granting of large lund hnldings (rnlH:hus) to uny persoll who
petitiol1mllO settle 1I IIlloccupit~d tracl.. or land. With.in Sunla (:l<\m Valley tltm'o w{~rc :m land grmltll issued
between 18:3t~ and UH5, 15 ofwhieh w(!rl~ within tlte lands formerly held by the Plwb[o (Laffey 1992:2), The
l'al1ehOf; Wl~re operaled mudl as small towns, self slIffieicnt in growing lilod Ilml providing lahol' 1'01' 11m t'andlO'.~

fields find indusll.'jea, which wCI'e incrcasingly relaled to (mule (hides and tallow), Whillll·t~ligionwas IJurl of lite
Rancho life, edlwution was hu:king,

Another change wm; allowing fureignm's to settle in Calif()I'lIill. Tin: first such scuJer W!lS Antonio Suuol, b<trll ill
Spnin, who nt'rived 011 U Frcnch ship. All educated mUll, he opened Ihe fil'sl gmlcl'al stlll'e nnd sulooll ill lite
Pueblo, lh, nlso plallted a vineyard and it appears he wus the fil'sl. 1';1IrOpellll to IIIHI((~ WiIH: in Santa Clal';j Valle)'
selling it as em'ly liS 1823 (Arbllelde 1981~:175). Soon his education qUlllifit,t! him for p(tSltttaster, blinker and
aHomey, and in. 181U, he became the Alcnlde (.l\'IUYOI')' Othlu's followl!!1 and in 1341, tlte fh'st AllWI'i(~<lns IHTivcd
by ovedltmlrolltes, In 1835, uppmximlltely 700 l'csidents lived in the Pueblo; 40 wel'C foreign, mostl)' L~lIgli8h 01'

Amel'icalls. By UN,S, the population had gl'oWll 10 90(); [Ilmost 200 WOl'11 Americans, The Amcl'j<:alls were
;1I1erlistcd in business nnd trunsf(lI'luing the Pueblo with AfIl(:riClIlI style conlmel'\~l~. By lH46, whclI t.he
Americalls occupied the Slate, tlHlll'lIIuubcr8 were 8u[fit:ielll 1.0 takc control,

This turlwlwt period wus marked lay dumgc; the influx of Aute ri(;lln stHtlel'.s to the Meximlll (~ol\ll\lllllity; tltll
lh'umlltic change ft'om the established goverlling systems of Spain, tJllm Mexico to thc English/Anwrieull legll[
system; uIH1IIII agrurilln system, tim beginning of induS-l.r)' in the loc~IIIH;t)nt)my,Lnndowncrship WII$

purtieul,i1'ly llifficuh sillce t.he l\iexiellll GovcI'ument had g"anted huge holdingg w.il.1t litt.le dOelUlH:l1l.lItioll of
bOllnduries; till} two cultures ortlln disagtl:ed 011 Itow 1.0 adjudicatc (liffl;!'t~IH;(:s.

To scule at Icast some of the issues ['elating to land owm:l'ship, a slII'vey WilS (;lUHluctml in IU'I,7 of' tlu: PUt;blo
fl'{HlI l\fal'll.Ct Sll'eet to Eightlt Street and Julian south to need Street. 'I'host, wlto claimed IlwlIt:rship wcm givtlll
legal title; unclaimed lund sold for $50 U eity block (taffc)' 1992:5), Olher slIl'VllyS followed, some mOl'll IIceu['atc
thull Mllcl'!!, In 1850, Sm'vcyor TluJllIllS '\Vhite Ilxtended tllll city limits to enyoll: Gl'cckill the cast lIlId bqoml
Ihl1 Guadalupe HiveI' on till! west. Surveys wel'C only 1'lIl't of t1u: prohlem, AUHll'ielll1s believed the OplHl hlllds
gained hy the Trcnty of Hidalgo we.l'll publi!l llml available. To dchmlliue legal titl11 llndm' the Amcl'iel1n systelll
rl:quin:d Ihe US govcl'lIl1Hlll1 to establish the Califol'llill I.flllds Commission in 1.851; hut that [J1'O(alSS IH'OVlld
Icngthy and CXpllllSivc, with t.be COIlse'lllt:IWC thut land was nftlm forfeited. Within the Pueblti, tlw al.'ell bl,lwcen
Mm'kct Plmm !Hld tbtl Guadalupe was llOIlI.lIst.ed for muny yeMs ddaying development ill t.his al'!~a while
OWIIllfShiJl WllS dlltcrmined,

'rhe gold I'ush of 1848-49 brought U sudden influx of primarily Amcrien!Js t.o C'llif(II'uiil. People tHlHdlld food ami
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sel'\'ices Lhat wen: not illllllcdillldy avnilllbic. Til' bllSill's mCII ur SHII .Tu:;\) Il'li\lkly dr:l'c1opcd hOlels. salooJl~

Ihcntel's, lind tore' really ttl sell whalcvcl' the millCl'g needed. '0 prominclIl 1V1IS Ihe r.i, y 111111 it was selected till:
!'iI'SI. 5lnl' Capilol in 1850 and nllhollgh illustcd oJlly two yClIrs, lliis pru icled illCUlllil'e rut' VClllllore urban
lleveloplllclIl,

Olllsidl: lilc cit)' 11I'UI'CI', fal'lII ..• ()1'I:hard~ "illlly'lI·ds stnJ'lcd 10 fill The Valle)', How 'VI:I', 1111; stock or vines allli
ll'CCs did nOl significantly improv' uJllil13S1·.j:3 when Antonie Dclm:1fi lind tlwil Llllli~ Pellil:r illll'lIrled
!L1I1'up'all villes und sciolls Lhat eOllld Le gmftecll.o IIll} hnl'll)' nlission grape slock. Thc)' '1'1;1" l'olllHved by
EticlIlIC Thee :H1d Charles Lc Franc, who hy IU57, hnd forilled the AllII:ldcll VincyllL'lIs.

il'lwl~"lIcal.<:(1 populatioll .11lr.letl:c1 prinl'lr. nnd newspap I' to the area. Polilil,;;dly mOlivlIlCd, the S/fllu,JuUrllllf

in D/:cclIlbcl' UISO. and the Dnil)' Arg/ls in1U51, w 'reshorlli"cd: hO"":"I~I" an.Jo~c I"ould IICV')" a~lIilllJe

wilhoulloclllly prinletlIWI\' pOlpers (Arhudde 19f1'I·:397).

i\ lSubl1c chang> W;lS IICt:UI'I'ill~ in agl'icultlll'c wilh a switch f.'oll1 gl'lI:r.illg IlIucls In 1'IIIIIIell gmill riehlll, prilllilril)'
wlleill, filling tile villluy floOl', The (:collomy was (~h[\uging from enule-bilsed 1.1) WlwlIl and sensonal frcsh fruil.
Frllil orchards planted 'by the ~li8Ril)ll SlIpplied apples and peal's lo the rniners showing lilt: profil polenLiilllhal
cOllld be madc by I'uising fruit. By 1111~ 1Il1 or 18;')0 Sail Jose was hOllle tu Reveral I'rflfes, ion,t1urchanlists l1Ild
nlil'scrymcn illcludillg LOllis Pclliel', who upCllt:d City NUI'SCI'y Oil thc nOl'lheasl comcl' of Sail P(:dro and Chilbny;1
Alley in Hl50, .Jusl LO ycurs latel' IOG,OOO fruitll't:es thl'i cd ill the cOIIIII)' allLI156 000 grapu villes: orchanls
WCI'C planLcd illllll dircctions extellding I'mlll Lhf: r:ity (ArLueklc 1984:L55),

This carl>' pcrinel ends with lhe I;OlIIillb' uf lho railroad. The f'irsl linc was bClween San Frun(:i~l:1) aud San .Jose
opcned ill 1664, and in HIG9,the C'nlral Pacill lillll stnrtcd from Sail Josc to Niles, The tl'amcolltill>lllal
I'lIill'lIud thnl cnlllWIJtcJ Sallta Ciani Valley lo the l:aslCI'II stlltms 1111'-""'1:.1 aeccss 1'01' the 10 'HI ilgricliiture nlld
gUllIIR to he Rulli illtu tlw ",orltl Ii Inilrkets.

Gmpe gnl\ving fOllnd an inHanl IIIl1l'kel in Llie lall! 1870s, :11I11 inlo Lhc 13303 hecause willc \ as iu high demilnu
Hlld fruit thnt coultill/Jt: be tid <I, I' 'Il1nined 1I seasoual cOll1lllodity. "By the clld uf till: l:WO'g Sanla Clara
COli lit )' had 15,000 UCI'CS of villc lind '1·78 vil.it:lllllll·ists. ['Jl'tll!Ju:ing 2,500,000 gallllllfi. of' \viIH~ n year" (..\ruu 'kJc
L9INd7G). Most vineYHrds 'I'erll Icss Lhnn 100;1 'I'C~. Ol'chal'fls ~pI'endillg ill:lll dirccliolls 1'1(111\\'111:(1 :;111'111 WWlIS

wilh sCI'viel~s alld convclliences. Berr)'e sa ill thc Cllsl, The 'Vill\lws ill lhe wesl, 8111'011111;>:1 :llItll,\I,~ Gal os, "'crc all
ellllllcclcd b), fl'lIit orchards, The II1usl. po)'ular frllit "'a~ I.hl: :;nHlII French IH'un~ imporl'cd by 1.t)lIi~ ,11111 Pkn'l:
Pdlicl', known ns lhe "In Pcl.ilc Prllilc d',\gcn" 11 fruit th"t Wlllllci hi: in high rlelllalltl all OVlll' IIll: worltl and "row
1.0 bc n $'1.3,000,000 I!-ye[ll" indllstry ill Califurllia (ArlJlldde, 19131/.:1(3). Drying rruil. WlIS II relatively Ilatlll'al alit!
IlIw 1~1J1l1 (lrIlI,;CSI-\, LlIl il was sub,iect to wcather corllliliolls an Illol slIitabl\': 1'01' nlllYpc~ or fruit. Yet, 01' harlls
filled the "nlley nOllr "lid wcrc ellrried inlo Ihe fnot hills on 11U11t.l'lidcs. 'I'IIW a rtl I. Ill: end of the 1ll70's "an Jo:'!c
",ns the lOll' 'esl frnil :;hipping city ill the strite. The volunlC brought illllovation tilltl SOOn fl'llil ",n8 nOllhicd
oUI:sidc but ill d 'hydratoJ'S. The lal'goest wns at th~ Alden Fl'uitl111l1 \icgct abl' Pndcillg COlllpnllY whert: "1000
POIIIllIIl uf IIrllllc8 wcre ready ev I'Y 2/1 hour, By 1900 Ihe arca protlllc,ed ov:r hall' or all lh(: PI'IIIIC in the 'Ullc.

With ullilic pl'OlJI'lIls inh ','cnl ill Ih· frllil ulIsillCSS, incillding the' shippillg 1I111110pol)' hy the Southcl'lllJacilic
Hnilroad, the cilY listed largc sl:al· pac:kcns and shippcl' , ,I.K. AI'l1Isb)'. Ball'olll" Gurlhi' & ClIlII(lany (;1'iITill &
51 elly, enstle IlI'os" Chilton (~ Co" COZI. 'II foruil. CUIIlPlllIY, , CCrlrgc & C.F, Flelllillg, J,TI, Flickillgcl', Ccorb-'
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F'l'lInk & Co" Guggcnhimc & Go" 1\ & C, Halll, IInvcll & Co" George N, Hel'bert ,J.B, IlIIlcl'I'iedml & Co., Sant.a
Clllra Valley [i'ruit compall)' llnd WaITcn Dried Fruit Co, 'I'll{: ol'chanls and tJw paddllg COIllIHlllit!j l'tlluirtd lal'g.~

lHunlu)l'!; or workCl'S somC of whom rnoved to San Jose bUI mllny tl'Uvded to harvest ~md pack fruit each re(lI',
sOllllltimes living 011 tlllll'um:hcs OI'lldjllcelll to t1w l,acking com panics in ba('racks that. he.~arnl) '\:amps", The
flrsl I;thnill grOtl[1 Wlll'l; single ChineslJ lllen- SOl)ll; of whom worked to bllild the l'nilwlIds, LallOl' WIIS 1~l'itielll to
tlu: succcss of the imlustr)', 'rhe nIHllIdnncl.' of the (llThunls IlemUlHIr,d u IWW prlJl:ess to pn'scl've tlw fmit fOt,
slIle,

FOIHI pl'Occssing started in li'rlillcl: in the UI50's, HoweveI', hWlllly il WilS DI', James Dawson who invl:ntl:cl tht:
III'OCt:::;::; in his hom.J labol'ulol'y in 1871. The ubiHty 10 "elm" frllit HIllI v'~gelables IIwant ordHll'Ils and !'anus
could llxpmllL With suplll'b growing conditions lind laud 1'01' vast OI'dHll'ds. the cmllling industry gtcw quickly ill

San Jose. as did support imhl8ldes ofhox tUld basket making ~uld (:nll factol'ills, Companies f'OI'lIIt:d to
lllllllufaetul'e all types or e(l'liplllllnt to 8u1l110tt the joiut indu81.ries; on:hard sptayers, food processing IlHiehilllH'Y,
aud tmetQI'S nil wcre made in San Jose. Mergers or thl; smalh.)!' 01' s[Il,,;ializcd (;ompallh:s led 10 some of the lurgesl
COI'pol'ations. sllch as [,'lUG, that stnl'l.cd as Bcan Pump and Spruy Com pan)' merging wil h I\n<ll'I'son
Bal'llgl'ovel'llud Hull alld Cunningham. During the sume period, vineyards wete nlso boulllif'ulllud Paul Masson,
Pi!;I'I'elVlirassou llnd \YilIhun Welmcl' W(:!'I: all [It'oducing wimJs fWIll gl'upes grown 011 the hillsides around t.he
Valley, IllIlustries tendmllll locate along the l'lIilrlHllllilH~s Ihut llrossed the l1ity.

/\1:1 the agdeuhlll'ni l:f't)(lOmy grew so did urban tlcvdopuHmt, expmuling fmlll I"irst Sll'l!l~t 10 Second and, two
yelll's nl'lm' the Chinatown fite of 1837, n new Cit}' Hall WlIS (l(lIlstl'ucl.tld in tho Plaza, and in 1U9:~, a new POllt
Offic:l~ on MUl'kd Street. During till: W80's thrtJl: llnd four-story IWllk buildings WI:1'1l eonstructcd on all fOUl'

eOrlHll'S of Santa Ciani ntldFil'st stref!ts, During this time, bllSilwss llHlVlld south fl'om Santa Chll'a Street,
spuncd on by 1'.5. Montgomery who developed sl)Vtm,1 hugf' cit)' blo(;ks, Besidentinl blocks expanded in nil
dinJl;tions and were SOOli Ser\'llil by st1'elll. cars that carried the I'esidcllts loward tht, induslriallocations as well as
downtown,

As th,.; City expanded so did the infl'astmetum. By Hltn, decldeity, wus pl'ovided by slwet'al pdvate eompunies
operating fl'om diffct'ent 10cutioJls around the City. [n the same yelll' ,1.J, Owen, oWII<:r of IJw Sun Jose Mercu!')"
wus instl'llmental ill having a light tOWel' constructed [Illhe corncr of Mm'ket and Santa Chua slr'cets,Electric
an: lamll$ thllt had replaced the gas lamps W{:l'C replaced in 1912, with inclIlHlcsccllt lights on I.he downtowlI
stI'Cl.:ts, l~lcetrieity helped fuel tlw (mllucl'i~q IlIHllllllllllf'llellH,jng, uhlHllIgh slearn WlIS I.hll 11l'llllomillllllt powm'
sOUl'ce.

Dllvdopllttll1l coutinued I.hl'ougholll the Cit)', i\'[ost ol'thc Vlll:llllt lots W,lI'C filled with h01l8C8 or smalll:omnH:rclnl
lmilliings (luring the WHO's, TIll: Fhmsh:y propl:l'ly WiH! dividlHI ill IllB6, liS was (:oJlege Park off t.he Alllllwda
{(lllllWIJII hy the subdivision ufGmlcl'll1 Naghm'H I:StlllJ, ill 190211lld Hllnc:hett Park in 1907, Duriug lhis perillCl,
I.he eit)' lIIUlI::xed the Gllrdiner District,md till: City of Enst Snu .1051: ill 1911, and a YCI.Il' lat.cl' llll llllusu,d

anncxut.ioll was the 100 foot wide stl'ill or lalld along N. First Streel ltHlding 10 Alviso, a shipping port and
locatioll of food processing plants,

Thrill: 1ll'ojCl:ls that stul'l.cll in the 1920'g <Hill cIHIIJllet,:d by 19:~9, wm'u particularly illlIlIll'tant ill t.IHl dtwdOpJllI:lI1

of San Jose. The firsl was t.he CO!llH~(:tiOJl ot' Hayslu)/'(: Highway from N. Fit'st Street to Sun Francisco; tbe
second was Ihe formation of the SUlllu Clnru Vulley Water Consel'vulion Distl'i(:llo ulIcviate tim falling Invd i,f
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ground \VHt.l~I', and the selection and development or l\loffett Field IIS a military hasll, (or which Sun Jose
cllIBplligl1l1d hCllvily,

Populntion continuml to illlJrcnsc llnd thc nJl>idlJutinlllllvclopmcnl. 10 expand into the OI,dulnllll'ellS or infilllludl
as Ihc VClldollle Hotel silll on K, Fit'st Street. Annexation continued to exll)Ud thtJ Cit.y boulldal'ics; PHlm Hwvcn
in 1922, llnd the Swcktoll <\lId Whitt) di$ttkts ill 1924, Willow Glen iUCIH'pOl'alt]d in 1927 lind 1I1l11cxed to Sau
JOSI: in 1936, ,,'IlI'l!lllr outside till} City, tho (:ast hills were sllialividcd 1'01' honH:s and the fil'st airport was
t]CHlstl'IH:tl)d at 1919 Alum flock Homl. The first nUllli<:ipnlllirport was estllbUshcd U8 the Gardcn Cit)' Airport 011

Alum Hoc:l~ Avenue in 11)3't and moved to Tully Boad in 19:~9 by CI~I:i1 und Hubert Ht:iII who rlalilnH,d it Hdd
Hillview Ail'J)Ol't (Laffey 1992:9),

During the 1920's through Ihe 1940's tile fruit llnd vl~etable ell II IICl,j tIS dominlll.ed tht) economy of Sail Jose, Thll

need for sell$olH,llnbol' offc)I'cd employment. to WOlUen who worked in tIll] pllckillg houses Hnd Call1HJI,iml mul
children who picked ffuit, Adding to the lahor lorec were mignlnt worklws who tl'l1vclcd the slate us CfOJlS Wcl'll

l~ithOI' Illllllied 01' harvl!stetl. Camps or utilitarian cabills with ccl1tr~t1 bath houses lind COlUlllis8m'il~8 were
eOllstructed lit most eanncl'les llnd in tlll~ Ol,dlan} areas, In 194,2, tho Bl'HlllH'O program was instituted by
President Booscvclt to Ining Mexican workers to the orchards, fields and flallnCl'ies that had lost their workers to
the WWU Wul' effl)l't,

Part of the population .md job 151'0 \11 \.11 Wnil f.'om those who had served in the militlJl'y dudllg W\V{ lIlHl canw to
ntllmd college in the Valle)' using the G,I. Bill to hdp pay IlXllenses, At. Shmfonl Univcl'flily, Dr, FnJderil:k
'l'cnmm, a gifted professor had an exccpti.OlHil duss and was 1Ilrca{ly seeing some of his tit udents .'(mtlll'C in to
what would become the next ceonomic wavc; c1cetl'onit,s, and high h~ehnol(Jgy, Students Dtlvid Paekard and Bill
Hewlett invented test equipment ill 1939, and obtaim,d gOVCl'lIlIHmll,ontrrlcts to eontinue theil' worl< during tht)
Will' yem's. In 194·5, Ihey WCl'c wclll)(lsitioned lo lead those who fOl'llwd 01' worked fo('(:ompllilies thai wm-c tltll
foundation of Silicon VaHey Vm'ian SylvlInin, Phill,o-Fonl, GE lind LoeklJ('(]11.

Setting the sInge 1'01' I,eollo!llil; growth, tJII, GrclIlcr Sail Jose Area ChamlHll' of Commerce initiated a pllln ill
194:3, to aUmct now iflllusll'y llud business to Sun ,Joile.

DllrillgWWII sodnl changes oecUI'I'cd. \'\'omen who became pm't of the war-effort worJ~ force 01' in t1w canneries
wem tl1£:n lesl! content to sttl}' at hOlm:, Able t.o work outside thl~ homt] 01' to volllntcel' these WOIIHm made it very
dcsinlblc to luwe two em's in cnch family. This was not lost on tIll! Iwnw built!IJI's who included a Iwo car garage
with most homes aftm' 1945, Witll 1II0re ilUt,OlllObilcs itvailablt), comnll~rcial eenlel's wel'c no longel' tied to IhlJ hus
01' stl'eet cal' linc; thus the). 8pl'cad out. along all the mlljol' roads, At the sallIe time, dlllngc8 iu building sartHy
t:odes l'c11llired udditiolHiI exiting and olher HlI}(lilicatiollS 10 81:1:01111 11001' spaces (1rimal'ilyin tlw downtown,
Without tile gmu'antc<l of highel' I'cnts, many owncrs did not eone!;t thl: dcnl.,ilmt:ies so the IIppI'I' sltll'y spaces
IH)IJltme vacant,

AftCl' WWII, the populatioll of San Jose rose drallIuticlllly, At thc same tillle the agrit:lIltllral indullh'y W,lS in
dee/int: as meclwnization allowed gl'<lattw Hrodlletioll that Icafl to over 1)l'Oduclion nud the valuc of both lautI
and water made San Jose less lIttl'active to llgrkultlll'e. City leaders launched campaigns t.o ntll'!wl non·
ngl'icllltural industries mid hOUSl1 building led construction in the Valley, The post.-wllr community of 95,000 in
1950 heeame thc urban huh of 500,000 by 1975, while the nrea of the City gl'cw l't'om 17 slluHl'e Inilt~s to 120
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SqUIlI'C miles liS lund annexed I(H' housing tl'aets, (:lJlIHIICI'llilll ccnlers lIud industrial complcxc8 l'l!pl;lel~d orchards.
The wOl'k of the Gl'CatlH' San Jose Area Chambcl' of CIHumct'(:ll and a I'C(;cIHivc govcrnment structure resulter/ in
a'l5 II{:W imlusu'ial mId busincsses locating in SlIn JOSll bctwcen 19r1J llUll 1960 (Polk 1960:l:J), Illany on fOl'llllH'

on:hanl land along transportation corridors,

The Migrant WOl'kcr Cabins at HiSl()J:y Park, SUIl JOSll

Justificatioll £01' Histol'ic Lamlmnrl. Designution

Ordinance # 17927 of Ihl} Cit)' of San Jose sets forth the pm'lloso mul critcl'ill for Msigullting IH"Itoric LUlulnulI'ks,
Following hclow~ I.he Migl'llllt Worlwr Cubins lire clllUl'lll'ml to tlte critCl'ia whicll nl'eshown ill itlllic!l,

I, ldentilieu.ion or <',5sIJdati.Qrt wi,II pl)rs(JtI,~, l)ms II" C'!l!nt.~ thll' IWOl: wn'ri/lll/(111 ro locn/, (ltg/mwl, s'rlle 0,. TWlimwl
/tiSIOI)', Iwdluge 01' clIl'lIl'e ill. (I tlistinclil!(!, .~igtlific(f(rt 0/' impor/(1lI1 WIl)';

Tho m.igranl. work!!!'s cabills arc nssodatcd with tlte agricultural industry HUll WI]!> thc lending economy of
tIll} SllUtll Cillm Yullcy ulIII Sun Jose for between th,) yem's, I1J70-1945. Tho gl'owtlt of the local Ilgl'iculwl'Ili
ilHlustry (orchlll'ds, farms llnd CIUlllcl'ilJS) demanded a labor force, during tllll hlll'VllSt and IU'csCI'ving scasoll
that W,(S mu(;!l lat'gl)J' tluul thc al'ca could SUppQl't yClll' t'IHl'HI. To Ill'ovidl) for tbesu workl)rs, companies hil'l~d

migmnt workers and providlJd housing for a reliable workforce by consU'ul;t{lt! small housl)';; 011 thdl' pl'cmiscs
or close hy, Thl) cllc,uufnllcnts illclud(:d thl) smull houses, shower nnd Inundl')' buildi'lgs and ortenll mmll'al

gnthel'ing nrea 111\ BOlfU)times u kitehen. At tlH~ turn of the mmlury, Lite \VOI'ktll'S Wfll'H othm Chinese 'prillllt"i1y
singll\ men workers without 1',lmililJ8, TIUlt dlllnge(J oVc,' a few yem's to include I'llI'm worlwl's who wel'l'

multi-ethnic often traveling thmughont the t!Olllltry following Ih[) erop eycles, DUl'illg tlill 19:10's Ilepn\sl!ioll,
cmigrullt workers purticlliurly Mexican WOr!tcl'S wem roturll{~d 10 Moxico SQ even the mcager farm worklJl'
jobs wonld be nvailable for Americl\lls dudng trw Grcllt Depl'()ssion. Mau)' of thesc peoplt: were 'hUll states
expel'ilmning 11111 "Dust Bowl" tll'ulIght (~I}lHljlions anti known as "Oldes", 'l'empol'ul')' hOllsing cndavlls

fH'ovid,;d a mcngol' hOllse to lhe workel's find their families who c,IIIW 1'01' the SC1l801l, and it allowed the
owners control over t.11ll work fl)l'cl~. In Inuny I;USI):; lhe cllti!'e family (1\'1:1' ~lge 12, wOI'kcd 1'01' the owncr in "Jill

fields or canllcl'ica. In 191~2. as tho wal' efrOl'ts required more labol' and thl~ BI'UCI)I'O Progl'am - guest workers
uuthol'il':cd to COnte fl'o,nMexico for spl)cific agl'icuhlH'al work. was initiated by President RooslJvelt, The
Mexi(,an guest WO..r'fH'S were guamul.ccd a stulIriard wage, food, housing ,lIId medical (~arC, The pl'ogram
extended past the wm' years umilI964" by which time th{: guU!'alltcc!! of wnges, food. ltealt.h l:un) (1I1d
hOllsing had significantly diminishl:d, At the conclusion of the lonnal program mllll), fumHiI~s rcmaincd in
the United SUltl):'! as illegal i'llmignmts. Till! migmllt workcl' cabins Ill'll lls80einhal wit.h thll "Horticultural
and Inter-Will' "cms importunt economic periods (1810.j 919 l~ 1919-1(45) III San .JlJSI~.

'l'he migrant wOl'ker clIbins are directly associated with t.he lIlulti-IJtllllilJ migration of seasonal workers into
the SUllta (:lul'll Valley, d nring a 50 j'1HIl' period whnn thH I~<:onomy was lead by agricuhure and t'<JOd
processing and that hud gl'cat significance in localuud statl) history,

2, Irll1llt~ril:tlli(JIl liS, or associfllion witft, (t distiuclive, Sigllifiwll' (Ir il1lJ111f'lfml wOfh o( [!()str'ge;
l.f. OJ (HI llrcliilc('tllml st;j'!c, des!gn Qf mel/lOll of colIstrm;ti<Jf!;

The} migt'mtt workm' cahillslu'(J a Ilw!lest stylI), IItilital'iall in design t.hut. could bu quickly u;llVed II:; the nlJlld

[truse. \'Vltile not :lrl.i8ti(1 01' (1\llllY, this design is distinctive and significant in reprcsnnLing a spcdfic: tYI'c of'
design 1'01' migrant worker housing, Thnre are vllr}" few (If th(ISll small huildings left in SlIutE! Clara Coullt.y
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nnd these ul'pear to be tlw oilly olles in Sail .I0i'<f~_

, .'

" ~.,

PhologrUI)h # 1 Four of lll· wurleers cullins al HisloryPark. \Voot! 'II 51.(:p3 (rclIlu" 't!) aC('I~ss the Lluol',

Phologru ph I.lIken in AI'ril 20 I0 llflel' the building were l'e1oen Icd lo till': lI['pcr 'lI'IlOl al II iSlor)' Pari"

h. Ola r/ltlslm' tlrchilect, (miMel', III'I,:SI or cmjislI/(ll/; Docs nol HPIIly
c, OJllip,h (I/'/is/ie I/Iel'i/- Dues IInl apply
d. Tile 10/1I(i/yo!w!licli cOJIII'I'isIJS 1I dis/illc/,;'Vff sigllUiwll1 or i",porWI//IC;ol'h ofucstiJje IV/mse colllillment PHI'IS

11I11:>' "lcI~ tfw SUI/Il) tlrtrilmlflSj Docs lIol apply
c. That 1/(1 .yielded or is SlIost(f/l/iaLly Ii/wi)' /1' )'ielrl ;,njill'lllcltion oj' 1'llft/c (lboll/ Iris/ory, arc"ilecIUrtJ, f:ngl:neel'iflg

cu(/ure Qr Iws,he/':I;s, or ,/1.1I/, provide' for e,ri '/illg (I I/(/ ./irrtll'c gell emlio/I ' 11/1 e:w/IIp!c o.f /he ph. -:;icl/(
surruulldillg,~ in wlrich perst g/jILCrrl/i(JII.~ liIJe(/ or worked;

TIIU ~mlll' oJmjrtrunt worJ< 'I' l~ilbillR all.hough rclot~Hlcd ill -on/ur-Io JlI' 'S'I'VC t.he1ll, r 'lai] IIw
distill 'live relatiollships or the dose 11I'o .... illJity of thl~ Migil1l1l scuill~ which f.(1I'cs tho. 'rOl fI imporl alii
\,.dul: to COllllllulJical' lhe history f mig"llnt ,,,ol'kcr hOtl1,illg. 1:111.111'4: gl:lIlll'aliow' will Iw\'e the
OPPol'tllllity to IlndCI'~lnlJd the livillg lyle of tile migranl workers by I'rescrvillg these smalllHlilding',
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E:wh ethnic group had spedfil; (U(:Ol' thllt was bl'ought to tlH~ st<HlIl:ll'd cahin, and I.his is "j:plkatcd in t.lw
four cabins at Hist.ory Park.

f. Thejlfctor ofofl,e (lfrJ/le docs 11M lIecc.~,mrily COl/fa (f '~l'eci(lllr;sloriclll,(II'·c!litei'lumf elllillm' UI~sl"(tic or
Img;'neerillg sigllificlmclJ, ,wllll! or illle"f!,~t UPOII (f ,Hrucllll'/l or SI:'!!, bul it may ItUI1IJ such ejJm:t ij'a morc

fUslil/clive, significlUlI or illl[wrlaul c:wmple tllereof rIO longer e:rists,

The migl'ant wol'l<'(l!' cabins at Histol'Y Pm,l. m'c extl'lmIcI), importllnt to t.he hl:I'iUtgl~ of San Jose. It is
likelylhey <11'0 Ihl: ollly residcntial buildings nssoduted with the rnigrnllt. workCi"1l expc!'itHlcc that
rcmain in Sail .JOSI~. 1'hl:h' (;onstruction is csliInutl.:d al 1905 for one and up to 1920 for the l'csl,

1" (ultli'r:ml ta lIt£! nllllt'll, tlte IIisroric ['Imilmol'lts Commissiorl may cOlIsi(le" (varinthlll.s ofIlw crilel'iai:
1. Its cfHlractcr, itWlf(JSI of l'llllle liS p"rl (~f lite Im)"I, regil/lUlI, slolfl or nrtlitJIwlltistiJI)', IIcrilllge 01' clIllure;

As st<\t(:d ,lbo\'c migrant workCl's Wlll'(l m;sclltiai to tho growth and success of Ih(; f,'uil Indll8\1')" in Santa
Chu'u County, 'l'lte cabins a1'e of gl'l:llt significance in defining the: living condilions of tim mignlllt
WOl'k(;1'8 during more than .50 )'(:aI'8in local history.

2, lIs lo{'ulivn ",~ (/ Sill! o.fsigllificontltistl1ric (wenl; Does lIot IIpply
3. Its Mell/ilimlilm with l( persoll or [Iel'sorts wlw s/'gtlijtcltlll~}'cOJllI'i/mtmll(J tlte lowl, l'egifHwl, .SWIII IJI' I!rtlimllll
('u(lll,.e IJI' MSIO!')':

The migrnnt wOI·kef' cabins 11l'1~ Ilit'ccll)' associated with diffct'I~lltethnic gl'oups of people who wel'e
significant as u group of people for their conll'ihution to lim fl'l.lil and Ilres(ll'ving industry in Santa Clam
County and Sun .Jose. Were it nol for the migrunl worl<m's t:ontt'ibution of' labm', the industr)' would not
have gnillcd the intcrnational impOl'llllll;C it achieved [)I'ior to WWII.

{~. Its e;ccmplij1clflioll oj'lte culturnl, cC!Jllomic, s(/cinlor !lislori,: luwilage IJlthe Ci~y oj'Stln .Jose;

Although these buildings w(...·c consll'uctt!d outsidc of San .rOSt:, they wc!'c moved to the Sukllyue Ila noll
lIuIt wns 1IIHlt:XI:d into Snll.lose, Buildings likl; these mignlllt wor!{(!1' eahius WllrC pan of San Jose's
11collomic hcl'itage, existing on the grounds !If most (:muleries Hnd rntlt I'mll:hes in Sau Jose, Thl: SunhOfll
Mups show llligmni wl.lrker cabins at camu11'ics IlwlHlghollt the c11.y.

5. I t,~ Imrtrt~y(/llJf lite e,w;mllmellt I~r rl group ofpllOplll ill (Ill err. oj' ltis/QI)' t:lwmclerized ~y It cliSI;'n~lilJe tlrcltilcl:lurtll
sl;ylc;

The lIIigl'mll \VOl'kcf cabins depict the IHsthwtive architecture of t hll rcsil/cnllal fmvil'Onmcnt 01' workers
housing wilh ~ICt:ent.$ 1't-<1II1 Chinll, ,Jupan,rtlexic;o ,hal}' lind various othcr old world t;Ollltliell liS \\'ell as
othcl' states dUl'illg tht;HlJrticultuf..t1 EI'U lind into the Int.el'·W"lr Era,

6. lI.$ embodime/If IJfdistill{l,uishir'!5 clwnf('t/lr;'slics (If fIJI, ttrcliilr.clUml type (}/' spedmeu;

The migmnt WOI"ket' cabiu is II bas ie, utilitarian lIn:hitectlll'al type of building thaI was found iu lIIany
IOI.lutiuus during I.lm stlttlcnlfmt and devdoplllcnt ofSau Jose, Santu Clam County and (;alifornill, Tlw
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d'ficient and c(:onomic,t! fOftIl was (llH,tieulal'ly well suited lIlId rcfillt~d to lw(:olllc migl'l\Ht WOI'kCl' IWlIsiug
when grouped with cClltl'ul suI' pod rU{liliti(~8,

7. 1/.'1 itlcrltijfcmilH! H.~ tllEl wad. 0.1'111I rlrefdtccl or "wslel' builder wlwse illrliL'itllllll work IW$ il~fllwllce(1 Jlw
del!f1lopmelllJ I/ul City oJ 8(m Jose;

Does not apply

8. its (!mbQdiment ojeltmwllts 0frtrdu:'llctural III' ellgimHlfit.{! design, dc/nil, I/I.rl/erillls (11' Cfi{/lsmrlllsllip which
I'CpI'CtWll/,5 (/ sigllificwlI (It'd/ilee/w'ilt imllwmioll or wlde/. is IHli'lILt!.

Docs not "ppl)',

SIlI\ Jose Historic Landmarks Commission's Evalulltiun fuj' Signifj(~l1llcI~ t~8tuhIi8Jw$ thll foUowing leve]s of
siguilkaJl(;c:

:3:3-+ POl(mtial Histol'itl RcsoUl'cc (evalull.te I'm' possiblil status as a Cily Lamlmul'k/Cill Begistl!1'
resource)

0-32- Non-significant. resource

The buildings 1'1Itcd 1111 adjusted totals of:

Subtotal 01'66 points

AdjuSh:d total of 98 l,oin Is

The rnigl'ant workcl' cnbins Ilre the physieal representation of housing I'm' wot'kcrs aSHoeilllml wilh Ih(~ fm!t illdul5tl'y
in San .JO!lC, Santa Clm'lI County aud Iho immediate lm:a. The smull buildings npp(~m' to be t Ill: only \'csidcntinl
hui/dings that fCltH,in from this erll when tlllll'l' were hundl'clls, if not thousands of lIlem in Sun JOSI1 01' illl dos!)
proximity, The buildings lire likely the lllst physical vestiges of yem's of migl'lllli workers cOIHl'ibutillg tc> the growl h
01' tlw fruit indush')' in the Sun Jose l\rea, The buildings lire of' I1w high(~stilllr)ol't<Hli)(: ill the Iwl'itngc of San JmH:
nnd Wlll'I'lml. being dcsigllHtcd Sun JOS6 Histol'ic LUlHhtHlrks,

SOUl'eGa Consuhl)d:

LIST OF SOURCES CONSULTED

Unpublished:

Archives & Architecture, Laffey, Glory Anne, Historical and ArchUectural Evaluation for the Sakauye
Property, 2341/2343 North First Street, City of San Jose County ofSanta Clara, June 6, 1996

Sanborn Map Company, Fire lnstmmce Maps ofScm Jose Califomitl; 1884,' 1889; 1915, 1915 updated to
1930, 1915 updated to 1950, 1915 updated to 1961
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Thomas Brothers Block Map Books

Published Works: History;

Arbucl<le, C., Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose, Smith McKay, San Jose, 1985

Blelharz, E. and D. DeMers, San Jose California's First City, California Heritage Press, 1980

Douglas, Jack, Historical Footnotes of Santa Clara Valley, San Jose Historical Museum Association, San
Jose, 1993,

Douglas, Jack, Historical Highlights of Santa Clara Valley, History San Jose, San Jose 2005

Fenslaw, Robin, "The Migrant Experience", American Folk Life Center, Library of Congress, April 6, 1998

Hines, Sarah, "Americas Last Guest Worker Program, A system designed for Maximun Explotation, TIle
Bracero Program 1942-1964", CounterPunch, April 21,2006

Jacobson, Y. Passing Farms Enduring Values-California's Santa Clara Valley, W. Kaufmann, Los Altos,
CA 1984

Los Braceros, hltp://www.farmwotkers.org/benglish.htmI

McAlester, V & L. A Field Guide 10 American Houses, A. Knopf, New York,1985

Payne, S. Sant~ Clara County, Harvest of Change, Windsor Publications, Northridge CA 1987

San Jose Mercury, Sunshine Fruit and Flowers, A Souvenir of the San Jose Mercury, 1885, San Jose
Mercury Publishing and Printing Co., 1895

San Jose Mercury, Sunshine Fruit and Flowers, A Souvenir of the San Jose Mercury, 1886, San Jose
Mercury Publishing and Printing Co., 1896

Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, Santa Clara County Heritage Resource Inventory.
SanJose,CA,1979page

Sawyer, Eugene T., History of Santa Clara County, Historic Records Company, Los Angles CA 1922

Rifl<ind, C. A Field Guide to American Architecture. Times Mirror, New York 1980

Thomson & West, 1876 Historical Atlas of Santa Clara Co. California. (reprint) Smith Mcl<ay, San Jose,
1973

Whiffin, Marcus, American Architecture Since 1780, A Guide To
Styles, M.I.T.Press, Cambridge Mass. 1981
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Repositories Consulted

Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Libl'ary, San Jose Main Librar}', California Room.
Santa Clara County Recorder's Office, Official Records and Deeds

History San Jose, Archives
The National Museum of American History, Behring Center (On line)
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Photographs:

Photograph # 2 Migrant worker cabin, History Parl< San Jose
View: Rehabilitation is progressing.
Photograph date: May 2010
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Photograph ff 3 Migrant worker cabins, History Parl< San Jose
View: Cabin with accessible ramp to alloVJ viewing through the windows into the cabins (cabins are not open
to the pUblic)
Photograph date: August 15,2010
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