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Date
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PURCHASE OF OFFICE FURNITURE FOR THE WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL PLANT

RECOMMENDATION

Award the purchase of office furniture to Western Contract Interiors (San Jose, CA) for a total
amount not to exceed $298,477, including delivery, assembly, installation and all applicable
sales taxes, based upon a previously awarded bid that contained additional quantity pricing, and
authorize the Director of Finance to:

Execute purchase orders as required to meet the Environmental Services Department
Water Pollution Control Plant’s (Plant) timeline for staff relocation to the Environmental
Services Building located at 4245 Zanker Road; and

2. Approve a contingency in the amount of $29,848 for any unforeseen changes or
requirements.

OUTCOME

Furnish the Plant with free-standing and systems (modular) furniture for staff.

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Services Building (ESB) is a 38,000 square-foot, two-story office building
with an attached single story laboratory located at 4245 Zanker Road within the San Jose/Santa
Clara Water Pollution Control Plant. The ESB’s original construction was completed and the
building occupied in 1994. In 2001, water intrusion and the possibility of mold growth resulted
in the office portion of the building being vacated. In 2007 Allana Buick & Bers, Inc. (ABB)
was retained to provide architectural and engineering services to investigate sources of water
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infiltration into the building and identify the extent of microbial activity, and to provide a clean
and watertight restored building with a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Silver certification. In 2008 Zolman Construction & Development, Inc. was awarded the
Construction contract to complete the restoration phase of the ESB. The restora.~!on is due to be
completed in November 2009. The furniture that was removed from the building in 2001 has
been redeployed in various locations throughout the Plant and is not available for re-installation.

ANALYSIS

On April 24, 2009, the Finance Department released a Request for Bid (RFB) to parchase office
furniture for the new Police Substation. The RFB included the option to purchase additional
quantities at the same bid price through September 30, 2010. The purchase order.was awarded to
Western Contract Interiors as the lowest responsive bidder, in the amount of $909,702 per the
Director of Finance’s authority under Council Resolution #64240.

On September 22, 2009 (item 2.5), the City Council approved the purchase of office furniture in
the amount of $384,150 for the Airport by leveraging the Police Substation bid prMng.
Similarly, Staff has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to take advantage of the
provision to purchase additional quantities at the same bid price that was based on a significantly
larger quantity of furniture.

This recommended amount of $298,477 will include furniture for nine private off~.,es, 60
workstations with all accessories and the additional purchase of free standing furniture which
includes 80 shelves and furniture for a lab area housing ten people.

This purchase is subject to the Prevailing Wage policy. The Contractor has agreed that with
respect to the Plant purchase, they will comply with the applicable wage requirem~,nt which will
be incorporated in the Purchase Order.

Green Vision: The purchase of Hermann Miller furniture does not directly affect the City’s
Green Vision Goals. Nevertheless, the purchase of Hermann Miller furniture is considered to be
a "green" purchase because of the company’s positive impact to the environment by reducing
waste and encouraging sustainability. Since the 1950’s one of Hermann Miller’s corporate
values has been to be "a good corporate neighbor by being a good steward of the environment."
As a result, they have earned the title of"Green Patriot." Many of their products are designed to
be ecologically sound, and many are good examples of eco-design techniques for achieving
sustainability include saving materials, energy efficient manufacturing, recycle content, and
recyclable content, including design for disassembly.
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EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

This memorandum will not require any further follow-up from staff.

POLICY ALTERNATIVES

Not applicable.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to 2; 1 million or
greater; (Required: Website Posting)

Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implicati.~ns for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-
mail and Website Posting)

Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, prog.’-:ams, staffing
thatmay have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council
or a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website
Posting, Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

This item does not meet the Criteria above, but this Council Memorandum will b~: posted on the
November 17, 2009 Council Agenda.

COORDINATION

This memorandum has been coordinated with the Environmental Services Department, City
Manager’s Budget Office, Office of Equality Assurance, and the City Attorney’s Office. This
item is scheduled to be heard at the November 12, 2009 Treatment Plant Advisory Committee
(TPAC) meeting.

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT

This action is consistent with the following General Budget Principles "We must ~bcus on
protecting our vital core city services for both the short- and long-term".

COST SUMMARY/IMPLICATIONS

Not Applicable.
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BUDGET REFERENCE

The table below identifies the fund and appropriation proposed to fund the agreement
recommended as part of this memo.

2009-2010 Last Budget
Adopted Action

Amt. for Capital (Date; Ord.
Fund #Appn # Appn. Name Total Appn Contract Budget Page No.)

Environmental
512 6507 Services Building$1,966,000 $298,477 VI-144 6/23/2009,

Repair
28593

Not a project.

Finance

For questions please contact Mark Giovannetti, Purchasing Officer (408) 535-7052.




