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APproved~ Date

RECOMMENDATION

Council District: 6
SNI Area: Burbank/Del Monte

Approval of an amendment to the Buena Vista Park Master Plan for its proposed expansion.

OUTCOME

Approval of the Buena Vista Master Plan Amendment will enable staff to implement the
expansion of the park.

BACKGROUND

Buena Vista Park is a small (lI8-acre in size) neighborhood park located in District 6, within the
Burbank/Del Monte Neighborhood Improvement Area. It is in the middle of a residential
neighborhood bounded by 1-280 to the south; Leigh Avenue to the east; San Carlos Street to the
north; and Meridian Avenue to the west (see attached map). Because of its small size, the park
can only accommodate a small playground, a few benches and a small open grass area. It was
developed in 2003.

Over the past several years, staffhas continued to pursue opportunities to expand this park in
order to address the need for parkland within the Burbank/Del Monte community. Staff worked
cooperatively with members of this community in the shared vision to develop parks and open
space. The implementation of this vision, however, met several challenges because vacant land
for parks in this area is extremely limited due to the extensive developments.

In spring 2008, the property at 495 Mayellen Avenue, adjacent to Buena Vista Park, was placed
on the market for sale by the owners. This 6,700-square foot property has frontage on Mayellen
Avenue and Scott Street, is vacant and is ideal for park development. The City took the



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
02-17-09
Subject: Buena Vista Park Expansion Master Plan
Page 2

opportunity to buy this property for the expansion of Buena Vista Park. The development of this
parcel will double the size of Buena Vista Park. The members of the BurbanklDel Monte
Neighborhood SNI Area as well as the Buena Vista Park Neighborhood Association were highly
supportive of this action.

ANALYSIS

The expansion of Buena Vista Park is consistent with the long term strategies of the City's
Greenprint for Parks and Community Facilities and Programs, which calls for the development
of a chain ofneighborhood park facilities in Council District 6. Proposed new amenities will
include an open grass area for basic recreational activities, a decomposed granite walkway,
benches, a picnic table, and perimeter fencing. These amenities were developed in consultation
with the community members. Alternatives to natural grass, such as artificial turf, will be
evaluated during the design of the park to minimize maintenance impacts on the project.

There are currently two neighborhood-serving parks within three-quarters of a mile: O'Connor
Park and the original Buena Vista Park. Sherman Oaks Community Center is located
approximately three-quarters of a mile to the south. The expansion ofBuena Vista Park will help
augment park needs at this underserved area of District 6. This neighborhood is comprised
predominantly of single family homes, with moderate to high density apartments and
commercial/retail uses along San Carlos Street.

At a community meeting on September 30, 2008, the community endorsed staffs recommended
concept plan for the park expansion. It was then presented to the Parks and Recreation
Commission for review on December 3,2008, and the Commission recommended Council
approval in January 2009.

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

Approval of the Buena Vista Park Expansion Master Plan will enable staff to proceed with the
design and construction ofthe proposed expansion. Once approved, a project budget, funding
plan and associated operating and budget impacts will be developed and recommended to the
City Council for approval. Staff will provide a supplemental memorandum with a bid summary
and analysis after bids for the construction contract are received. If the Expansion Master Plan is
not approved, staff will address Council comments and directives and report back to Council at a
later date.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

o Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use ofpublic funds equal to $1 million or greater.
(Required: Website Posting)
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o Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E
mail and Website Posting)

o Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Councilor
a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

This project does not meet any of the above criteria. This memorandum will be posted on the
City's Internet website for the March 10,2009 Council meeting.

Staff initiated a public outreach process and worked with affected community members and
neighborhood groups in developing the concept plan for the park expansion. Staffheld
community meetings on August 6, 2008 and on September 30, 2008 to solicit community input
and feedback regarding design concepts and ideas. At the community meeting in September
2008, the community soundly endorsed staffs recommended concept design. This follows the
standard community outreach process for capital projects, including master plan developments.

COORDINATION

This memorandum has been coordinated with the City Attorney's Office, the City Manager's
Budget Office, and the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement.

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT

This project is consistent with the Council-approved Budget Strategy Economic Recovery
section in that it will spur construction spending in our local economy. The increased annual
General Fund operations and maintenance costs for this project are estimated to be $10,000. This
funding was not included in the 2010-2014 Preliminary General Fund Forecast, released on
November 20, 2008.

CEQA

Exempt, PP08-266.

ALBERT BALA 0
Director of Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Services

For questions, please contact Matt Cano, Division Manager, at (408) 535-3580.
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