
CITYOF~
SAN]OSE
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND
CITY COUNCIL

SUBJECT: ELECTIONS COMMISSION
INTERVIEWS

RECOMMENDATION

COUNCIL AGENDA: 1-20-09
ITEM: 3.'2-

Memorandum
FROM: Lee Price, MMC

City Clerk

DATE: 1-6-09

Interview two (2) applicants and consider two appointments to serve unexpired terms ending
March 1, 2013.

BACKGROUND

There are two vacancies on the Elections Commission. The two vacant seats are for a citizen-at
large representative. The Office of the City Clerk conducted an open recruitment and two (2)
applications were received.

Michael A. Smith is currently a member of the Elections Commission and his term will expire on
March 1,2009. Unfortunately, Mr. Smith will not be able to attend the interview due to a
previously scheduled trip, but is interested in re-appointment. At the January 14,2009, Elections
Commission meeting, the Commission is expected to authorize the Chair to submit a letter to
Council recommending reappointment of Mr. Smith. The letter will be distributed after the
Elections Commission meeting next week.

The second applicant, Erica Cosgrove, is available and will be present at the interview.

The applications, City Attorney's Review, Code Enforcement's review, and the Notice of
Vacancy are attached.

ANALYSIS

After the interviews, the Council may appoint two (2) applicants to serve. A successful applicant
must receive, at minimum, a two-thirds vote (8) of the Council to be appointed to serve on the
Elections Commission.
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PUBLIC OUTREACH

The Notice of Vacancy was posted in October 24,2008 and sent to over 400 community groups,
agencies, chambers of commerce, associations and organizations. Additionally, the Notice was
posted on the website and Council Offices also assisted with getting the word out to the
citizemy.

COORDINATION

This item was coordinated with the City Attorney and Code Enforcemit?

\\~ % \
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LEE PRICE,MMC
CITY CLERK

Attachments: 1) Applications
2) City Attorney's Review
4) Code Enforcement Violation Review
5) Notice of Vacancy



CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA HECEIVED
APPLICATION FOR San JQse Ci~J Clerk

SAN JOSE ELECTIONS COMMISSION
limS t,mv 11 P I: t l:

MEMBERS OF SAN JOSE ELECTIONS COMMISSION MUST BE RESIDENTS OF SAN
JOSE. PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT iN BLACK iNK. FACSIMILE APPLICATIONS CANNOT
BE ACCEPTED. Submit original application to the Office of the City Clerk,
200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, California, 95113, Telephone
(408) 535-1260. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages. Applications
are valid for one year from the date of application and are pUblic record.

Are you a resident
of San Jose?

·Y~.s.:

Length of
Residency

31 years

Council
District No.

6

Name
(last, first, middle)

Smith, Michael A.
Address

Present Employer (Name/Address) .

Retired from General Electric Co.

". ,f,

Current Employer of Spouse (Name/Address)
Retired from San Jose State University

Home Phone No:

Work Phone No.

Sah Jose, CA Zip

Job Title/Description of Duties:

Retired Engineering Manager

"

Spouse'sJ9b Title/Description of Duties:
Professor Emerita

--
College, Professional, Vocational or Major Subject Dates Attended Degree & Date
Other Schools Attended

University of Cincinnati Aerospace Engineering 1969-1975 MS, June 1975

Carnegie Mellon University Mechanical Engineering 1964-1968 BS, June 1968

List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic or charitable organization including the dates:

Commissioner, San Jose Elections Commission, March 2007 - present (Vice Chair, March 2008 - present)
Member, Caltrain CEMOF Monitoring Committee, February 2006 - present (Chair, January 2007 - present)
Commissioner, Santa Clara County Juvenile Justice Commission, February 2006 - September 2008 (Vice Chair,
I July 2007 - September 2008)
Foreperson, 2004-2005 Santa Clara County Civil Grand Jury (July 2004 - June 2005)
Member, 2002-2003 Santa Clara County Civil Grand Jury (JUly 2002 - June 2003)

_~,-,-,-----__I o.PROJEACT"
Languages spoken:

English

"Z';lIe~srtlj



Special Awards or Recognitions Received:

Please state why you want. to become a member of this Commission including specific objectives which you would work toward
as a member. Please indicate any familiarity or experience you may have with campaign laws. ,

I am currently a member of the San Jose Elections CommissiOn, having previously been appointed to complete an
unexpired term, and am applying for reappointment. I feel that the work of the Elections Commission in the areas
of election campaigns and government ethics is critical in assuring fair elections and continuing public confidence .
in the honesty and integrity of City government. Ethical behavior, honesty and integrity in government are very
important to me, as indicated in the work done during my two terms on the Santa Clara County Civil Grand Jury
and my partial term on the Elections Commission. I feel that I can continue to make a stroN!, effective contribution
to the work of the Elections Commission, and would be greatly honored to be reappointed.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect your
financial interests, including sources of income, interests in real property or investments. In addition, if appointed, you
may be required to fill out a disclosure statement which identifies certain of your financial interests beginning with the
immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Based on your best judgement, does this Commission make
decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real property or investments of you or your spouse? If yes, please
explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations or entities by which you are employed or associated
that might be affected by decisions of this Commission, and the positions you hold.

No Conflict of Interest

_. -- --
Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in reviewing your application.

I am an active member of the Elections Commission. I was elected Vice Chair in March 2008
and have served on a number of Commission subcommittees appointed to address Council
referrals and other activities. lam very conscious of the obligation to assure fair, just and
timely resolution of complaints presented to the Commission, and have been able to work
very effectively with other Commissioners and with City staff.

SANJOSE REFERENCES:

Name Ms. Gloria Chacon

Address ~

Name Mr. Fred de Funiak

Address

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

SOCIO·DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION: (OPTIONAL)

Phone No. (

Phone No. C·

DATE SIGNED

Male IZI Female 0 18-35 ICJ 36-45 CI 46-55 ILl 56-65 !lJ 65+ ILl
Disability: Yes 0 No fl] Any special needs during interview process? Yes 0 No IZI
Racial/Ethnic Identification: G l..-\ c..",J\c::..v",-------'-------------------
Sexual Orientation ---'-- _

8/2005



CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
APPLICATION FOR FiECEIVED

SAN JOSE ELECTIONS' COMM~'SI~.w City Clerk

MEM,BERS OF SAN JOSE ELECTIONS COMMISSION MUST !iOOf1I.MJ\D~S Pf ~"h 2
JOSE. PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT iN BLACK INK. FACSIMILE APPLICATION'S CANN'Ot'
BE ACCEPTED. Submit original application to the Office of the City Clerk,
200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, California, 95113, Telephone
(408) 535-1260. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages. Applications
are valid for one year from the date of application and are public record.

Are you a resident y
of San Jose? t:..-S

Length of
Residency '-~ y~o,"-S

Council
District No. '1

Name • r: ~ I
(last, first, middle) COS<j'('OV~) C. rf.v.::.. u I I

Address

Current Employer of Spouse (Name/Address)

"'1.Q...+.!;i'( j 1-,05 GC\-l-os I C-}\

Home Phone No.

Work Phone No,

San Jose, CA Zip CJ 51 d-J~

Job Title/D'escription of Duties: Consu\ ~-(t, n+ I
R~:;~.t\y-t.~>'L.Y ~ Qe.:::;~"\0h r:t ~(,i+Q.,

Cd.S Q.. s-I-<.;,1 !'Q.S () f ';.. 0/ \,)>> \ i(, yl;)he\.1 ,',;;>s UQS

f<y(' -t~ mo.S+:'I.J·'~J ?1O.lC{((\'l'fl, . "

v.,.Q,'S,.e.r,,: CJh f W7','+tt. (\0 C\ h!!.'1 f1'\ 0 ..e:x:u:{Y', S
+-<'::>'C 4-r~ \1\., Pi., y..... ~ $\ -i"'Q, 'fll ...

College, Professional, Vocational or
Other Schools Attended

C,clf!"lb.,rcty... UnN~'{''&i~\.1

U. C. BV"k~I~'Y

Languages spoken: r' \.'n..,\'\ CA, )

Major Subject Dates Attended

...L.lt+t,y-·,/\(\+CO\,\C\ I ~~\s, \O\C1S ~.J.OO()

i)-J-e,.Cl,C <:.t 1:: c.CJ\~\+ kc+
'Stud 1-f2,,,-~1 ~ El"lJ iKh

Degree &Date

-Ph I (J, {:1000

13, A, (i9q3)



Special Awards or Recognitions Received:

D(1, Ylf eJ V\\\CZ,~~ '£. SSo.'I -rd1:~. ( ~_Cl (,~) i Qo,Ynb ·:cd S-ti! (jniV-e,y~ {7'~ ~ fri~-G
O,W<l.,('c:l~(\ ~(---r\'\-QJ J:>('...~..;,-t. YnG\s-J.~v 5 J n.Q.s/5 Ql\ -t·he. tvl fddl~ £0.6+.j

Please state why you want to become a member of this Commission including specific objectives which you would worktoward
as a member. Please indicate any familiarity or experience ybu may have with campaign laws.

L \.060\ 0').,. \iklL -hJ Jv-E'~c...<'Y),"\j4...:. 0" Yi"#-..>f',,\.b e.,y~ , uP', +hi~ Cswnn,iSSltoT\ +0 h::ty
ey\,".;,<,)Ve.. +\,\c,,+ c:.o,\'Y\y()..(:)"Sc..Y:\c.\. .e..\Q.,<'~+f't::"V)$ IV' 50.::: ,.0\'::>~~ r.TtYQ..; ~~II(:Lu-.c:...+~

W\..y\r" -+~ h\~'ves+ G+~l'c.a.c\ s+O\Y'ldo.vds- <J:V\c\ in ~'.J\\ ~'(Y"'? ko. \'1 <:-t; u"JH-h C\,!/
:<0\e,\leJ,Y''+ \"'~..)s."I t>~()'0\d \(b .-+0 .h~\f ~l,:, C(+~ ~VC>CC~ 1e.,CD1'Y'>n:~\ !l'\u<:)/v'U7l
Y,('\ ccs+\~ \ i-\-f~~~,:{\ (f.$ L0Q,\ \. ~~ "'V~'A~\ ~<:JdCQ.-~ .+~ 0\ U,S. SQ.'IOrh+':; C\Y\c~. ~J,

'.!o\Q{\+",,~ ...VQ.A +~ ,?y"~~iv'--v-<\+'~.l) 'SQ..\,\()"o'(')(l,t' (~1'\C\ nl(\.\j1:JnJ GchJll?c..\ICi'\'lS )-..L o..m +c~Yn\\/()"1
\.>0 ..1,\.., C.C\ \"'1\"0 (}, 'I C\ (\ ( ';. 3

CONFLICT OF III.lTERES .: State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect your
financial interests, including sources of income, interests in real property or investments. In addition, if appointed,' you
may be required to fill out a disclosure statement which identifies certain of your financial interests beginning with the
immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Based on your best jUdgement, does this Commission make
decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real property or investments of you or your spouse? If yes, please
explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations or entities by which you are employed or associated
that might be affected by decisions of this Commission, and the positions you hold.

No_

Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in reviewing your application.

SANJOSEREFERENCES:

Name ~ I"C\I\' IYIc., ~c:::.( 1'\'"\ \'c,k.) \'1. 0 ~
.J ... ! t ...

Address

Name ~21~lt/P;(~~~}i~~ i, L~~~k
Address

SOCiO~DEMOGRAPHIC iNFORMATION: (OPTIONAL)

Phone No.l_

Phone No.

·'71.JJit-Q/(I",b-Vv (A3) ~t){)r
DATE SIGNED

Male D Female lXl 11_- lr7l r18,35 IkJ 36-45!1p>J 46-55 bJ 56-65 D 65+ D
Disability: Yes D, No~, Any special needs during interview process? . Yes D, No '!fl-
Racial/Ethnic Identification:-------------------_---'.--
Sexual Orientation ,.___~--,.--------'.--------

How did you learn of this vacancy? 1:. ('.A) '0+"'.0I-e.!. +\'\9...!. c:.,1+ 'j \Q.;(IC .mO:\\'\) mi()'\*\ls
CJ,.C;)'" (i,.-H~y "(Q...{,'\ch'Y\(j\ (\bG<St· +l'\!l..,) ,

(.<YIII\"()fS~-0:0" \1\ -+'~ n,\..Q.."YC_J.hY'-1 N.t.0v5 "

8/2005



Erica Cosgrove

San Jose, CA

November 16,2008

Lee Price, City Clerk
Office of the City Clerk
200 East Santa Clara Street - Wing, Second Floor
San Jose, CA 95113

Dear Ms. Price,

zags NOV 20 A q: 30

I am writing to apply for an appointment to the San Jose Elections Commission. I have a
long-standing and well-demonstrated interest in politics, campaigns and ethics and I am
very interested in helping to ensure that our city maintains the highest standards with
regard to elections and political campaigns.

My professional and extra-curricular interests and experience are largely in the fields of
public policy and politics. My most recent position was teaching Politics, Public Policy
and International Relations at Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson School of Politics
and International Affairs. One of the subjects I taught was ethics as it related to the
practice ofpublic policy. Through my teaching and reading on the subject, I have become
both comfortable with and interested in thinking about ways to address the ethical
dilemmas that arise in government and in politics.

As my resume describes, I have also worked as a lobbyist for a human rights group and
as an aide to a United States Senator. My passion for politics and for public service
remains strong although my caregiving duties for my family are such that I do not
currently work full-time. I do, however, continue to work as a researcher for Princeton
University on a part-time basis.

With regard to volunteerism and political campaigns, I volunteered for a SanJose
mayoral campaign many years ago when Susan Hammer was running for Mayor of San
Jose. I have always been proud of the caliber of San Jose politicians and for many of the
city's progressive policies, and I would hope to contribute on the Elections Commission
to helping maintain the city's high standards in the political realm. More recently, I had
the opportunity to volunteer for President-elect Obama's campaign.

Thank you for considering my application for appointment to the San Jose Elections
Commission.



ERICA J. COSGROVE

San Jose. CA
Tel:

EMAIL:

EDUCATION
Ph.D. 2001
M.Phil. 1996
B.A. 1993

University Of Cambridge, England
University Of Cambridge, England
University of California, Berkeley

International Relations
International Relations
Peace & Conflict Studies

Dissertation: "The Theory and Practice of Multilateral Economic Sanctions: A Reassessment in Light of
Iraq"

EXPERIENCE

Researcher/Consultant, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton
University, 2005 to present
• Part-time position writing public policy case studies and creating qualifying exams for graduate students

in public policy. Includes grading and providing written feedback to students on exams.

Lecturer of Public and International Affairs, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International
Affairs, Princeton University, July 2001- 2005
• Courses: "The Politics of Public Policy" (Fall 2001, 2002 and 2003)

"International Humanitarian Law" (Spring 2002 and 2003)
"Economic Sanctions and International Politics" (Spring 2002 and Spring 2003)

,Postdoctoral Associate and Lecturer of Public and International Affairs, Woodrow Wilson School,
Princeton University, July 2000 - July 2001
• Member of a four-person team of instructors for "The Politics of Public Policy" in Fall 2000.
• Responsible for researching and writing weekly policy case studies, grading assignments, providing

feedback on policy memos to students, contributing to lectures and seminars and running course
website.

International Campaign for Tibet, Washington, D.C., Legislative Assistant, 1995
• Maintained close contacts with Members of Congress, the Clinton administration, human rights groups

and international organizations to promdte policies that addressed the unique concerns of Tibet.

The Honorable Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), Washington, D.C., Legislative Research
Assistant for Foreign Relations, 1993-1995
• Researched and drafted legislation on foreign relations, human rights, international law, defense and

intelligence issues. Represented Senator in meetings with government offiCials, foreign dignitaries,
lobbyists, representatives of nongovernmental organizations and constituents.

U.S. Department of State, Bureau ofInternational Organization Affairs, Office ofPublic, Policy and
Congressional Affairs; Washington, DC, Intern, 1993
• Initiated projects designed to infOlm the Department, Congress, and the public about developments in

United Nations peacekeeping.



HONORS AND AWARDS

1998-99

1998

1998
1998
1996

1995-96

PUBLICATIONS

Albert Gallatin Fellowship, Geneva - Fellowship allowed me to spend one year
conducting doctoral research, taking graduate courses and teaching at the Graduate
Institute of International Studies, Geneva
Cambridge University Board of Graduate Studies Research Award for Overseas
Students in the Humanities and Social Sciences
Gilbert Murray Trust, International Affairs Award, Oxford, England .
Sutasoma Trust Small Project Award, Cambridge, England
Daniel Vincent Essay Prize, Cambridge, England - prize awarded for the best Master's
thesis on the Middle East
Cambridge Overseas Trust Award

"Examining Targeted Sanctions: Are Travel Bans Effective?" in International Sanctions: Between Words
and Wars in the Global System edited by Peter Wallensteen and Carina Staibano, The Cass Series on
Peacekeeping (NewYork: Frank Cass, 2005).

Making Targeted Sanctions Effective: Guidelinesfor the Implementation ofUN Policy Options, Co-authored
with Peter Wallensteen et ai, (Uppsala University, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, 2003). A
one-year research project funded by the government of Sweden, with the participation of the United Nations.
As a co-author and Rapporteur, I wrote all reports for my Working Group and wrote the final report in
collaboration with 9ther scholars. The Swedish Government presented the report to a special meeting ofthe
United Nations Security Council in February 2003.

"Success in the Making? The Evolution ofUN Sanctions in Angola," with George Lopez and David
COliright, in Sanctions and the Search for Security: Challenges to UNAction (Boulder: Lynne Rienner
2002). Also served as principal tesearch assistant for the book and contributed to chapters on Afghanistan
and EthiopialEritrea.

"The Efficacy of Sanctions," International Security Information Service (ISIS), No. 82, International
Security Policy Paper (London: ISIS, 2002).

"The Sanctions Dilemma and the Case cifIraq: Human Rights and Humanitarian Challenges to the Use of
Multilateral Economic Sanctions," Windsor Review ofLegal and Social Issues, Vol. IX, March 1999. (Peer
reviewed law journal in Canada).

CONFERENCE PAPERS and PUBLIC LECTURES

"Challenges to Implementation: From Smart Targeting to Effective Implementation", Paper presented to
United Nations Security Council at the Symposium on Enhancing the Implementation of Security Council
Sanctions, April 30, 2007, United Nations, New York.

"The Reform of Sanctions Policy in Response to Human Rights and Humanitarian Concerns: From Iraq to
Afghanistan," Sanctions and Human Rights Panel, Human Rights Division 45, American Political Science
Association Annual Conference, Boston, August2002.

2



"Economic Sanctions and the Response to Terrorism," Presented research and lead a round-table discussion
with faculty fellows at the Society of Fellows in the Liberal Alis, Princeton University, September 27, 2001.

"The Logic of Sanctions: Expectations and Reality in Recent Cases," Paper presented" at the New York State
Political Science Association Annual Conference, New Paltz NY, May 4,2001.

"The Crisis ofHIV/AIDS in Africa and the Response of Nongovernmental Organizations," Lecture
delivered at Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of California, Berkeley, April 17, 2001.

"The Political and Humanitarian Effect of Sanctions in Iraq," Guest Lecturer, Department of Peace Studies,
Seminar Series for M.A. Program, University of Bradford, England, Febrqary 2000.

"The Effects of Economic Sanctions on Iraq," Paper presented at the British International Studies
Association (BISA) Annual Conference, December 22, 1999.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

• French (fluent)
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