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SUBJECT: REAPPOINTMENT TO THE DATE: 10-30-08 N

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATION

As recommended by the Rules and Open Government Committee of October 29, 2008 and
outlined in the attached memo previously submitted to and approved by the Rules and Open
Government Committee, extend the term of Civil Service Commission Member and Vice Chair
Sharon Hightower for up to one year, expiring on or before December 1, 2009.
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SUBJECT: REAPPOINTMENT OF DATE: 10-24-2008

SHARON HIGHTOWER TO THE
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATION

Extend the term of Civil Service Commission Member and Vice Chair Sharon Hightower for up
to one year, expiring on or before December 1, 2009.

BACKGROUND

- The Office of the City Clerk is currently recruiting for one position on the Civil Service
Commission. Pursuant to the City’s Charter, the appointee must be an attorney-at-law licensed
to practice in the State of California and, further, no more than four members may be of the same
gender. Currently there are four males and none of them are attorneys-at-law. Three
applications for the Civil Service Commission have been received, but only one meets the
criteria and that candidate has not yet been interviewed by the Council.

Commissioner Sharon Hightower is an attorney licensed to practice in California and serves as
the Presiding Officer during appeal hearings. Commissioner Hightower has served two full
terms and one additional term of one year. Her current term will expire on November 30, 2008.
The-Commission currently has several appeals on the agenda which have not yet been scheduled,
however, these hearings will need to be conducted after November 30, 2008. It is essential that
the Commission have an attorney to preside over the hearings, Although Commissioner
Hightower is technically térmed out, she has agreed to continue to serve: The Council has the
discretion to extend commission member terms for sufficient reasons.

If the Council extends the term for up one additional year, the City Clerk will continue to recruit
for qualified applicants, keep the pool open and schedule interviews at a later date if there are
sufficient applicants. If, however the Council rejects this recommendation, a vacancy on the
Commission is likely to occur and an appointment pending the receipt of an application. (or
applications) for the female/attorney position on the Civil Service Commissi
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