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SUBJECT: AB 1420 (pADILLO)-FOOD FACILITIES: NUTRITIONAL
INFORMATION

REASON FOR SUPPLEMENTAL

On August 13, the Rules and Open Government Committee recommended that AB 1420
(Padillo) be forwarded to the City Council for discussion and consideration of a City position.
AB 1420 would require each food facility in this state that operates under common oWnership
or control with at least 14 other food facilities as specified, be required to disclose to
consumers specific nutritional information for all standard menu items. Following the
discussion, staff was asked to provide a supplemental memorandum on the arguments for and
against the measure as indicated by the bill's supporters and opponents.

BACKGROUND

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee analysis, "the sponsors of this bill, the
American Heart Association, the California Center for Public Health Advocacy (CCPHA), the
American Cancer Society, and the California Optometric Association, state that this bill is
needed to establish standardized nutritional information at the point of sale .at large restaurant
chains. They point out that while most restaurants provide a range of food options, including
healthy alternatives, it is difficult to compare choices and make informed decisions without
information about nutritional content. The sponsors contend that the current system of
voluntary menu labeling is inadequate given that Californians are increasingly relying on
restaurants for their meals, and posting nutritional information on restaurant menus and menu
boards at the point of purchase will help to combat the obesity epidemic as a result ofmodest
changes in consumer behavior."
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The Committee analysis continues: "Supporters, representing public health and consumer
advocacy groups, assert this bill will assist Californians in making changes in their diet
choices at restaurants, and is an important strategy for reducing obesity and other diseases,
and protecting the public's health. Supporters argue that menus and menu boards are the most
effective locations to post nutritional content because they are the most user-friendly and most
likely to influence customers' food choices. Lastly, supporters point out that people
significantly l.mderestimate the number of calories in food items, and this bill highlights the
need for better access to such information to encourage healthier eating habits.

Opponents, primarily business and restaurant groups, object to what they argue is an overly
restrictive one-size-fits-all approach to the disclosure of nutritional information in this bill.
Opponents contend that displaying this information primarily on menus and menu boards is
impractical and removes the flexibility of restaurants to ensure customers get the information
they want without causing undue financial harm to owners. Opponents maintain that the
approach to nutritional disclosure in this bill is burdensome because it will require redesign,
manufacture, and installation ofmenu boards in all California restaurants."

A list of supporters and opponents to SB 1420 as of July 31 is attached.

STATUS

SB 1420 passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee 12-4 and is currently awaiting a
vote on the Assembly Floor. Should it pass the Assembly, SB 1420 will be referred back to
the Senate for concurrence on amendments.

COORDINATION

This memorandum was coordinated with the City's Legislative Representative in Sacramento,
the City Attorney's Office, and the City Clerk's Office.

~~
. Director, Intergovernmental Relations

For more information contact Betsy Shotwell, Director of Intergovernmental Relations at
(408) 535-8270



,58 1420 (as of 7/31/08)

Support,

Health Organizations
American Academy of Pediatrics (CA)
American Cancer Society
American Diabetes Association
American Heart Association
CA Adolescent Nutrition and Fitness Program
CA Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
CA Black Health Network, Inc. ,
CA Center for Public Health Advocacy

.CA Chapter of the.American College of Cardiology
CA Chiropractic Association
CA Food Policy Advocates
CA Medical Association
CA Nurses Association
CA Optometric Association
CA Pan-Ethnic Health Network
CA WIC Association
Catholic Healthcare West
FIRST 5 Santa Clara County
Health Officers Association of California
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California
Latino Diabetes Association
LAHealth Action
LUGile Packard Children's Hospital at ~tanford
Merced/Mariposa younty Asthma Coalition
Mission Community Hospital
Prevention Institute
St. Joseph Health System
Stanford Hospital. and Clinics
Stanford School of Medicine

City and County Support for SB 1420
Alameda County Board of Supervisors
Berkeley City Council .
City and County of San Francisco
City of Albany

City of Aliso Viejo
ICity of Cotati
City of Baldwin' Park
City of Greenfield

City of Hawaiial) Gardens

City of Palm Springs

City of Rohnert Park

City of San Diego
City of Santa Cruz
City of San Fernando
City of Selma

'City of West Hollywood
City of Yucaipa
EI Dorado County Board of Supervisors
League of California Cities - Latino Caucus
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
Marin County Board of Supervisors
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors.



Elected Official Support for SB 1420
Adrienne J. Tissier, President, Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo

John S. Lazar, Mayor, City of Turlock

"Ronald o. Loveridge, Mayor, City of Riverside

Salud Carbajal, 1st District Supervisor, County of Santa Barbara

Scott H. Peteres, Council President, City of San Diego

Other Support

AFSCME

CA State PTA

Congress of CA Seniors

Consumer Federation of California

Consumers Union

Gray Panthers

Los Angeles Unified School District

PolicyLink

Roll International Corporation

State Building and Construction Trades Council of CA

Strategic Alliance

Individuals: 372



Opposition
CA Alliance for. Consumer Protection
CA Chamber of Commerce.
CA Restaurant Association
CA Retailers Association
Corona Chamber of Commerce
Irvine Chamber of Commerce
Jerry Duncan, Council Member, City of Fresno
Modoc County Board of Supervisors
National Association of Theatre Owners of CA
Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau
Rodrick Foods, Inc.
Rubio's Fresh Mexican Grill
Southwest California Legislative Council
Starbucks Coffee Company
Wendy's International, Inc.

Opposition Letters from Individuals: Printed on Letterhead
~nthony's Seafood Group
Baker's
Bazaar Del Mundo
Claim Jumper Restaurants
Gulfstream
Hillstone Restaurant Group
Hooters
Houston's
IHOP #601 ~. #1718, #1724
La Fonda de San Mateo
Maria's Italian Kitchen
North Beach Restaurant
Outback Steakhouse
S<;il's Mexican Restaurant
Shadowbrook Crow's Nest
Wendy's of Los Angeles

Individuals: 358

Neutral
LA Chamber of Commerce
Golden Gate Restaurant Association


