
July 31,2008

San Jose City Council
200 East Santa Clara Street, 18th Floor
San Jose, CA 95113

Honorable Mayor and Council Members;

The Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Association respectfully requests that you reverse your decision regarding Council Resolution 74459 and remove
the item from the November 2008 ballot pending further review. We cannot find in the City's documentation any compelling reason to support this
ballot measure but do feel confident that with some time and effort a true solution can be found.

While we have Fire Station 4 and Valley Medical Center in our neighborhood, this only makes us more aware of the unintended consequences that
result when decisions regarding public safety and access to medical care are made with only the bottom line in mind. Our neighborhood has a
higher level of at risk residents already with multiple senior housing locations, several board and care facilities, skilled nursing and locked psychiatric
businesses combined with a higher ratio of elderly, low income and immigrant popUlations. Our concern is that the proposal to reduce service has
not been properly thought out and has not received the benefit of adequate analysis when taking these existing problems into account as well as the
incoming high density development when talking about expanding Fire Station 4's response area.

We are concerned, also, because Fire Station 4 must respond across a light rail line that currently backs up traffic for blocks. The model does not
show how you will save response time when waiting for the double pass of trains through an intersection that happens every fifteen minutes during
peak transit hours.

The current proposal would expand the duties of Fire Station 4 but does not take into account the increase in popUlation that would be at risk ten
years from now. We cannot find in the City's documents any accounting of what this will look like when Midtown is fully developed, the areas
adjacent to Midtown have been developed and the County pockets have been annexed. Much of the development is "transit oriented" which means
transit dependant. Elderly, low income and disable transit dependant residents have higher calls for service.

As a former Planning Commissioner I am also alarmed by the rampant increase in converting single lots to multi family sites as well as the recent
observation of City and RDA Staff that the area along Southwest Expressway and Bascom Avenue is ripe for conversion to mixed use and high
density development with no caps placed on any of this. Unrestricted growth without an accompanying model for servicing these new residents of
San Jose is an ill planned venture.

As affected residents we did not benefit from any public outreach. We strongly urge you to conduct public sessions in the neighborhoods affected by
this proposal so we can all become educated regarding the immediate and long term affects. Public input is necessary for the development of a
healthy and viable San Jose as well as a healthy and viable government. Who knows what good idea you are missing because the public didn't
have the opportunity to be involved?

As acommunity that has not benefited much from City services in the past, we are concerned that the proposal will simply push a problem down the
pipeline. We respectfully request the following so the entire community can participate in developing a product that will serve San Jose for decades
in the future and not just resolve an immediate budget question:

.:. Rescind or reverse Resolution 74459 and remove it from the ballot.

.:. Conduct public outreach that allows all affected groups to participate

.:. Ensure the analysis of service reflects the changing demographics proposed in the service areas

We look forward to your consideration ofthis request.

Sin~

\~~~~
Randi Kinman, President
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