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RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Commission voted 6-0-1 (Kinman, Absent} to recommend that the City Council:

Consider the Environmental Impact Report in accordance with CEQA, and
1) Accept the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI) Washington Neighborhood Improvement

Plan Amendment as the renewed community vision for the future of the Washington SNI
Planning Area, and

2) Encourage the Washington area residents, property owners, and community members to
continue to dedicate their time, energy, and resources towards the Plan, as amended,
continuing with their community-building activities.

OUTCOME

City Council acceptance of the Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan Amendment will
demonstrate support to the Washington Strong Neighborhoods Initiative community that Council,
City staff and Agency staff will continue to partner with the neighborhood to achieve its renewed
goals and support the newly developed Top Ten action agenda.

BACKGROUND

On May 14; 2008, several members of the Washington Area Community Coalition (WACC)
including Rosa Pereida, President of the Alma Neighborhood Association; Steve Barrientos of the
Alma Neighborhood Association; Mary Guzman, Vice Chair of the Tamien Neighborhood
Association; Paul Alvarado, Vice Chair of the Goodyear/Mastic Neighborhood Association; and,
Debbie Morillo, President of the Alma Neighborhood Association - spoke to the Planning
Commission and requested strong support of the Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan
Amendment. In their presentation, they all mentioned of that the previously accepted SNI Plan has
improved their quality of life, improved their community, and provided them with a safer place to
live.
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Ms. Pereida, in asking for support of the Plan Amendment, stated: "The plan means so much to the
community. It would continue the partnership with the true commitment of the City to the
community, to provide many opportunities and improvements that are so desperately needed in the
neighborhood."

Mr. Barrientos mentioned that the existing SNI Plan has helped to keep the neighborhood safe and
now it is a great place to live. He strongly stated that he would like to continue a positive working
relationship with the City to improve the community and to promote the history and culture within
the neighborhood.

Ms. Guzman stated that she has grandchildren, and that she hopes that some day they will be future
leaders in the community. Ms. Guzman stated that she wants the community to be a better place and
wants them to inherit a good safe place and to hopefully participate in the improvement of the
community as well. She expressed her thankfulness that the neighborhood is now safer and that they
have been able to create good family unity, primarily due to the improvements that have already
been accomplished in the neighborhood through the existing SNI Plan.

Mr. Alvarado mentioned that he works on the Board of the Youth Center and that he has been
involved in after-school tutoring in the neighborhood. He wants the youth to do better scholastically,
and to be proud of their culture. He shared that the youth need a lot of help, and that programs and
action items described in the Plan Amendment will help to accomplish these goals.

Ms. Morillo stated that while the Washington Neighborhoods have worked diligently with the City
to improve the community, the community has over 300 identified problems and that the renewed
Top Ten action items will help the community, City leaders and staff to continue working on these
many issues. She noted that the existing SNI plan has provided an improved quality of life and
many happy families and that there is a strong commitment ,from the community for the adoption of
the proposed Plan Amendment.

No one spoke in opposition to the proposedPlan Amendment.

The Planning Commission then closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Platten thanked the community members for attending the hearing and for their hard
work to date. He also expressed his strong support and commitment to help them accomplish their
desires to continue to improve the community.

. Commissioner Jensen expressed her heart-felt appreciation to the community leaders and staff at the
hearing, as well as to everyone else in the community that has worked so diligently to accomplish so
much, including: the Parque Padre Mateo Sheedy, Belleview Park improvements, alleyway
reconstruction and closure improvements, storm drainage improvements, comer ramp
improvements, traffic and street light installations throughout the neighborhood, and synthetic turf
installation at the elementary school. She indicated that the community had much to be very proud
of and to celebrate, and she recommended that the community keep up the great work. She also
expressed her congratulations to them on the 10-year anniversary ofthe adoption of the original
1998 Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and she hoped to see them celebrate their 20th anniversary.
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Commissioner Kalra mentioned that the neighborhood needs are many, but with the empowerment
of the community, much can be accomplished to create a great place for the next generation as well.
He thanked the community members for a job very well done, and for being great role models to
their children and grandchildren.

A motion was then made by Commissioner Jensen to recommend that Council strongly accept of the
proposed Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan Amendment. The Commission voted 6-0-1
(Kinman, Absent) to recommend to the City Council to accept the Plan Amendment.

ANALYSIS

The proposed Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan Amendment is consistent with and a
natural extension of the first Washington Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Update which was part
of the original Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, and was accepted by City Council in June 4,2002.
The Plan Amendment allows the community to continue to implement the vision for the Washington
SNI Planning Area.

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP

All subsequent, individual Strong Neighborhoods Initiative Washington Neighborhood Improvement
Plan Amendment action items will be brought to City Council for consideration before
implementation.

POLICY ALTERNATIVES

Not applicable.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

o Criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use ofpublic funds equal to $1 million or greater.
(Required: Website Posting)

o Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public health,
safety, quality oflife, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-mail and
Website Posting)

o Criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Councilor a
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff followed a similar approach to
public outreach as in the 2002 Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan process. Over a period
of seven months, from January 2007 to July 2007, there were several Washington Area Community
Coalition (WACC) meetings and two larger community workshops held forthis process with
extensive community outreach. All residents within the Washington SNI Planning Area were
notified by mail about the meetings. In addition, staff sent letters to residents on the mailing list,
sent e-mails to neighborhood associations for distribution to their members, walked door-to-door
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with reminders, and made reminder phone calls to community members that regularly attend WACC
meetings. Staffhas also been available to respond to questions from the public.

State of California Tribal Consultation Guidelines:

This Plan Amendment is not subject to the State of California Tribal Consultation Guidelines

COORDINATION

The preparation of the Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan Amendment was coordinated
with the Districts 3 and 7 Council Offices, the City Manager's Office, and various Departments and
Agencies, including the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement; San Jose
Redevelopment Agency; Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Services; Transportation; Public
Works; Housing, Team San Jose, Office of Emergency Services, Office of Cultural Affairs, and the
San Jose Police Department.

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT

Not applicable.

COST SUMMARY/IMPLICATIONS

Not applicable at this time.

BUDGET REFERENCE

Not applicable.

CEQA

SNI Program EIR, Resolution No. 71045, was adopted by City Council on June 11, 2002. The
proposed activity is within the scope of the SNI program EIR. The proposed action is for the City to
acknowledge the community's vision for improvement within the identified SNI neighborhood area,
as expressed in the Washington Neighborhood Improvement Plan Amendment, and more specifically
in the "Top Ten" priority list. However, by acknowledging the community's vision and amended
"Top Ten" list of improvements, the City is not taking an action that commits the City to the
implementation of the community's identified improvement s. When specific development projects
are formally proposed as either public or private actions, they will be subject to environmental
review to identify potential significant project-specific impacts.
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For questions please contact Principal Planner, Andrew Crabtree at 535-7893.




