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Memorandum 
cl 

CAIJl'fAL O F  SILICON VALLEY 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND FROM: Planning Commission 
CITY COUNCIL 

SUBJECT: GP06-T-06 DATE: November 20,2006 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 10 
SNI: NONE 

SL,TB JECT: GP06-T-06. General Plan Text Amendment request to delete language 
allowing certain limited, interim outdoor recreational uses on public properties in 
the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Commission voted 6-0-1 (Commissioner Pham, absent) to recommend to 
the City Council approval of the proposed General Plan text amendment to delete 
language allowing certain limited, interim outdoor recreational uses on public properties 
in the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve. 

BACKGROUND 

On November 13,2006, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider a 
staff- initiated General Plan text amendment to delete language allowing certain limited, 
interim outdoor recreational uses on public properties in the South Almaden Valley 
Urban Reserve. 

OUTCOME 

City Council approval of the proposed General Plan text amendment will revise the 
General Plan to reflect the current status of the subject property in the South Almaden 
Valley Urban Reserve. 

ANALYSIS 

One community resident, George Stepanenko, spoke on the item, stating that the 
proposed amendment violates state General Plan law by not being included in a 
comprehensive General Plan update. He stated his support for the proposed text 
amendment . 
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PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST 

a criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 
million or greater. 

(Required: Website Posting) 

a criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications 
for public health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the 
City. (Required: E-mail and Website Posting) 

a criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, 
staffing that may have impacts to community services and have been 
identified by staff, Council or a Community group that requires special 
outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, Community Meetings, 
Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

Although this item does not meet any of the above criteria, staff followed City Council 
Policy 6-30: Public Outreach Policy. Notice of the proposed text amendment was mailed 
to all property owners and tenants in the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve. Staff 
received five telephone calls from area residents inquiring about the amendment. Three 
stated their support for the amendment. No one expressed opposition to the amendment. 
The Department web site contains information regarding the General Plan process, 
amendments, staff reports, and hearing schedules. This web site is available to any 
member of the public and contains the most current information regarding the status of 
the amendments. 

COORDINATION 

Review of this General Plan amendment was coordinated with the Department of 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services and the City Attorney's 
Office. 

CEQA 

The San Jose 2020 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report, certified by the City 
Council on August 16, 1994, Resolution # 65459. 

&.oseph ~ d i e d e l ,  
Secretary, Planning Commission 
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Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement 
200 E. Santa Clara Street 
San ~os.6, California 951 13-1905 

GENERAL PLAN REPORT 
2006 Fall Hearing 

Hearing DatelAgenda Number: 
P.C. 1 1/13/06 Item: 6 b 

1 ; r i l  District and S N I  Area: 

Major Thoroughfares Map Number: I N/A 

Assessor's Parcel Number(s): 
N/A 

Project Manager: 

I Stan Ketchum 1 
TEXT REFERENCE: 
Amend Chapter V. Land UseITransportation Diagram; Urban Reserve, South Almaden Valley Urban 
Reserve, page 225 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Amend the Saiz Jose 2020 General Plan text to delete language allowing certain limited, interim'outdoor 
recreational uses on public properties in the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve. 

APPLICANTIOWNER: 

Staff/various owners 

LOCATION: 

South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS: 

ACREAGE: N/A 

San Jose 2020 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report, certified by the City Council on August 16, 

PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt the proposed text Amendment 
I 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
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ClTY COUNCIL ACTION: 

ClTY DEPARTMENT AND PUBLIC AGENCY COMMENTS RECEIVED: 

Valley Transpostation Authority - The VTA has no comments on the proposed text amendment 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE: 

None received. 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTiON 

This is a staff initiated text amendment to delete language from the South Almaden Valley Urban 
Reserve section allowing certain limited, interim outdoor recreational uses on public properties 
in the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve (SAVUR). 

BACKGROUND 

The subject language was added to the General Plan text in December, 2004 when the City was 
considering a proposed, interim youth sports field complex to be constructed on land owned by 
the San Jose Unified School District on McKean Road. Earlier this year, the San Jose Unified , 

School District notified the City that the property on McKean Road was no longer available for 
consideration as a site for any sports field complex. 

ANALYSIS 

The San Jose Unified School District property on McKean Road was the public property located 
in the South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve under consideration for an interim sports fields 
complex. Since the School District has made it clear to the City that their property is no longer 
available for any proposed recreational use, the language added to the General Plan that would 
have allowed an interim recreational project to be consistent with the General Plan is no longer 
required. There currently is no other property within the SAVUR to which this amendment 
could apply. Therefore, Planning Staff is recommending that the specific language added to this 
section of the General Plan in 2004 to address the now defunct proposal related to the School 
District's McKean Road property be removed from the General Plan. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

.The proposed text amendment would take the language of this section of the General Plan back to 
its previous substantive form and is covered by the San Jose 2020 General Plan Final 
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Environmental Impact Report, certified by the City Council on August 16, 1994, Resolution No. 
65459. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

Notice of the proposed text amendment was mailed to property owners within the South 
Almaden Valley Reserve. Staff has received several telephone calls from area residents and 
others inquiring as to the intent of the proposed text amendment. In addition, the Department's 
website contains information regarding the General Plan process, amendments, staff reports and 
hearing schedule. This website is used by the community to keep informed of the status of the 
amendments. 

COORDINATION 

Preparation of this staff report was coordinated with the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
r\Teighl?orhooc! Services, as well as the Office of the City Attoiney. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt the proposed text amendment. 

Attachment 

PBCE002/GP-Team/002/GPOG-T-O5/staff report.doc 
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Proposed General Plan Text Amendment 

City of San Jose General Plan text amendment to amend Chapter V. Land Use/Transportation 
Diagram; Urban Reserve, South Almaden Valley Urban Reserve, page 225, by deleting the 
language indicated by &dew& in the following paragraphs: 1 

Interim Uses 

Until such time as the specific plan becomes effective, the allowed land uses and 
standards of the Rural Residential land use designation shall apply in the SAVUR. h 

. . &I\ the s:fl-\n ~nf~g'w.~ b .o)) ' L 3 f  




