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RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Commission voted 6-0-1 (Commissioner Platten absent) to recommend that the City 
Council: 

1) Approve the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative Blackford Neighborlzood Inzprovemerzt Plarz 
Anzerzdmeizt as the renewed City/community vision for the future of the Blackford area, 

2) Authorize the Administration to direct City Departments and Agencies with implementation 
responsibilities to begin their respective activities, including the general oversight of the 
implementation of the Plarz by the Redevelopment Agency and City Manager's Office, and 

3) Encourage the Blackford area residents, property owners, and community members to 
dedicate their time, energy, and resources to implement the recommendations of the Plan 
Amendr?zelzt and continue with their community building activities. 

OUTCOME 

City Council approval of the Blackford Neighborlzood Inzpl-overnerzt Plan Ainendlr7ent will provide 
direction to the City Administration and encouragement to the Blackford area residents, property 
owners and community members to dedicate their time, energy, and resources to implement the 
recommendations of the Plan Anzerzdnzerzt and continue with their community building activities. 

BACKGROUND 

On November 29,2006, Chair Thea French and seven other members of the Blackford SNI 
Neighborhood Action Coalition (NAC), Alan Depew, Amintha Peterson, Christine Landau, Ken 
Kelly, Mack Johansen, David Down and Helen Azbill, made a presentation to the Planning 
Commission asking Commissioners to support the Blcrc&foi-cl Neighbol-lzoocl Irnp~-o\)c.~nc.nt Plccn 
Ai~lenclnlent. In their presentation, they gave an overview of the Plctn Arnenclrner~t ldent~fying issues, 
objectives and projects completed, as well as briefly highlighting each item on thelr "top ten list". 
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The NAC members noted that many neighborhood residents and property owners have worked with 
City staff, the consultant and community members to shape a plan amendment that reflects the 
community's vision for the Blackford area. 

No one spoke in opposition to the proposed Plan Arnelzdinent. 

The Planning Commission then closed the Public Hearing. 

Commissioner Kalra commended everyone who had spoken and taken the time to care for the 
neighborhood and make it a safer neighborhood. Chair Campos stated the Blackford neighborhood 
was an inspiration for the other SNI neighborhoods to follow. He then noted Action Item #4d in the 
Plan Amendment, "Improve Community Recreational Facilities-Install shorter basketball hoops for 
smaller children" and suggested that the basketball hoops have reinforced iims or break away rims to 
protect them from abuse. Vice-Chair Zito complemented staff on their work on the Plalz 
Amendment. 

A motion was made to recommend approval of the proposed Plan Amerzdmeizt. The Commission 
voted 6-0-1 (Commissioner Platten absent) to recommend to the City Council approval of the Plan 
Ame~zdrne~zt. 

ANALYSIS 

The proposed Blackford Neighborhood Improveme~zt Plan Arne~zdmerzt is consistent with and a 
natural extension of the Blackford Neighborhood Improvenle~zt Plan approved by City Council on 
October 15, 2002. The Plan Amerzdmerzt allows the community to continue to implement the vision 
for the Blackford area. 

POLICY ALTERNATIVES 

Not applicable. 

PUBLIC OUTREACWINTEREST 

Criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or greater. 
(Required: Website Posting) 

Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public health, 
safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-mail and 
Website Posting) 

Criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that 
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or a 
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, 
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

Although this ~ t e m  does not meet any of the above criteria, staff followed a similar approach to 
public outl-each as in the 2002 Blnc&forcl Neighborl~oocl Iiill~i.oveiilei7t Plail process. There were a 
total of three community-wide meetings held for this process with extensive community outreach. 
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All residents within the Blackford SNI area were notified by mail about the meetings. In addition, 
staff sent out letters to residents on the mailing list, sent e-mails to neighborhood associations for 
distribution to their members, and made reminder calls to community members that regularly attend 
NAC meetings. 

State of California Tribal Consultation Guidelines: 

This Plan Anzel~dnzel~t is not subject to the State of California Tiibal Consultation Guidelines 

COORDINATION 

The preparation of the Blackford Neighborhood Z~nprovemelzt Plan Amel~cInzelzt was coordinated 
with the District 1 Council Office, the City Manager's Office, and va~ious Departments and 
Agencies, including the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement; San Jose 
Redevelopment Agency; Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Services; Transportation; Public 
Works; Housing, and Police. 

FISCALIPOLICY ALIGNMENT 

Not applicable. 

COST SUMMARYnNIPLICATIONS 

Not applicable at this time. 

BUDGET REFERENCE 

Not applicable. 

CEQA 

SNI Program EIR, Resolution No. 71042, adopted by City Council June 11,2002. The proposed 
activity is within the scope of the SNI program EIR. The proposed action is for the City to 
acknowledge the community's vision for improvement within the identified SNI neighborhood area, 
as expressed in the Blackford Neighborhood Znzprovel~zelzt Plan Anzelzdmelzt, and more specifically 
in the "top ten" prioiity list. However, by acknowledging the community's vision and amended "top 
ten" list of improvements, the City is not taking an action that commits the City to the 
implementation of the community's identified improvement s. When specific development projects 
are fo~mally proposed as either public or private actions, they will be subject to environmental 
review to identify potential significant project-specific impacts. 

J O S ~ P H  H ~ ~ E D E L ,  SECRETARY 
Planning Commission 

For questions please contact Principal Planner, Stan Ketchum at 535-7876. 




