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~l9lw 
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SNI Area: Five Wounds1 

Brookwood Teirace 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of a11 aineildilleilt to the Selma Olinder Park Master Plan to include a dog park. 

OUTCOME 

Approval of the Seliua Olinder Park Master Plan amendment will enable staff to proceed with 
the design of a new dog park within Selma Olinder Park. See attached iuap for location of dog 
park. 

BACKGROUND 

Selma Oliilder Park is a newly built park in District 3 that stretches between Iilterstate 280 
(south) and East Williain Street (north) and is bounded by Woodborough Drive to the east and 
Coyote Creek to the west. Cuirent park amenities include a sports field, teililis courts, picnic 
benches, a restroom, trail and open turf areas. 

Over the past several years, staff has continued to pursue opportunities for off-leash dog facilities 
tl~roughout Council District 3. Staff evaluated vacant parcels, City surplus parcels and existing 
park sites. The criteria used to evaluate new land include the potential cost of the land, location, 
size or footpriilt of programmable space, proximity to residents, available parking, visibility, and 
accessibility. The critei-ia used to evaluate existing park space include location, size of 
11rogrammable space, iinpacts to current park uscs, the proximity and impacts to residents, 
11arking and access. 
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Concui-rent with the search for potential sites, staff held several ineetii1gs with Council District 3 
neighborhoods to provide updates on progress and to solicit input on evaluating potential 
locations. As a result of this public input, the community clearly expressed their strong desire 
for the City to provide more dog parks. Residents prefer to have a dog park within walking 
distance of their homes; however, the park needs to be large enough to accoinmodate the 
expected usage. On the other hand, staff has also met resistance from residents not desiring 
off-leash dog areas located within their neigl~borl~oods, citing numerous impacts such as traffic 
and odors, among other undesirable issues. 

As a result of the closure of Watson dog park, staff worked with residents of the Five Wounds1 
Brookwood Terrace neighborl~ood to plan and develop a dog park at Selina Oliilder Park. The 
proposed site is an unused area at the southernmost portion of the park. Staff held community 
meetings in November 2005 and February 2006 to solicit input and comments as well as to 
obtain coilseilsus among community ineinbers to develop a dog park at Selina Olinder Park. At a 
community meeting in February 2006, the commui~ity soundly endorsed staffs recommendation 
to develop a dog park at this location. 

ANALYSIS 

This illaster plan amendment proposes to include the addition of an off-leash dog area at Selma 
Olinder Park. The off-leash area will be situated on a 314-acre site at the south end of the park 
and will be designed to have common areas for both big and small dogs. To minimize operation 
and maintenance costs, its surfacing will consist mainly of artificial turf, decomposed granite, 
and wood chips. The project will include new parking spaces, fencing, site furnishings, and 
other amenities. 

The proposed off-leash dog area would have a inii~iinal iinpact on neighbors at its proposed 
location. This location is away from the main active areas of the park and will not obstruct 
sports and other park activities. It will be accessible fi-om homes through walkways, roadways, 
and trails. The dog park will not only provide dog owners an enclosed off-leash area for their 
dogs to recreate but also provide neighbors oppoi-tunities to meet and socialize. In addition, dog 
park users will provide "more eyes" and thus improve security at this area. 

The proposed location at the soutl~en~most portion of Selma Olinder Park is currently 
undeveloped and under~itilized. The site is relatively flat and is preseiltly populated by remnants 
of an almond orchard that could be pruned or removed. A number of mature trees will be 
protected and preserved. The design and development of this project fits within the guidelines of 
the City's Greenprint for Parks and Community Facilities and Programs. 

PRNS staff is currently holding meetings with Council offices to develop the Proposed 2007- 
2008 Capital Budget. As part of this process, priority projects and funding sources are discussed 
and identified. Approval of the master plan ameildn1eilt to add the dog park will allow staff to 
proceed with ilecessaiy steps to identify the elements of the new dog park as well as obtain the 
necessaiy funding level to complete the project. 
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PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST 

Criteria 1 : Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 ~nillion or greater 
(Required: Website Posting) 

n Criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public 
health, safety, quality of life, or financialleconomic vitality of the City. (Required: E- 
mail and Website Posting) 

J Criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that 
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or a 
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, 
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

Staff initiated a community outreach process that included two general community meetings 
(November 2005 and February 2006) to gather public input on the project. This follows the 
standard community outreach process for capital projects, including master plan amendments. 
The Parks and Recreation Commission heard this item at their meetings on September 20 and 
October 4,2006, and approved the Selma Olinder Park site for the dog park. 

COORDINATION 

This illemorandurn has been coordinated with the City Attorney's Office, the City Manager's 
Budget Office and the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement. 

FISCALIPOLICY ALIGNMENT 

This project is consistent with the Council approved Budget Strategy Economic Recovery 
section in that it will spur construction spending in our local economy. 

CEQA: Addendum to Negative Declaration, PP06-127. 

and Neighborhood Services 

For questions please contact Julie Mark, Deputy Director, at (408) 793-5553. 






