
Council Agenda:  082107 
Item:  5.1 

Regular Meeting 
 
of the 
 

San José 
 
Neighborhood Services & Education Committee
 

held 
 
August 9, 2007 at 1:30 P.M.
 

Present: Councilmember Chirco, Councilmember Pyle, Councilmember Nguyen, 
Councilmember Chu, Mark Linder, Barbara Jordan, Richard Keit, Leslye 
Krutko, Andrew Crabtree, Matt Cano, Dave Mitchell, Cynthia Bojorquez, Laura 
Lam, Carrie Hamilton, Kevin Briggs, Ed Shikada, Jim Helmer, Kevin 
O’Connor, Betsy Shotwell 

Absent:  None. 


1.	 Report on ABAG Regional Needs Program (PBCE/Housing) [deferred from 
April, 2007] 

Andrew Crabtree, Planning Department gave an overview of the report. 

Councilmember Pyle asked for a program description of “very low income”. 

Leslye Krutko, Director, Housing Department replied that a total family income of 
$50,000 per year or less would be considered very low income. She added that 
many teachers fit this category. 

Councilmember Pyle asked how much of the required $1 billion in funding would 
come from the Redevelopment Agency. 

Ms. Krutko replied that a minimum of 20% Agency funds must go to housing. 

Councilmember Pyle asked how the City of San Jose compares with the City of 
Sunnyvale in terms of the housing allocation. 

Mr. Crabtree replied that it was a complicated formula that is not based solely on 
population. He further explained that the allocation was also based on such things 
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as transit facilities and housing vs. jobs balance.  This results in a higher percentage 
allocation for San Jose than in the past. 

Councilmember Nguyen noted that San Jose is aiming for 50% affordable housing 
units. She asked if any additional resources would be provided to low income 
residents. 

Ms. Krutko replied that programs such as Section 8 would be expanded. 

Chair Chirco asked what would happen if San Jose fails to reach its goal due to a 
lack of funding. 

Ms. Krutko responded that there are currently no laws to adhere to but we would 
lose our current A+ standing. 

Phyllis Ward, Affordable Housing Network spoke on the importance of ABAG 
including an extremely low income category. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Pyle, seconded by Councilmember Nguyen, the 
Committee approved the report. 

2.	 Evaluation of Second Unit Pilot Program (PBCE/Housing) [deferred from June 
2007] [Request deferral to October] 

Upon motion of Councilmember Nguyen, seconded by Councilmember Pyle, the 
Committee deferred the report. 

3.	 Report on Annual Adjustment to PDO/PIO Fees Following Land Value Survey 
(PRNS) 

Matt Cano, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department gave an 
overview of the report. He stated that the new fees would go into effect on February 
1, 2008. 

Mr. Cano added that 4 zones have gone down in value, 4 have retained value and 6 
have gone up in value.  He requested that the NSE Committee recommend approval 
of the new fees to the City Council. 

Councilmember Pyle asked if there was any change in Blossom Valley. 

Dave Mitchell, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department replied 
that there was not enough change in that area to encourage land values to go up. 
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Chair Chirco asked if the fees were based on square foot or per unit. 

Mr. Mitchell replied that there is a complicated formula and staff would be happy to 
provide this to the Committee Members if requested. 

Deputy City Manager Mark Linder noted that if the developer provides the parkland, 
the inlieu fees are waved. 

Phyllis Ward, Affordable Housing Network spoke on the importance of seeking 
alternative funding. 

Mr. Mitchell replied that various grants are being developed but none are available 
yet. 

Leslye Krutko, Director, Housing Department added that legislation is still being 
discussed and the Housing Department will report back to the NSE Committee. 

G.M. Harding, Parks and Recreation Commissioner stated that the Parks and 
Recreation Commission unanimously approves of this recommendation. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Pyle, seconded by Councilmember Nguyen, the 
Committee approved the recommendation that that this report be brought before City 
Council for review and approval of fees. 

4. Sports Field Study Update (PRNS) 

Matt Cano, Parks Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department gave an 
overview of the report. He stated that 5 subcommittees were formed.  An adjustment 
to the timeframe is being proposed.  Community stakeholders feel the current 
timeframe is too aggressive. 

Councilmember Nguyen asked if staff is confident in proceeding without a 
 
consultant.
 

Cynthia Bojorquez, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department 
responded that staff recognizes the value a consultant could bring and may bring one 
in later to assist in analyzing data later. Staff is trying to maximize the funds. 

Chair Chirco stated that public outreach is important. 

Chris Clark, Public spoke on the lack of sportsfields in District 5 which leads to non
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structured sports groups using park lawns. She stated that more public outreach 
needs to be done on the East side. 

Ms. Bojorquez stated that staff is currently gathering information on nonstructured 
groups that use community fields. 

Mr. Cano added that the subcommittee has addressed this issue. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Pyle, seconded by Councilmember Nguyen, the 
Committee approved the report. 

5. Strong Neighborhoods Monthly Update (CMO) 
Update on Pilot Projects: 

Laura Lam, Strong Neighborhoods Manager requested that the NSE Committee 
recommend approval of the final proposal to City Council with an amendment that 
would require the Commission’s workplan be approved by the NSE Committee. 

Ernest Guzman, member of the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI) Project 
Advisory Committee (PAC) stated that the original working document was very 
different from the final proposal. Input from the NSE Committee was instrumental 
in the development of the proposal. 

Autumn Gutierrez, SNI PAC added a caucus process will allow for a strong 
communication structure through input from the community; it will provide a 
structure of support from neighborhood groups and the Council offices. 

Deputy City Manager Mark Linder gave some background information. He stated 
that the City Clerk and the Attorney’s Office will be involved and that staff hopes to 
avoid some of the problems that other cities experienced by setting term limits and 
by identifying Neighborhood Associations. He suggested that a two year limit be 
put in place on the Ordinance so that it can be reviewed and updated as necessary. 
He added that an annual accountability session has been built into the proposal. 

Councilmember Pyle suggested that a tool kit for starting a neighborhood 
 
association be developed. 
 

Mr. Guzman replied that the Neighborhood Development Center and the 
Neighborhoods Commission can work together to develop such a toolkit. He added 
that this will be part of the recommended workplan. 

http://sanjose.granicus.com/MediaPlayerFrameHandler.php?view_id=&clip_id=1853&meta_id=152202
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Ms. Gutierrez recommended a 3 year term limit pilot in order to cover a full cycle. 

Chair Chirco asked for a definition of a Neighborhoods Association. 

Mr. Guzman replied that, for the purposes of this proposal, the term “Neighborhood 
Group” has been used.  Neighborhood Group is defined in Council Policy 630 as “a 
group or organization that is representative of its specific neighborhood, and whose 
primary purpose is the improvement of that Neighborhood”. The neighborhood 
group is selfidentified and provides an annual update of its contact information to 
the City. 

Kerrie Hamilton, Public spoke on the boundaries for a resident of a council district. 
She stated that neighborhoods shouldn’t be defined by council districts because the 
boundaries are unclear and they change. 

G.M. Harding, Parks and Recreation Commissioner distributed a letter expressing 
concerns over creation of a Neighborhoods Commission (attached). 

The Committee discussed requirements for membership to the proposed 
 
Neighborhoods Commission.
 

Upon motion by Councilmember Nguyen, seconded by Councilmember Pyle, the 
Committee approved the staff recommendation with the following amendments: 

a)  The Neighborhoods Commission annual work plan will be developed in 
coordination with, and approved by, the NSE Committee; 

b) The Neighborhoods Commission be instituted as a pilot from April 1, 2008 
to March 31, 2010; and 

c)  The Neighborhoods Commission provide quarterly updates to the NSE 
Committee throughout the twoyear pilot period. 

6.	 Schools /City Collaborative Monthly Update (CMO/Neighborhood Services 
CSA) (Verbal Report) 
a. Reports from School Safety, Joint Use and Teacher Recruitment/Retention 
Subcommittees 

Deputy City Manager Mark Linder stated that all three subcommittees (Safety, 
Jointuse and Teacher Recruitment) have met. The next step is for the 
Superintendents to meet with Mayor Reed and Councilmember Chirco. 
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Upon motion by Councilmember Nguyen, seconded by Councilmember Pyle, the 
Committee approved the update. 

7.	 Status Report on Tree Preservation Services (CMO/DOT/PBCE) 

Kevin Briggs, City Manager’s Office gave a brief presentation 
 

Councilmember Pyle asked if there was an FAQ available. 
 

Mr. Briggs replied that an FAQ will be provided on the virtual onestop website.
 

Chair Chirco asked how many meetings would be held.
 

Mr. Briggs replied that two meetings have already occurred, one on June 25, 2007 at 
 
City Hall and one on June 30 at the West Valley Library. Two more meetings will 
 
be scheduled soon.
 

Chair Chirco asked for a status on space allocation for Our City Forest.
 

Deputy City Manager Ed Shikada replied that staff will present a recommendation 
 
for space allocation to the City Council in September. He added that staff is
 
currently looking at the old Attorney’s Office. 
 

Chris Clark, public spoke on the lack of money for trees and suggested establishing 
 
a tree fund.
 

Upon motion by Councilmember Nguyen, seconded by Councilmember Pyle, the 
 
Committee approved the staff report.
 

8.	 Report on Sidewalk Repair Notice and Permit Letter (DOT) (referred by 
Council, Item 3.7, 6/26/07) 

Kevin O’Connor, Department of Transportation gave a brief overview of the report. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Nguyen, seconded by Councilmember Pyle, the 
Committee accepted the report. 

http://sanjose.granicus.com/MediaPlayerFrameHandler.php?view_id=&clip_id=1853&meta_id=152206
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9. Report on Key Legislative Items (CMO) 

Betsy Shotwell, Intergovernmental Relations gave an overview of the report. She 
stated that the Senate is in adjournment although they are on call. Activity will most 
likely resume in September. 

Councilmember Pyle stated that the Assembly has passed their version of the Budget 
but the Senate has not. 

Ms. Shotwell added that the Senate is one vote shy of passing it. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Pyle, seconded by CouncilmemberNguyen, the 
Committee approved the staff report. 

10. Oral Petitions 

None 

11. Adjournment 

The Committee was adjourned at 3:37 P.M. 

By: 
CYw-ci.D 

Please note that this meeting can be viewed in its entirety on the City's website, 
www.sanioseca.gov and click on the link to view meeting broadcast, you can find all 
Committee meetings as well as Council meetings. 



August 9, 2007 

Honorable Judy Chirco, Chair 
Neighborhood Services and Education Committee 
City of San Jose 

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee: 

I am a member of the San Jose Parks and Recreation Commission. I write today as an 
individual, not on behalf of the Commission, but with the approval of the Commission Chair, who 
cannot attend. 

Several members of the Parks Commission, myself included, have expressed serious 
reservations about the proposed Neighborhoods Commission. Our concerns would have come to 
your attention had the Commission made a formal recommendation on the proposal. It has not done 
so because the proposal was never submitted to us in final form. 

Advocates for this new commission assured the Parks Commission, and me personally, that 
they would submit their final proposal to us before presenting it to Council. It now comes before 
this Committee with a staff recommendation for approval, which would put it on a fast track for
Council action. 

The major concerns expressed by my colleagues involve the duplicative nature of the 
proposed body, the fundamentally undemocratic structure of its caucus system, answerable neither 
to the voters nor to their elected representatives, and the susceptibility of the caucuses to 
manipulation by outside interests. 

However, my request today does not go to the merits of the proposal. My req1;1esttoday is 
simply that this Committee table the proposal until the Parks Commission, which oversees 
neighborhood services as part of its charter, can hold a proper public hearing and render a reasoned 
opinion which will serve as the basis for intelligent policy. That is the procedure contemplated by 
the Municipal Code, and that is what the advocates agreed to. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~M-D)W
G. M. HARDING 

cc:	 Carolyn Satake, PRNS staff

Melanie Richardson, Chair, Parks Commission





