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Memorandum

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR
AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: SEE BELOW DATE: June 7,2006

COUNCIL DISTRICT: Citywide
SNI AREA: Various

SUBJECT: GP06-T-03. GENERAL PLAN TEXT AMENDMENT REQUEST TO AMEND THE
SAN JOSE 2020 GENERAL PLAN AND REVISION TO CITY COUNCIL POLICY
4-2 STREETLIGHT CONVERSION TO ALLOW UP TO 300 HIGH PRESSURE
SODIUM LIGHTS ALONG DESIGNATED NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS
DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC STREETS IDENTIFIED AS PEDESTRIAN
CORRIDORS IN ADOPTED NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT PLANS
COMPLETED FOR THE STRONG NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE (SNI)
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA.

RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Commission voted 6-0-0 to recommendapproval of the,GeneralPlan text amendment
request and revision to City Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion to allow up to 300 high pressure
sodium (HPS) lights along designated NeighborhoodBusiness Districts and public streets identified as
Pedestrian Corridors in adopted Neighborhood ImprovementPlans completed for the Strong
Neighborhoods Initiative (SNI) Redevelopment Project Area.

BACKGROUND

On June 5, 2006, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider the proposed General Plan
text amendment and revision to City Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion. This item was on the
consent calendar, but was opened for public discussionby the Planning Commission at the request of Mr.
William Garbett, a member of the public, who spoke on the item.

Mr. Garbett stated the proposed changes werecapricious and arbitrary, and asked how many times the
ordinance could be changed in a piece-meal fashion. He stated that the Redevelopment Agency had
previously installed HPS lights in other areas of the City by using exceptions to the ordinance. Rather
than continue with this approach, given that the proposed lighting would use money from the
Redevelopment Agency, Mr. Garbett suggested that the Redevelopment Agency should have its own
procedures modified~He stated that 300 HPS lights would be supplementing, rather than replacing,
existing lights, that this additional lighting would have impacts on tree growth and power plants, and that
the installation of the 300 HPS lights would result in racial and economic red-lining.
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Chair Dhillon asked Planning staff to respond to Mr. Garbett's comments. Staff clarified that the proposed
changes were to policy language in response to requests from members of the public relating to priorities
identified in the SNI Neighborhood Improvement Plans (NIPs). An analysis completed by a professional
engineer had determined that a maximum of 300 HPS lights would increase light output by less than one
percent compared to low pressure sodium (LPS) lighting, and if the new lighting encouraged additional
pedestrian activity there could potentially be energy savings from people choosing to walk rather than
drive. The Initial Study completed for the project concluded that there would be less than significant
impacts to trees.

Commissioner Zito made a motion to approve the proposed General Plan text amendment and revision to
City Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion.Commissioner Levy seconded the motion, and noted that
Mr. Garbett had made some points that staff should consider regarding piece-mealing and impacts to
trees.

ALTERNA TIVES

Not applicable.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Notice of the Negative Declaration for the proposed General Plan Text amendment and revision to City
Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion was published in the San Jose Mercury News. The Negative
Declaration and Initial Study were posted on the City's website for public review and comment. The
Department web site contains information regarding the General Plan amendment process, staff reports,
and hearing schedules. This web site is available to any member of the public and contains the most
current information regarding the status of the applications.

The proposed policy changes are necessary to implement pedestrian priorities in adopted SNI NIPs that
, were identified by SNI Neighborhood AdvisoryCommittees. Correspondence to the San Jose

Redevelopment Agency staff from residents in SNI NIP areas reiterates public support and interest in
implementing Redevelopment Agency and City plans for installation of lIPS lights.

COORDINATION

The review of this General Plan text amendmentrequest and revision to City Council Policy 4-2
Streetlight Conversion was coordinated with the San Jose Department of Public Works, Fire Department,
Department of Transportation, Environmental Services Department, Police Department, Building
Division, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, and the San Jose
Redevelopment Agency.

COST IMPLICATIONS

Not applicable.

BUDGET REFERENCE

Not applicable.
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CEQA

The request to change the General Plan text and City Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion was
analyzed in an Initial Study that resulted in a Negative Declaration. The Initial Study determined that the
changes to the General Plan text and City Council Policy 4-2 Streetlight Conversion would create a less
than significant impact to Aesthetics. Therefore, no mitigation is required. The project would increase
light output by less than one percent.

~L().- 1m ~

~JOSE~DEL, SECRETARY
Planning Commission

For questions please contact Planning, Building and Code Enforcement at (408) 535-7800.




























































