
CITY OF @?b 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

June 8,2007 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of San JosC 
200 E. Santa Clara St. 
San JosC, CA 95 1 13 

Dear Honorable Mayor and City Council: 

The Parks and Recreation Commission, which serves jointly as the Citizen Park Bond Oversight 
Committee, applauds and endorses the Council's decision to "Go Green'' by adopting the new 
Green Building Policy, however, we are unanimously concerned about the impact that the loss of 
an estimated $943,000 from the park bond contingency fund may have on the remaining park 
bond construction program. 

Significant projects which include the two sports parks, the Bascom and Solari Community 
Centers, two trail projects and the Happy Hollow Park & Zoo are still under the scoping and 
design phase. Combined, the budgets for these seven projects exceed $130 million. The current 
park bond reserve of $3.5 million provides a "contingency" of less than 3% of the total budgets for 
these projects. Given the unknowns surrounding fbture building cost escalation, as well as the fact 
that a location for the sports parks has not been determined, the remaining reserve fund may not be 
enough to ensure that we can deliver upon our promises to the voters. We feel there is not enough 
of a safety net to follow the recommendation that has been made to take $943,000 out of the 
reserve Bond funds to certify two buildings at the LEED silver level. 

This reduction could negatively affect the City's ability to complete its Sports Parks projects, 
which this Commission and the Bond Oversight Committee have reiterated are of the 
highest priority. Because of this, the Parks and Recreation Commission feels that this impact 
must be considered and addressed by the Council at this time. 

Over eighty park bond funded projects have been completed all over San Jose since this building 
campaign began. Construction has begun on the Roosevelt and Mayfair Community Centers and 
the Happy Hollow Project bids (our largest project) are anticipated to be received next month. San 
Jose's investment in parks and recreation facilities is already well underway and therefore must 
continue to extend equitably throughout the construction process for all of the projects planned 
for the Bond Measure. We would not like to see community projects pitted against each other. 
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We realize that the Council must continue to make very difficult decisions regarding City finances 
and must approach budget decisions with creating thinking. We would strongly support direction 
that would encourage staff to seek energy related grants to help offset these costs. Dwing both 
community and City Council budget priority setting sessions the importance of parks and 
community services to the San Jose community was apparent in the final goals. In ow role as the 
Citizen's Bond Oversight Committee we take seriously the direction of the voters to finance and 
build our remaining bond projects. 

We ask that you make every effort to support the Parks Department in its construction efforts by 
ensuring that the bond projects are completed, and if necessary, supplementing their budgets as 
needed with the identified general fund reserves or other one time general funds so that these 
green buildings can be completed as promised to the community. Thank you for your continued 
and strong support of San Jose's Park Bond Program. 

Sincerely, 

Helen Chapman, Chair 
San Jose Parks and Recreation Commission 


