
D R A F T     R E S O L U T IO N 
 
WHEREAS: Refugees and immigrants from the former Republic of Vietnam came to 

the United States and settled as free Vietnamese Americans who are 
honored and remembered for their sacrifices for freedom and human rights 
and for their ongoing contributions to our democratic society;  

 
WHEREAS: Since 1975 San José has become home to one of the largest Vietnamese-

American populations in the United States, and the local Vietnamese-
American community has become a significant factor in the rich cultural 
diversity enjoyed by the residents of our entire community;  

 
WHEREAS: The vast majority of Vietnamese Americans recognizes and embraces the 

Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag, also known as the flag of the 
former Republic of Vietnam, comprising of three horizontal stripes of red 
upon a field of gold, as the flag of the Vietnamese-American community; 

 
WHEREAS: The Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag represents the long history 

and culture of Vietnam, and many Vietnamese Americans continue to 
remember and honor this flag as a symbol of free Vietnamese people and 
their struggle for freedom and democracy;  

 
WHEREAS: We commemorate three decades of Vietnamese-American achievement in 

America and in San José, and we celebrate their contributions that 
strengthen our community and their commitment to the principles of 
democracy, justice, and protection of human rights by which our nation 
was founded; 

 
WHEREAS: The United States of America was founded on the ideal that all people are 

endowed with unalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness; 

 
WHEREAS: The United States Constitution guarantees freedom of speech, freedom of 

the press and the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances; 

 
WHEREAS: The City of San José respects the rights of all our residents to engage in 

free speech, to engage in political activity, to lawfully assemble, and to 
exercise all their constitutional rights; 

 
WHEREAS: The City of San José has recognized the Vietnamese Heritage and 

Freedom Flag as the flag of the Vietnamese-American community in San 
José; 

 
WHEREAS: The State of California is now considering a Resolution that would 

recognize the flag for the entire state; 
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Draft Resolution 
Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag 

May 17, 2005 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
RESOLVED: The City of San José reaffirms its recognition of the Vietnamese Heritage 

and Freedom Flag as the official flag of the Vietnamese-American 
community in San José and encourages its continued display and respect 
as a symbol of commitment to freedom and democracy for all Vietnamese 
people;  

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José urges schools and public learning institutions to 

respect the Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag and to allow students 
whose families are from the Republic of Vietnam to display the flag on 
those occasions when international flags are displayed;  

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José encourages local school districts to adopt similar 

resolution recognizing the Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag;  
 
RESOLVED: The City of San José urges the State of California to recognize the 

Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag as the official flag of the 
Vietnamese-American community in California; 

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José supports California Senate Concurrent Resolution 

No. 17 recognizing the Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag as the flag 
of the Vietnamese-American community in California. 

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José commends our Vietnamese-American 

residents for their vigilance in opposition to tyranny in all its 
forms, for their active support for human rights for all people, and 
for their devotion to the principles of liberty and justice for all; 

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José opposes and will not tolerate any efforts, whether 

foreign or domestic in origin, to harass, intimidate, threaten or otherwise 
attempt to deprive our residents of their fundamental rights of free speech, 
free press, and peaceful assembly or to discourage them from participating 
in the political process; 

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José will support, defend and protect the Constitution of 

the United States and the constitutional rights of San José’s residents 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 

 
RESOLVED: The City of San José welcomes and encourages all Vietnamese-Americans 

to participate in political activities as full members of our community. 
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