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RECOMMENDATION

Adoption of a Resolution Amending the Administrative Citation Schedule of Fines to Amend the
Municipal Code section reference relating to Section 9 .10.550, subsection B, of the San Jose
Municipal Code to increase the fine from $25 to $271 for improperly covering solid waste for
transport .

BACKGROUND

In November 1994, the City Council approved the Administrative Citation Ordinance (Ordinance
No. 24725), which established the Administrative Citation as an alternative enforcement tool to
address discrete and transient Code violations . The ordinance was developed to provide a quick
and effective enforcement alternative to criminal prosecution . On July 6, 1996, the Council
adopted Resolution No . 65950 setting forth the Administrative Citation Schedule of Fines . The
Resolution created a standard fine of $25 for violation of the Municipal Code, unless a different
amount for a particular section was adopted by the City Council . The Administrative Citation
Schedule of Fines has been amended periodically since that time to reflect revisions and
additions to the Municipal Code .

Section 9.10.550 B, requires all persons to completely cover the solid waste in their vehicles
during transport. The City Council adopted this Section, in part, to address the problems of litter
caused by uncovered vehicles . This litter is a blight on our roadways, parks and unimproved
land and creeks . The current fine amount for a violation of this Section is $25 . Residents and
some commercial haulers continue to haul their solid waste in vehicles without a tarp .
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ANALYSIS

Adopting a specific fine schedule for violation of Section 9 .10 .550 B, hauling without a tarp, will
enhance the City's ability to enforce this provision . A $25 fine is not sufficient to motivate
compliance .

The following specific fine schedule is proposed :

OUTCOMES

Adoption of this increased fine will decrease litter along streets, highways and in creeks caused
by vehicles being improperly tarped. This amendment will be effective June 1, 2005 and will be
enforced by all local law enforcement agencies .

PUBLIC OUTREACH

The Anti-Graffiti and Litter Program will notify the media through the appropriate channels .
This information will also be included in all of our presentations to community groups, fairs and
festivals . The Environmental Services Department will notify the residential contractors and
commercial franchisees .

COORDINATION

This document has been coordinated with the City Attorney's Office, Finance, Environmental
Services and the Police Department .

CHEQUE

Not a project .

SARA L. HEN Y
Director of Park , Recreation and
Neighborhood Services

Section Offense Fine Amount
9 .10.550 B Failure to adequately cover or $271

contain solid waste while
transporting the solid waste in
a vehicle .




