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RECOMMENDATION 

Adoption of a resolution summarily vacating the northerly portion of a 5.9-foot Sidewalk 
Easement along Woz Way, between Almaden Avenue and Almaden Boulevard, recorded 
March 8,2001 as Document No. 15585612, Official Records, Office of the Recorder, County of 
Santa Clara. 

OUTCOME 

Council adopts a resolution summarily vacating the northerly portion of a 5.9-foot Sidewalk 
Easement along Woz Way, between Almaden Avenue and Almaden Boulevard. 

BACKGROUND 

Kier & Wright Civil Engineers & Surveyors, Inc. submitted an application for the vacation of the 
northerly portion of a 5.9-foot Sidewalk Easement along Woz Way on behalf of the property 
owner, The Sobrato Family Foundation, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation. The 
applicant requests the vacation of 1.9 feet along the northerly portion because a building had 
been constructed on top of said portion. The applicant wants to remove this encumbrance fkom 
the property. 

ANALYSIS 

The easement was created via a separate instrument dedication and recorded on June 8,2001. 
Mr. John Michael Sobrato, Trustee under the Sobrato 1979 Revocable Trust, granted the 
easement to the City for sidewalk purposes. The property was later transferred to The Sobrato 
Family Foundation. Staff has determined that 1.9 feet of the easement can be vacated without 
adverse effects to the public. Without this portion of the easement, the sidewalk width along 
Woz Way is 10 feet. A 10-foot wide sidewalk is sufficient for pedestrian circulation and access 
for this area. Additionally, this portion of the easement has not been used for the purpose for 
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which it was originally acquired, for at least the last five years, which then allows for this 
summary vacation. 

Upon recordation of this vacation, the northerly portion of the Sidewalk Easement will be 
removed from the subject property and no further action by the City will be required. 

POLICY ALTERNATIVES 

Not applicable. 

PUBLIC OUTREACHIINTEREST 

criteria 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or greater. 
(Required: Website Posting) 

criteria 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public 
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-mail 
and Website Posting) 

criteria 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing that 
may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or a 
Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting, 
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers) 

This action does not meet any of the criteria above; however, the public was afforded the 
opportunity to comment on the proposed easement vacation during the Planning Commission 
hearing on April 1 1,2007. The Planning Commission forwarded a recommendation to the City 
Council for approval of the vacation. In addition, this memorandum will be posted on the City's 
website for the May 15,2007 Council agenda. 

COORDINATION 

The vacation has been coordinated with the Departments of Planning, Building, and Code 
Enforcement, Transportation and the City Manager's Budget Office. The vacation and required 
resolution have been reviewed by the City Attorney's Office. Consent from the public utility 
companies is not required since the subject easement is only for City facilities. Additionally, the 
Planning Commission has recommended approval of the vacation. 

FISCALIPOLICY ALIGNMENT 

Vacating the public right-of-way is in alignment with the Council-approved Budget Strategy 
Expenditure Control section by eliminating a City maintenance obligation and liability in the 
public right-of way. 
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COST SUMMARYIIMPLICATIONS 

The Public Works Department collected cost-recovery fees to process this easement vacation. 

CEQA 

CEQA: Not a project. 

KATY ALLEN 
Director, Public Works Department 

For questions please contact TIMM BORDEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, at 535-8300. 
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