
COUNCIL AGENDA: 04-25-06 
ITEM: 2.5 

J 
CAI'IXAL OF SILICON VALLEY 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND FROM: Jane Light 
CITY COUNCIL 

SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF DATE: April 5,2006 
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FOR 
LIBRARY PARCEL TAX (MEASURE S) 

Council District: Citywide 

RECOMMENDATION 

Designate the Library Commission as the public oversight committee for the Library Parcel Tax 
(Measure S). 

OUTCOME 

The City's use of the voter-approved Library Parcel Tax will be annually reviewed and reported 
to the City Council by an oversight committee as required by Measure S. 

BACKGROUND 

In November 2004, San Jose voters approved Measure S, a parcel tax for the library. The parcel 
tax replaced the ten-year Library Benefit Assessment District that ended on June 30, 2005. The 
parcel tax funding took effect on July 1,2005. The measure required the establishment of a 
public oversight committee to monitor the use of the funds for library materials and service. 

ANALYSIS 

The Library Commission was designated in 2001 by the City Council to serve as the oversight 
committee for the Library Bond Measure (Measure 0 in 2000). Meeting as a Committee of the 
Whole, the Cominission annually reviews the construction and activities related to the bond 
measure and the City's annual audit of expenditures. It conducts a public hearing and includes 
any relevant public concerns in the annual report it adopts and forwards to the City Council. 
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If the Council accepts this recommendation, the Library Commission will use the same model as 
the oversight committee for the parcel tax. Meeting as a committee of the whole, it will review 
expenditures from the parcel tax fund and the audit of those funds and hold a public hearing. It 
will prepare and forward to the City Council an annual report, including any concerns that may 
have been raised by the public or are identified by the oversight committee. 

The Library Commission has discussed the matter and recommended that the City Council 
appoint it to carry out this responsibility. 

ALTERNATIVES 

An alternative would be for the City Council to appoint a separate committee similar to the 
oversight model used for the Library Benefit Assessment District fund. That oversight committee 
was appointed annually by the Library Commission and chaired by the Commission's vice-chair. 
The committee received and reviewed information from staff but did not hold a formal public 
hearing. The Benefit Assessment District Oversight Committee presented its report to the 
Library Commission. The Commission then forwarded the report to the Council through a 
Council Committee, most recently the All Children Achieve Committee. 

Over the decade length of the Assessment District, the Commission found it increasingly 
difficult to find knowledgeable people who were able to participate over a period of several years 
and provide the desired continuity in reviewing and monitoring the funds. The bulk of the work 
of reviewing information and preparing the report fell on the Commission vice-chair. 

The oversight process for the 2000 bond measure has proven to be more effective and has 
obtained more public input than that established in 1995 for the Benefit Assessment District. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

The Library Commission discussed this matter at its 111 1/06 meeting. This report reflects the 
Commission's recommendations. 

COORDINATION 

This report has been coordinated with the City Attorney's Office. 

COST IMPLICATIONS 

None. 
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Not a project. 

Director, Library Department 
(408) 808-2150 




