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SUBJECT:

JOINT USE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SAN JOSE AND COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA RELATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF THE SAN TOMAS AQUINO/SARATOGA CREEK TRAIL REACH 6

RECOMMENDATION 

Adoption of a resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and execute a Joint Use Agreement between the County of Santa Clara and the City of San José for the construction and use of the San Tomas Aquino/Saratoga Creek Trail Reach 6. 

BACKGROUND

In September 1999, the Council approved the San Tomas Aquino/Saratoga Creek Trail Master Plan prepared by the County of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation Department.  This plan provides a detailed description of a trail that extends from the San Francisco Bay Trail, near Highway 237, to Prospect Road in San José.  The trail alignment is divided into six reaches to facilitate development by the multiple jurisdictions through which it traverses. 

· Reaches 1 - 4 

City of Santa Clara 

· Reach 5 

City of Cupertino  

· Reach 6 

City of San José

The City of San José will have responsibility for the development of the Reach 6 segment of the trail that will extend from Bollinger Road to Prospect Road (map attached).  The proposed alignment extends along City streets and several wooded stretches of Saratoga Creek and incorporates one existing signalized intersection, a pedestrian/bicycle bridge at Murdock Park and a segment of Class One
 trail parallel to Lawrence Expressway along the creek.  Part of the trail is on land purchased by the County for the Lawrence Expressway.

A spur trail will provide neighborhood access at English Drive, to a soft surface pedestrian-only trail that extends through an oak woodland located adjacent to Saratoga Creek.
Reach 6 is estimated to cost $800,000 to design, obtain permits, and award a construction contract; and $2,700,000 to construct and inspect.  The total project cost estimation is $3,500,000.  
This project is being funded from the Parks and Recreational Bond at $2,316,000; a $400,000 grant from the Per Capita Program of State Proposition 12; a $100,000 grant from Transportation Development Act Program; and $684,000 from Council District One’s Construction and Conveyance Funds.
ANALYSIS

The County of Santa Clara will issue their encroachment permit allowing construction upon County property after the proposed Joint Use Agreement for trail use with the City is approved and processed.  

The following permits for the project have been secured: 

Agency
Permit 

California Department of Fish and Game
1601 Streambed Alteration Agreement

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Nationwide Permit with the Army Corps

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Section 401 Permit 

Santa Clara Valley Water District
Encroachment Permit 

No further permits will be required.

The scheduled contract award date for construction of this project is April 2004.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

The Master Plan for the San Tomas Aquino/Saratoga Creek Trail was completed by the County of Santa Clara in June 1999.  A series of community meetings were held by the County during the development of the plan.  Additionally, the City conducted two community meetings (January 16, 2002 and February 20, 2002) for Reach 6 of the trail, specifically.  Plans of the revised trail alignment from the Master Plan were presented to the community at these two meetings.  The revised trail alignment was accepted by the community.

COORDINATION

This proposed agreement and memorandum have been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office, the Manager’s Budget Office; and the Departments of Public Works, and Planning, Building and Code Enforcement.
COST IMPLICATIONS

The Joint Use Agreement provides the City with an alternative mechanism in lieu of acquiring the land from the County for the trail.  

This project is estimated to be completed in 2005-2006 and will result in 1.1 miles of new Class One paved trail and 0.5 mile of soft trail with a projected increase in maintenance costs of $20,000 annually.  These additional costs will be factored into the Five-Year General Fund Forecast and will be considered in the development of the annual operating budget.  

CEQA

PP03-03-084, Addendum to Negative Declaration, March 27, 2003.




SARA L. HENSLEY

Director of Parks, Recreation

and Neighborhood Services

Attachment


Map of San Tomas Aquino/Saratoga Creek Trail Reach 6
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� The California Department of Transportation defines a Class One trail as a bicycle pathway with right of way separated from any street or highway.









