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SUBJECT:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT 
A GRANT APPLICATION TO PROVIDE 21st CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to:

a. Submit a grant application to the State Department of Education for 21st Century Community Learning Centers and; 

b. Negotiate and execute a grant agreement not to exceed $975,000 annually beginning July 1, 2004 and ending on June 30, 2009.

BACKGROUND

California’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers program helps children and youth in schools located in high-poverty areas succeed through academic and enrichment activities.  Century Community Learning Centers are comprehensive level three programs offered through San Jose After School such as the Literacy Education Arts Recreation Nurtures Students (LEARNS) program.  The focus is to create strong bonds between after-school programs and the school day curriculum.  These activities help students meet state and local scholastic standards in areas such as reading, math and science. 

In FY 2002-2003, the City of San José was awarded a five year 21st Century Community Learning Center grant in the amount of $3.2 million through FY 2006-2007.  This grant provides funding for after-school programs at schools where at least 40% of students receive free or reduced lunch.  The City of San José serves as the lead education agency (LEA) to fiscally manage the sites.  The grant revenues are calculated on $5 per child per day based on actual program attendance.  

Currently the City operates 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) at nine sites through the San José After-School program.  These level three comprehensive programs provide student academic enrichment activities, homework assistance, recreation, nutrition and cultural enrichment.  Programs are administered through collaborations with community-based organizations including the YMCA of Santa Clara, Cross Cultural Community Services, Center for Training and Careers, Boys and Girls Club, and Campfire USA.  

ANALYSIS

San Jose After School is seeking to expand the program under a new cycle of available funding.  On January 7, 2004, the State of California Department of Education (CDE) released the grant application for the next cycle with a due date of March 3, 2004.  The City will submit an application requesting total funding in the amount of $4.875 million over a period of five years from July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2009.  This amount totals $975,000 per year.  If awarded, the combination of funds from the original cycle with the new cycle will be a total of $8.075 million.  

The new cycle of funds will support up to thirteen additional 21st CCLC sites beyond the nine currently operating.  There will be no additional obligation to the City’s General Fund.  This is based on a level three program cost of $75,000 per site per year.  Staff is working with school districts and community-based organizations to identify thirteen new eligible school sites that have strong collaborations on site to provide high quality comprehensive programs.  

The funding for the original nine sites will expire in FY 2006-2007.  A recertification process will be conducted for continued funding of these nine sites pending the State’s funding availability.  

COST IMPLICATIONS

There are no matching requirements for this grant and therefore no additional costs to the City.  Grant revenues will offset all expenses incurred.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Program feedback surveys have been collected from youth participants, parents, staff, school principals and the school districts.

COORDINATION

This memorandum was coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office.  
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