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SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF THE U.S. CONFEW,NCE OF MAYOR'S CLIMATE 
PROTECTION AGREEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION 

a. Acceptance of the staffreport on Cool Communities and Cool Cities. 
b. Adoption of tlie U.S. Confere~lce of Mayor's Clinlate Protection Agreement. 

BACKGROUND 

At the Tra~lspoi-tation and Ellvironrnent Cormnittee Meeting of Marc11 5,2007, the Comniittee 
accepted the staff report and recornniended to cross-reference the item for Coullcil consideration. 

The Coill~nittee also requested that a goal for reducing greeiillouse gas reductions be brought 
forward to the Committee in the very near future. 

ANALYSIS 

The Colllrnittee n~emorandurn is attached for your reference. Below is a high level overview of 
the Mayor's Climate Protection Agreement, also attached to this memo. 

The Mayor's Cliiliate Protectioli Agreenlellt was first presented at U.S. Conference of Mayor's 
73rd Alulual Meeting on June 13, 2005. Mayors who sign on to the Agreement rnalte a 
collilnitment to reduce greellllouse gas (GHG) enlissioils in their own cities and communities to 
7% below 1990 levels by 2012 tllrough actions lilte illcreasing energy efficiency, reducing 
vellicle niiles traveled, lnailltaiiliilg healthy urban forests, reducing sprawl and promoting use of 
clean, renewable energy resources. 

Under the Agreement, participating cities commit to talte following three actions: 

. Urge the U.S. Congress to pass the bipartisan greenlzouse gas reduction legislation, wl.iicl1 
would establish a national emission trading system 
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Urge their state govenul~ents, and the federal govenunent, to enact policies and progralns to 
meet or beat the greenhouse gas emission reductioli target suggested for the United States in 
the Icyoto Protocol -- 7% reduction from 1990 levels by 2012; and 

Strive to meet or beat tlle Kyoto Protocol targets in their own conli~lunities, t lrougl~ actioils 
ranging froin anti-sprawl land-use policies to urban forest restoratioil projects to public 
infonnation campaigns, including the following actions: 

- Irlverltory global wanning emissions in City operatiolls and in the community, set 
reduction targets and create an action plan; 

- Promote transpoi-tation optioils such as bicycle trails, commute trip reduction 
programs, irlcentives for car pooling and public transit; 

- Malte energy efficiency a priority tlu-ough building code improvements, retrofitting 
city facilities wit11 energy efficient lighting and urging employees to conserve energy 
and save money; 

- Practice and pronlote sustainable building practices using the U.S. Green Building 
Council's L,EED program or a siniilar system; 

- Evaluate opportunities to increase pump efficiellcy in water and wastewater systems; 
recover wastewater treatl~ierlt methane for energy production; 

- Increase recycling rates in City operations and in the cornmunity; and 

- Help educate the public, schools, other jurisdictions, professional associations, 
busiiless and industry about reducing global warining pollution. 

Tlle City of San Jose is accoi~zplishi~lg inany of these recornrnended actiolls througll many of its 
existing policies and programs. These goals also link to the City's adoption of the United 
Nations El~virolmlental Accords. A proposed City of Sari Jose goal for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions will be scheduled for the Transpoi-tation and E e u n e n t  Colrrrnittee in June 2007. 

Director, Enviro~mlental Services 
D ep artll~ent 

For qnestions, contact Mary Tuclter, Supervising Envirolnnental Services Specialist, ESD 
at 975-2581 

Attaclmlents: Cornrnittee Memo dated 2120107 
Resolutioll adopting U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 
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SIJBJECT: TJPDATE ON COOL, COMMUNITIES AND COOL CITIES 

RECOMMENDATION 

Accept this staff report on Cool Cominunities and Cool Cities activities. 

BACKGROUND 

Cool Cotnnzuttities policies work to reduce the TJrban Heat Island effect with the strategic 
planting of urban trees, and the installation of cool roofs and cool pavements. Cool 
Communities refers to the planting of trees, the use of light colored roofing and paving materials 
to reduce ambient air temperature, the reduction smog and energy consumption, and the 
improvement of storm water run-off. Recommendations for incorporating Cool Communities 
concepts were adopted by tlie City Council in January 2001. Those recornmer~dations included: 

Implementation of a grant agreement with Pacific Gas and Electric Company to conduct a 
Cool Roofs Incentive Program. The grant from PG&E was for an amount not to exceed 
$621,000 for the term from February 20,2001 through March 2002. That program was very 
successful; training 55 local roof contractors, providing 21 businesses representing over 30 
buildings with rebates exceeding a total of $130,000 and reducing an estirnated 125kW Peak 
Demand. 

Incorporation of Cool Communities strategies within Green Building Policies/Guidelines for 
City Facilities-Within the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED Rating System for city 
facilities, one of the credits that can be achieved relates directly to Cool Cornrnunities/Urban 
heat islands. That site credit deals with incorporating landscape and exterior designs that can 
reduce the heat island effect. 

Participation in the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign, sponsored by the International 
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives. The campaign encourages the adoption of 
policies arid implementation of measures to achieve quantifiable reductions in local 
greenhouse gas emissions, improve air quality, and enhance urban livability and 
sustainability. 
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Each of these efforts has at its core the following actions: 

Establishment of a specific goal 

a Implementatiol~ of actions that reduce emissions (energy reduction in facilities and 
transportation) 

a Monitoring and evaluations. 

Since 2003, the Sustai~lable Energy Policy Action Plan report has provided a sumnary of the 
actions that the City has conducted to reduce energy and greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
reductions in city facilities, and the conversio~~ of the City's fleet to alternative vehicles has 
provided the bulk of the City's reductions, and those reductiol~s are reported to the Council as 
part of the Energy Action Plan. To date, the City has not established specific GHG reduction 
goal. Work would need to be conducted to calculate greenhouse gas emissions for a base year 
(e.g., 1999) and for a forecast year (e.g., 201 5) based 01.1 energy consunlption and waste 
generation. The inveiltory and forecast would then provide a benchmark against whicK the city 
can measure progress. These activities are being proposed as part of the Energy Action Plan for 
2007-08. 

Director 
Elivironmental Services Department 

For questions, contact Mary Tucker, Supervising Environmental Services Specialist, 
at 975-2581 

Attachment: Sierra Club "Cool Cities" Fact Sheet 
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air pollt~tion emitled by conventional vehi- 
cles while saving money at the gas pump. 
Some cities are also providrng incentives, 
soch as free parking and lower registration 
fees, I(, encourage the pk~rchase of hybrids 
b y  local rcs~dents and businesses 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
SOLUTIONS 

Energy efficiency means using less energy 

r-iieet the goals of the U 5 Mayors 
Clrrnate Protectioil Agreement Local 
businesses, bu~lders, faith groups. 
environr-~?er>talist~. and labor unions are 
working together to rnake their cities 
more livable arid vibrant while lowering 
energy hills, creating good jobs, and 
tackling a global problem 

RE-ENERGIZING YOUR CITY 

through better technology to light streets CoolMayor:Mayor Joseph Adams,of llniversitycity. As the news of successful city solutions 
and poviler bclild~ngs and industrial facilities Missouri, accepts the Sierra Club's Cool City award for spreads, more cities are joining in the Cool 
Reducing energy use is one of the most signing the U S  Mayors Climate Protection Cities movement to lead our country and 
cost-effective and fastest ways to meet Agreement our world into a new energy futt~re Cool 
our energy needs Lowering energy Cities are literally re-energizing our nation, 
costs enables communities to invest proving that we can solve global warming 

less pollution. From high-tech interior and 
more in schools, job creation, and new one city at a time 

street lighting, energy-efficient building 
infrastructure 

standards and retrofits, to efficient com- Now it's yoctr city's turn 
Since fossil fuel power plants account for bined heat-and-power, cities in every reqion 
more than one-third of U S global warm- 
ing emrssions, saving energy also means 

. - 

ofthe country are modernizing lighting, 
heating, cooling, and other systems 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SOLUTIONS 

Cities across the nation are investing in 
clean and renewable power like solar and 
wind energy to lower global warming 
emissions and create a reliable source of 
safe, homegrown electricity. 

Many cities are adopting "renewable ener- 
gy standards" that require a specific per- 
centage of the electricity sold in a city or 
utility area to come from renewable 
sources by a specific target date. 

Other cities are incorporating renewable 
energy technologies, such as solar photo- 
voltaic panels, into the design of public 
buildings. Renewable power and energy 
efficiency are essential solutions for replac- 
ing electricity from dirty, fossil-fuel-burn- 
ing power plants. 

LEARN MORE: 

COOL CITIES: BRINGING For a list of cities that are becoming 

Clean Harvest: Waverly Light 8. Power in Iowa has COMMUNITIES TOGETHER "cool," and for resources and specific 
installed wind turbines on land leased from local examples of smart energy city solutions 
farmers, crtating clean electricity for the city and The most successful Cool Cities are and model action plans, go to 
additional income for farmers engaging the entire community to help sierraclub.org/coolcities. 

SIERRA CLUB HEADQUARTERS: 85 Second St, Second Floor. San Francisco, CA 941 05 (41 5) 977-5500 
SIERRA CLUB LEGISLATIVEOFFICE: 408 C St NEW Washington, DC 20002 (202) 547-1 141 . sierraclub.org 



RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE U.S. MAYORS CLIMATE PROTECTION 
AGIIFXMENT 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Collference of Mayors has previously adopted strong policy resolutions 
calling for cities, c o m ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i i t i e s  and tlie federal govenvrieiit to talte actions to reduce global 
wa~mling pollution; and 

WHEREAS, the Inter-Govenlmental Panel on Cliniate Cliange (IPCC), tlie intel~iatiolzal 
conimunity's most respected assemblage of scientists, has fourid that clirnate disruption is a 
reality and that 11uma1i activities are largely respo~lsible for increasing concentrations of global 
wanning pollution; and 

WHEREAS, California Governor Schwarzenegger signed AR 32 by Assembly Speaker Fabian 
Nunez (D-L,os Angeles), California's landmark bill that establisIies a first-in-the-world 
comprehensive program of regulatory and marltet ~iieclianisms to achieve real, quantifiable, cost- 
effective reductions of greenllouse gases; and 

WHEREAS, recent, well-docu~nented i~llpacts of cliniate disruption iliclude average global sea 
level illcreases of four to eight inches during tlle 2ot" century; a 40 percent decline in Arctic sea- 
ice thicltness; and nine of the ten hottest years on record occurriilg in tlie past decade; and 

WHEREAS, climate disruption of the magnitude now predicted by the scientific conlmuliity 
will cause extrenlely costly disruption of h~un~aiz and natural systems tluoughout the world 
including: increased risk of floods or drougllts; sea-level rises that interact with coastal s to~~i i s  to 
erode beaches, inundate land, and damage struct~ues; lnore frequent and extreme heat waves; 
more frequent and greater concentrations of smog; and 

WHEREAS, on February 16, 2005, the Icyoto Protocol, a11 internatiollal agreement to address 
cli~riate disri~ption, went into effect in the 141 co~rntries that have ratified it ta date; 38 of those 
coulitries are now legally required to reduce greenhouse gas eniissions on average 5.2 percent 
below 1990 levels by 20 12; and 

WHERF,AS, the United States of America, with less than five percent of the world's population, 
is respo~lsible for producing approximately 25 percent of the world's global warming pollutants; 
and 

WHEREAS, tlie Kyoto Protocol elliissions reductioli target for the U.S. would have been 7 
percent below 1990 levels by 20 12; and 

WHEREAS, marly leading US companies that have adopted greeidlouse gas reduction progra11-1~ 
to demonstrate corporate social responsibility have also publicly expressed preference for the US 
to adopt precise and lnandatory en~issions targets and timetables as a means by which to remain 
comnpetitive in the illternatiollal marketplace, to mitigate financial risk and to promote sound 
investment decisions; and 

WHEREAS, state and local govem~~ents  tluouglzout the United States are adopting emission 
reduction targets and progralns and that this leadership is bipartisan, coming fro111 Republican 
and Deniocratic govei-liors and mayors alilte; and 



WHEREAS, niaiiy cities througl~out the nation, both large and small, are reducing global 
warniing pollutallts tl~rough prograills that provide ecoliomic and quality of life benefits sucl~ as 
reduced energy bills, green space preselvation, air quality improvements, reduced traffic 
congestion, improved transportation choices, and econolnic development and job creation 
thro~lgli energy conservation and new energy technologies; and 

WHEREAS, rnayors from around the nation have signed the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreenient which, as amended at the 73rd Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors meeti~ig, reads: 

The U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 

- We urge the federal govenlment and state govellll~ients to enact policies and programs to 
meet or beat the target of reducing global wanning pollution levels to 7 percent below 1990 
levels by 2012, includirig efforts to: reduce the TJiiited States' dependence on fossil fuels and 
accelerate the developnieizt of clean, econol~iical energy resources and fuel-efficient 
tecl~nologies sucl.1 as conservation, methalie recovery for energy generation, waste to energy, 
wind and solar energy, fuel cells, efficient motor veliicles, and biofuels; 

- We urge tlie U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greellliouse gas reductioii legislation tliat 
includes clear tirneta1)les and eliiissions limits and 2) a flexible, i~iarltet-based systeni of 
tradable allowances alrlong eliiittiiig industries; and 

- We will strive to meet or exceed ICyoto Protocol targets for reducing global wanning 
pollution by taking actions in our ow11 operations and colninunities sucli as: 

Inventory global warming elnissions in City operations and in the con~munity, set 
reduction targets and create an action plan; 

Adopt and enforce land-use policies tliat reduce sprawl, preserve open space, and 
create conipact, walltable url>al.~ colnnlunities; 

Proniote transportation options such as bicycle trails, co~niilute trip reduction 
programs, incelitives for car pooling and public transit; 

Increase the use of clean, alternative energy by, for example, irivesting in "green 
tags", advocating for the developlnent of renewable energy resources, recovering 
landfill nietliane for energy production, and supporting the use of waste to energy 
teclu~ology; 

Malte energy efficiency a priority tllrough building code improvemei~ts, retrofitting 
city facilities with energy efficient liglitiiig and urging employees to conserve energy 
and save lnoiiey; 

Purchase olily Energy Star equipmelit and appliances for City use; 

Practice and promote sustainable building practices using the U.S. Green Building 
Council's L,EED program or a siliiilar system; 

= Increase the average fuel efficiency of rxiunicipal fleet vehicles; reduce tlie number of 
vehicles; la~ulcli an employee education prograin including anti-idling messages; 
convert diesel vellicles to bio-diesel; 

Evaluate opporturiities to increase pump efficiency in water and wastewater systenis; 
recover wastewater treatment inethane for energy production; 

Increase recycling rates in City operations and in the coinm~xnity; 



Maintain liealtlzy urban forests; promote tree plantiiig to increase shading and to 
absorb C02; and 

Help educate the public, schools, other jurisdictions, professiolial associations, 
business and industry about reducing global warming pollution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that San Jose City Coullcil eizdorses the U.S. Mayors 
Climate Protectiolz Aneement as anieilded by tlze 73rd annual U.S. Conference of Mayors 
ineetiria and urges mayors fronz around the liatiolz to join this effort. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Tlie City of Salz Jose will work in conjunction with ICLEI 
Local Govei~iiilents for Sustainability and other appropriate orgainizations to track proness and 
im~leiizentation of the U.S. Mayors Clirnate ~rotectioil Agreemerit as amended by the 73rn 
aiuzual U.S. Corlfereizce of Mayors rneeti11.q. 


