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RECOMMENDATION

City Council approval of the proposed Master Plan update for Ramblewood Park.

BACKGROUND

Ramblewood Park is a 9.3 acre neighborhood park bounded by Dundale Drive, Kinsule Court, Lightland Road and U.S. Highway 101.  The park was originally developed in 1985 based on a 1978 Master Plan.  Renovations and upgrades to the restroom and play area have been completed in 2003 utilizing funds provided by the Safe Neighborhood Parks and Recreation Bond (Measure P).

Section 1700 of the City Charter allows the City to lease parkland for time periods greater than three (3) years provided an affirmative vote of the people.  As a result of discussions between the City and the Franklin-McKinley School District, Measure E was placed on the November 5, 2002 ballot and was affirmed by a vote of the people.  This allowed the City to enter into negotiations with the District for a long-term lease of a portion of Ramblewood Park.  

On December 16, 2003, Council approved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and execute a lease agreement with Franklin-McKinley School District to allow the design, construction and operation of an elementary school and surrounding improvements on not more than 4.08 acres of Ramblewood Park.  A lease agreement was developed between the two parties establishing the terms including joint use provisions related to the use of the school and surrounding improvements by the City for the purposes of providing public recreation

ANALYSIS

The agreement between the City and Franklin McKinley School District allows for the development of a 38,600 square foot elementary school with a maximum intended capacity of 450 students.  The footprint of the proposed school building itself covers an area of no more than .56 acres of land.  The remainder of the leased area will be developed features supporting recreational use on a total 3.52 acres.  The features in the school development include the following:

· Classrooms,

· Administrative offices and staff space,

· Multi-use building with stage,

· Library/Media Center with open access wireless computer network.

The features to be developed on the remainder of the leased area supporting recreational use include the following:

· Tot and youth play areas

· Courtyard area

· Asphalt play area with basketball courts, volleyball and striping for activities

· Walking paths

· Off street parking

· Landscape

Under the terms of the agreement Franklin McKinley School District is responsible for all planning, development, construction management and construction costs associated with this project.  In addition, the District is responsible for all maintenance and operations costs for the entire leasehold area for the term of the lease.  The City shall continue maintenance responsibility for the park property outside the proposed leasehold area.

In consideration for the City’s agreement to lease the portion of Ramblewood Park to the District, the District has agreed to allow the City to use and program the school facilities during non-school hours including evenings, weekends, holidays, breaks during the school year and during the summer break.  In accordance with a joint use agreement, City use may include the Library/Media Center, multi-use room, courtyard, and restrooms, play areas and classrooms by special arrangement.  The parking facility will be available at all times for park users and may also be used by district staff, on a first come first served basis. 

No significant alterations in the parkland outside the leasehold area are planned.  This area will continue to serve the recreational needs of the community in the traditional sense.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

On March 12, 2003, April 14, 2003 and June 21, 2003 community meetings were held to elicit public input regarding the potential location of an elementary school within Ramblewood Park.  In addition, a “Citizens Advisory Committee” was established to further insure community participation in the planning effort.  Several informal meetings of this group occurred over the course of the project development.  On November 5, 2003 a draft master plan was presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission.  On January 7, 2004 the Parks and Recreation Commission voted to recommend approval of the master plan update to Council.

COORDINATION

This project has been coordinated with the Office of the City Attorney, the Budget Office, the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement and Council District 7.

COST IMPLICATIONS

The District will provide for all development and construction costs of the new elementary school as well as ongoing operations and maintenance.

CEQA

A Negative Declaration was adopted by the Franklin McKinley School District on December 9, 2003.







SARA L. HENSLEY

Director of Parks, Recreation and 
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Attachment

	COUNCIL AGENDA:	02-17-04


	ITEM:	









