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SUBJECT: PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES DATE: 0 1-27-06 

PLANNING GRANTS 


Approved 	 Date 

Couilcil District: Citywide 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of a grant fu~ldi~lg agreeillent with the Santa Clara Valley Tra~lsportation Authority for the 
preparation of a Pedestrian Master Plan and a11 Americans with Disabilities Act Transitioil Plan 
Update for Citywide sidewall< improvements, and providing fullding to the City in the amount of 
$150,000. 

BACKGROUND 

The Sailta Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) illanages a grant program that encourages 
local jurisdictioils to plan for multi-modal, pedestrian-fi-iendly streets and transit oriented, mixed 
use development. The grant prograin is referred to as the Coi~lmunily Design and Transportation 
(CDT) Planning Grant program. 

The Depai-tment of Trailsportation has applied for and been approved to receive a CDT Planning 
Grant in the anlount of $150,000 that allows for the preparation of a Citywide Pedestrian Master 
Plan and an American's with Disabilities Act Transitioil Plan Update. A grant f~~ilding agreement 
with the VTA has been prepared and is recoinineilded for City Council approval. 

ANALYSIS 

Pedestrian Master Plan 
Over the past decade the City has had an illcreased focus on providing quality facilities for 
pedestrian travel throughout San Josk. Priority pedestrian col-ridors have been added as an element 
to the City's General Plan, new streetscape design standards have been adopted for the Downtowil 
area, Strong Neighborl~ood Initiative (SNI) plans have been approved with priorities related to 
improved pedestrian facilities, and the City has traffic caliniilg and traffic safety education 
programs that emphasize pedestrian safety. In addition, new tecl~nologies and products are 
available and have been implemented that enhance the pedestrian environment, such as 
"countdown" signals at intersections. 
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The City's pedestrian policies, plans, and design standards are now documented through a variety of 
different sources. The City would benefit by ]laving a comprehensive pedestrian inaster plan to 
help facilitate illtellla1 and extellla1 c o i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i c a t i o i ~ s  of the City's plans for a qcluality pedestrian 
trailsportatioil system. Additionally, having a comprehensive Pedestrian Master Plan would assist 
the City in being more competitive for receiving regional and state grants for the constmction of 
pedestrian system improvements. 

ADA Transition Plan Update for City Sidewallts 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that public facilities be made accessible for 
persons with disabilities. This iilcludes iinproving the accessibility of sidewallts over time by 
installing culrb rainps and reinovillg sidewallt barriers. A Trailsitioil Plan can aid the City's efforts 
by iilcludiilg a self-evaluation of needs and a set of policies, procedures and funding strategies to 
address the needs. 

The Departiiient of Trailsportation inaiiltaiils a geographic database of curb rainp and sidewallt 
needs across the City and mailages an annual prograin to coilstruct curb rainps at priority locations. 
The ADA Transition Plan Update would evaluate and coilsider iillproveineiits to the City's current 
program in comparison with the best practices of other communities. 

VTA Grant Agreement 
Under the teims of the proposed grant agreement wit11 the VTA, the City would be the lead in 
preparing the Pedestrian Master Plan and the ADA Transition Plan Update. The plans would be 
prepared utiliziiig the priilciples of the VTA's Manual of Best Practices lor Integratiilg 
Trailsportation and Land Use (adopted by tile City Couilcil in September 2003) and the VTA staff 
would have opportuilities to participate in the plan development. The VTA would 1-eiinb~u-se City 
costs in the ainouilt of up to $1 50,000 and the City would provide a "local match" f~~nd ing  
coiltribution of $30,000. The deadline for coillpleting both plans is within two years from the time 
the grant agreement is approved. 

Iinpleinentation Process 
The Department of Trailsportatioil proposes to select qualified coi1sultai1t teains to prepare each 
plan, using standard City procedures for coilsultant selection. Developinent of the plail will be 
coordiilated with the VTA, various City Departments, and ltey stalteholder groups (see further 
discussion below). Staff also proposes to provide coordination with the City Council's Building 
Better Transportation Coininittee during the development of the plans. 

OUTCOME 

The development of cui-rent plans for iinproved pedestrian facilities and iinproved sidewallt access 
for persons with disabilities will help guide f ~ ~ t u r e  investments li-om City, private and grant 
resources, toward eilhailciiig the City transportation systein for lpedestrians. This suppoi-ts the City's 
desired outcoine for a safe and livable community. 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH 

Development of the proposed pedestrian and ADA plans will iilclude outreach with the City's 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, the City's Disability Advisory Committee, and ltey 
coillinunity stalteholder groups such as Walk Sail Jose, neigl~borl~ood associations, and SNI Teain 
Leaders. The proposed scope of work will iilclude outreach to the general community as well. 

COORDINATION 

This report was prepared by the Department of Transpoi-tation in coordinatioil with the City 
Manager's Budget Office and the City Attoimey's Office. Developilleilt of the proposed pedestrian 
and ADA plans will also be coordinated with the Depai-tinents of Plaiu~ing Building and Code 
Enforcement, Public Works, and Parks, Recreation and Neigllborhood Services; and the San Jose 
Redevelopment Agency. 

COST INIPLICATIONS 

The recoinmended action will secure $150,000 in grant funds and require a $30,000 cost 
coiltribution from the City. This project has been allocated i11 the City's Traffic Capital 
Iinprovement Prograin. The reimburseineilt from VTA will be prograillilled in the 2007-201 I 
Proposed Capital hnproveinent Program. 

BUDGET REFERENCE 

Fund # 

465 

Appn. Naine 

Pedestriail and 
ADA Transition 
Plan Update 

Appn # 

5041 

RC # 

139649 

Total Appn 

$180,000 

Amt. for 
Coiltract 

$0 

2005-2006 
Adopted 
Capital 
Budget 
(Page) 

V - 1082 

Last Budget 
Action (Date, 

Ord. No.) 

n/a 

CEO A 

Not a project. 




